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Preface and Acknowledgment

These various commentaries and other Biblical studies were developed through many years of hard and close study of the
Bible. I have had an insatiable appetite to learn all of God’s Word possible. I grew up in the Beans Creek Community of
Coffee County Tennessee. My family started attending the Lord’s church at Beans Creek in 1949, where I was privileged
to have sister Ethel Croft as an outstanding Bible class teacher. All seven members of my father’s family were baptized
into Christ, plus my wife, Marie. Each of our five children also obeyed the gospel.

Sister Croft greatly encouraged me to study the Bible and to become a good worker for the Lord. I tried not to cause her
any disappointment. In 1978, after preaching for many years, the brethren at Beans Creek invited me to conduct a gospel
meeting. Sister Croft, though she was in advanced years and had to drive a good distance, did not miss any of the services.

Since first becoming acquainted with the gospel more than seventy years ago, I have had the honor to hear some of the
greatest gospel preachers of the time. Some of these are well-known to most members of the Lord's church, but some of
them labored in the shadows, learning and dispensing the truth of God quietly and effectively. Not so many people in the
brotherhood today knew such preachers as Luke Gibbs. I have learned much and have been profited greatly from many
gospel preachers and teachers through these many years. I am fully appreciative also to those many sound brethren who
have published books which I have had the privilege to study. I began preaching in July of 1961 in Italy.

A debt of gratitude is owed by many to the instructors of Memphis School of Preaching for the tremendous work they did
through the years, patiently teaching their students the wonderful word of life. | am especially grateful to these great men
who were serving in this capacity during 1970-72, when I attended the school: Roy Hearn, Frank Young, Richard Curry,
Charles Pledge, and E.L. Whitaker.

I claim no originality for all of the material presented in the material included in my books. There is no way to give proper
credit to all who have contributed to the information I have learned, but in every case possible, acknowledgment is cited.
I have attempted to be as accurate, clear and concise as my finite knowledge allows, but, as with all human productions,
there will doubtless be imperfections.

Some have incorrectly thought that my books are merely expansions of the notes I took while studying at MSOP. But those
notes were skimpy at best, and were not in my possession when I wrote my material. The material was put together in
connection with Bible classes I have taught over many decades. For several years, a hundred or more hours weekly were
required as | prepared to teach two different Bible books each week, Sunday morning and Wednesday evening, while at
the same time, during full-time work as a gospel preacher. These notes became the “Outlined Bible Commentaries” that
have been made available to countless people.

It has not been my aim to make money through these efforts—indeed, we hardly cover our expenses. Many of my books
have been given away without charge. An uncounted numbers of books and compact discs were ordered and shipped out,
for which no payment was ever received. A good many of these non-paying costumers were gospel preachers. I have
learned from brethren who operated Bible Bookstores that they have had the same problem. One of these brethren reported
that he had to secure his supply of Bibles, in locked cases, to prevent their being stolen by preachers.

The Bible quotations in my books are from the King James Version, unless noted otherwise. These books were
intentionally put on 8.5 by 11 inch pages, to make the outline format easier to view. A normal hardback book contains
about 800 words per page; my pages contain twice that number of words. The spiral-bound books are much less expensive
to produce. My wife and I have done all the manual labor required to produce the books. The supplies, software and
equipment are very costly. Marie still helps as much as she can despite the dementia she has had for several years— and
her many surgeries and broken bones and heartaches.

Feel free to copy quotations from this material. It is designed to bring glory to God and information to souls! The same
goes for the articles printed in my monthly publication: Studies in the Old Paths. This paper is free via e-mail.
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INTRODUCTION TO I PETER

A. The Inspired Author.

1. The author is affirmed to be the apostle Peter: "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia" (1 Pet. 1:1). Other passages give additional
information about him:

a.
b.
C.

He was a fisherman by occupation.
His father was Jonah (Matt 16:17; John 1:42).

His home was Capernaum: "And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he
entered into the synagogue, and taught....And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue,
they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John" (Mark 1:21,29).

He spent much of his life on the sea of Galilee with his brother Andrew: "And Jesus, walking by the
sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
sea: for they were fishers" (Matt. 4:18).

He was a married man: "And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid,
and sick of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto
them” (Matt. 8:14-15; cf 1 Cor. 9:5).

He and Andrew owned their boat: "And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and
prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out
of the ship" (Luke 5:3).

They were partners with James and John: "And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee,
which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt
catch men" (Luke 5:10).

He was an elder in the Lord’s church, which means that he had a wife and believing children.

1) Titus 1:5-6: "For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: If any be blameless, the husband
of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.”

2) 1 Peter 5:1-3: "The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of
God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples
to the flock."

2. Peter was accompanied by his wife on at least some of his travels.

a.

Matthew 8:14-15: "And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and
sick of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto
them."

1 Corinthians 9:5: "Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as
the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?"

3. Inthelists of the apostles, he is named first (Matt. 10:4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; Acts 1:13), but this
does not imply that he had greater authority or position than the others: “I am become a fool in glorying;
ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very
chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all
patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other
churches, except it be that [ myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong” (2 Cor. 12:11-
13). Paul and the other apostles were equal in apostolic authority with Peter.

4. He was in the inner circle of the Lord’s disciples, with James and John.
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a. Matthew 17:1-2: "And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth
them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the
sun, and his raiment was white as the light.”

b. Matthew 26:37: "And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful
and very heavy."

c. Mark 5:35-43: "While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which
said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? As soon as Jesus heard the
word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. And he
suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. And he cometh
to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.
And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not
dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the
father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel
was lying. And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being
interpreted, Damsel, [ say unto thee, arise. And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was
of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment. And he charged them
straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that something should be given her to eat."

5. The last mention of Peter in the historical books of the New Testament is in Acts 15. He is last referred
to in Galatians 2 (outside the two books which bear his name).

6. Being an inspired apostle, he possessed the powers bestowed upon him and the other apostles of Christ
by the Holy Spirit. As an apostle of Christ, Peter was:

a. An eyewitness of the resurrected Christ:

1) Acts 1:21-22: "Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he
was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection." Matthias
had to meet the condition of having seen Christ after the resurrection before he could be appointed
to the apostolic office.

2) 1 Corinthians 15:4-5: "And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to
the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve.”

b. Called by the Lord:

1) Matthew 4:18-20: "And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto
them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and
followed him."

2) Acts 2:1-4: "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." To do this work, the apostles had to be
empowered with heavenly authority (cf. Luke 24:49).

c. Inspired:

1) John 16:13: "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you
things to come."

2) 2 Peter 1:16-21: "For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he
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received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. We have also a more sure word
of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."

3) Compare: "But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught iz, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal.
1:11-12). What was true of Paul, was equally true of all the apostles of Christ.

d. Able to confirm his messages:

1) Mark 16:17-20: "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. So
then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right
hand of God. And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following. Amen."

2) Hebrews 2:3-4: "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing
them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost,
according to his own will?"

e. Given a universal commission:

1) Matthew 28:19: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."

2) Mark 16:15: "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature."

3) Luke 24:47: "And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."

7. Tradition [which is not always reliable] says he was crucified upside down. Some claim he died in Rome,

but there is no New Testament proof he was ever in Rome. Tradition reports that his death occurred in
67 A.D., when the apostle was 75 years old. The Lord gave him some information regarding his demise:

a. John 21:18-19: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and
another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what
death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me."

b. 2 Peter 1:12-15: "Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things,
though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long as [ am in
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; Knowing that shortly I must put off this
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me. Moreover [ will endeavour that ye may
be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance."

B. The Purpose of the Epistle.

l.

The purpose is stated in 1 Peter 5:12: "By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have
written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand."

2. The letter was intended to confirm to them that they were following the right way.

In light of the information contained in the epistle, we may see that the information was intended to urge
them to be steadfast under the persecution they were facing, or which was impending.
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4. The apostle sought to give the suffering saints hope in the midst of great suffering.
C. The Recipients of the Epistle.

1.

Peter wrote to Christians in general, not to some particular congregation. First Peter is part of a group of
New Testament books known as the General Epistles. Included in that group are James, 1 and 2 Peter,
1,2, and 3 John, and Jude. These were written to Christians in general and addressed various subjects of
importance to the saints of every place (and time).

2. His first readers were from the same places represented by the crowd on Pentecost Day.

a. 1 Peter 1:1-2: "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you,
and peace, be multiplied."

b. Acts2:8-11: "And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus,
and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of
Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful
works of God."

3. The recipients were Christians, from both Jewish and Gentile backgrounds.
D. The Date of the Letter.

1.

The date of the epistle is put at about 65 A.D. Nero burned Rome on July 19 of the year 64 A.D., and
placed the blame for the disaster on Christians. Soon afterwards, a great persecution was launched upon
the Lord’s church.

Peter wrote to Christians who were being persecuted at the time, and warned them of an intensification
in persecution in the near future.

a. 1 Peter 1:6-7: "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ."

b. 1 Peter 4:17-19: "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? Wherefore let them that suffer
according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls fo him in well doing, as unto a faithful
Creator."

c. The logical date for the epistle would be late in the year 64 or early in the year 65.

The apostles places himself in “Babylon” when the letter was written: "The church that is at Babylon,

elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son" (1 Pet. 5:13).

a. Catholics view Babylon as a reference to Rome. This is uncertain at best.

b. Others have speculated that some place in Egypt called Babylon is meant.

c. The most natural understanding is to take Babylon as the original city or country of that name. But
when was Babylon destroyed? It is uncertain. Even if the city was entirely gone, the region could still
bear that name. A statement is to be taken at face value (its common and usual meaning) unless there
is something in the context that demands a figurative interpretation. There is nothing in the context
of 1 Peter 5:13 that requires us to take Babylon as anything other than the common and usual location
of Babylon.

d. If one is to take Babylon as a figurative representation of some other place, which we deny, then
Jerusalem seems to be the logical location. Jerusalem had been the center of persecution the church
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had faced up until the time that Rome began to assault the saints. Until Jerusalem was overthrown by
the Romans in 70 A.D., the strongest enemy the church had was Judaism.

E. Outline of I Peter.
1. Chapter One.
Salutation—1 Peter 1:1-2.
Our Eternal Inheritance—1 Peter 1:3-5.
The Joy of Faithful Christians—1 Peter 1:6-9.
The Old Testament Prophets—1 Peter 1:10-12.
Soberness and Obedience Enjoined—1 Peter 1:13-17.
The Precious Blood of Christ—1 Peter 1:18-21.
. The Purification of Souls—1 Peter 1:22-25.
2. Chapter Two.

@ oo T

a. Principles of Spiritual Growth—1 Peter 2:1-3.
b. Christian Relationships and Responsibilities—1 Peter 2:4-10
c. Christian Conduct Before an Unbelieving World—1 Peter 2:11-12.
d. Christians and Civil Authorities—1 Peter 2:13-17.
e. Christ is Our Example—1 Peter 2:18-25.
3. Chapter Three.
a. Duties of Wives to Husbands—1 Peter 3:1-7.
b. Duties of Christians to Each Other—1 Peter 3:8-12.
c. The Christian’s Security in Persecution—1 Peter 3:13-17.
d. The Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of Christ—1 Peter 3:18-22.
4. Chapter Four.
a. A Christian is Not to Serve the Lust of the Flesh—1 Peter 4:1-6.
b. Admonitions to Christian Living—1 Peter 4:7-11.
c. Suffering as a Christian—1 Peter 4:12-19.
5. Chapter Five.
a. The Duties of Elders—1 Peter 5:1-4.
b. Spiritual Clothing for the Christian—1 Peter 5:5-9.
c. Conclusion—1 Peter 5:10-14.
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I PETER 1

A. 1 Peter 1:1-2: Salutation.

1.

Verse 1: "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.”

a. According to ancient custom, the signature was placed at the beginning of a letter.

b. Peter calls himself an apostle—one sent by Christ on a special mission. The meaning of “apostle” is

“one sent on a mission.” This was his job description; it was not intended as a title. There was no
special authority resting only on Peter; he was not greater in authority than the other apostles. He was
not the rock upon which Christ erected his church: "And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And |
say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock [ will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 16:16-19).

1) The name “Peter” is from the Greek petros (a rock; a stone); the word “rock™ is from the Greek
petra, abedrock; a ledge of rock: “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock [from petras]: And the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not:
for it was founded upon a rock” (Matt. 7:24-25).

2) He was a married man.

a) Matthew 8:14: “And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid,
and sick of a fever.”

b) 1 Corinthians 9:5: “Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles,
and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?”

3) Titles of distinction, such as pope (papa) are forbidden—Matthew 23:1-12.

. Hewasnota “pope.” Peter, because he was an inspired apostle of Christ, had the authority to bind and

loose (Matt. 16:17-19; 18:18). Both he and the other apostles shared in this authority.

1) Matthew 18:18: "Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

2) Mark 13:11: "But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what
ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that
speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost."

3) John 14:26: "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name,
he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you."

4) John 15:26-27: "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also shall
bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning."

5) John 16:13: "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you
things to come."

6) John 20:23: “Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retained.”

7) Acts 2:1-4: "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one
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place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."

8) 1 Corinthians 9:2: "If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless [ am to you: for the seal of mine
apostleship are ye in the Lord."

9) 2 Corinthians 12:11-13: "I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to
have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be
nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and
wonders, and mighty deeds. For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be
that [ myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong."

d. Their authority of apostleship gave them the power to bind and loose, but this was not in accordance
with any arbitrary choice on their part; rather, they bound and loosed as the Holy Spirit directed them
through miraculous control. Whatsoever thou shalt bind (or loose) shall be bound (or loosed) in
heaven. The idea of binding and loosing was a rabbinic expression for requiring or forbidding or
permitting. What is said to Peter in Matthew 16:18-19 is extended to all the apostles in Matthew 18:18
and John 20:23. The Lord never intended, and Peter never became, an infallible dictator over the
church as the Catholic hierarchy claims.

1) Galatians 2:11-14: “But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he
was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when
they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away
with their dissimulation. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of
the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of
Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?” [Peter
was involved in sin; Paul rebuked him because of this error].

2) 2 Corinthians 12:11-12: “T am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to
have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be
nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and
wonders, and mighty deeds.” [All of the apostles were on the same level of authority; Peter was
not above Paul or the others].

e. Peter and the other apostles did not bind and loose according to their own designs; rather they were
supernaturally guided in receiving and revealing the law of Christ (Mark 13:11; John 16:12-14; 15:26;
Acts 2:1-4; Gal. 1:6-12; Rev. 22:18-19).

1) The sense of the Greek text is, “Whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall have been bound in
heaven, and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” The apostles
did not arbitrarily bind and loose, but God did the binding and loosing through them by directing
their words. The inspired message did the binding and loosing.

2) Mark 13:11: “But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what
ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that
speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.”

3) John 16:12-14: “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

4) John 15:26: “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me.”
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5)

6)

7)

Acts 2:1-4: “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

Galatians 1:6-12: “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace
of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say |
now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be
accursed. For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men,
I should not be the servant of Christ. But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Revelation 22:18-19: “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written
in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which
are written in this book.”

f. He addresses the epistle to the “strangers” scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,
and Bithynia—provinces of the Roman Empire. These provinces are in and around the area we call
Turkey today. They were called “strangers” because they were pilgrims in this world: "Dearly beloved,
I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul" (1 Pet.
2:11). Every faithful Christian is a stranger and pilgrim in this world.

2. Verse 2: “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”

a. These Christians are next described as the elect. The Israelites were once the elect of God; God had
chosen them to fulfill the role he gave them, but their hardness of heart and rebellion caused them to
be removed from that special condition. Now, the elect of God are those throughout the world, in
every generation, who sincerely obey the gospel of Christ.

1))

2)

3)

4)

Romans 11:20-22: "Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be
not highminded, but fear: For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare
not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in 4is goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off."

Deuteronomy 30:15-19: “See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; In
that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his
commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the
LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it. But if thine heart turn
away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;
I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days
upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. I call heaven and earth to
record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.”

Colossians 3:12: "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering."

2 Thessalonians 2:13-15: "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification
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of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which
ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle."

5) As the pioneer preachers used to say, our election follows this pattern: God votes for us, the devil
votes against us, and we cast the deciding ballot.

b. Theybecame the elect through the foreknowledge of God. God did not foreordain certain individuals
to be saved and others to be lost; that would have violated the eternal principle of his nature that he
be entirely without respect of persons. He did foreordain a certain type of person to be saved: the one
who would obey from the heart his doctrines of truth (Rom. 6:16-18; Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 1:16-17;
John 8:32). "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them
he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified" (Rom. 8:29-30). The following comments are from the author’s material on Romans 8:29-
30, where Paul discusses some similar subjects to that of our text.

1) God can know ahead of time what a man's actions will be, but that does not mean that he has
programmed that action to occur. God knew that Adam and Eve would fall into sin before the fact.
He commanded them to refrain from eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
(Gen. 2:16-17). If we maintain that God programmed them to eat the fruit, but still ordered them
to refuse to eat it, then God is working at cross purposes with himself. And he is guilty of requiring
Adam and Eve to do the very thing he commanded them not to do; and further, he punished them
severely for doing what he had scheduled them to do. Adam and Eve had full choice in eating or
refusing to eat the forbidden fruit. God knew ahead of time what their choice would be, for he had
already made plans to send his Son into the world to die for the sins of humanity. But he did not
cause them to transgress the commandment.

a) Revelation 13:8: “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

b) Revelation 14:6: “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people.”

¢) 2 Timothy 1:9-10: “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”

2) He also did predestinate them to be conformed to the image of his Son. Some misapprehend this
statement, and assert that God decided the eternal destiny of every human being before time began,
and did so without their having any decision in the matter. That this doctrine is erroneous is made
clear from many Bible statements (Rom. 2:11; Acts 10:34-35; Rev. 22:17; Matt. 11:28-30). The
impartiality of God is affirmed many times in the Bible, which truth also refutes the doctrine. That
God gave each man the freedom of choice in deciding his own eternal destiny is manifest in the
offer of salvation to each accountable individual (Tit. 2:11-14; Matt. 23:37; John 5:40; 6:44-45;
Acts 13:45-46; Mark 16:15-16). This also shows that God did not arbitrarily, or in any other way,
dictate the destiny of any individual independent of the will of that individual.

a) Matthew 11:28-30: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for [ am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

b) Revelation 22:17: “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life
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3)

4)

5)

freely.”
¢) Romans 2:11: “For there is no respect of persons with God.”

d) Acts 10:34-35: “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no
respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him.”

e) Acts 13:45-46: “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake
against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and
Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been
spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life,
lo, we turn to the Gentiles.”

The predestination indicated does not extend to the selection of individuals; but rather, God
predestinated a certain #ype of person to be saved: those who would obey the gospel and be
conformed to the image of Christ. The Lord knew that there were many of this kind of person in
Corinth, for he said, "I have much people in this city" (Acts 18:10). The gospel of Christ is
designed to restore sinful man to the image he had before the fall. What was lost in Adam, is more
than made up for in Christ (cf. Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 3:18).

a) Romans 12:1-2: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

b) 2 Corinthians 3:18: “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

It is God's desire that there be many people who will obey the gospel; he wants Christ to be the
firstborn of many who are like him, who will live pure lives of obedience to God's will.

a) Matthew 7:21-23: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. ”

b) Hebrews 5:8-9: "Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he
suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him."

c) 1John 2:3-5:"And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that
we are in him."

d) Revelation 22:14: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."

e) 2 Peter 3:8-9: “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

The nature of the gospel is such that only a certain type of person will find it palatable. These are
the minority in any generation or society. Does this make God unjust to design a system that will
be rejected by the majority? No. God has the right to decide the kind of person he wants around
him (Ps. 15; Rev. 21:27). It is not his fault, but the individual's, when men refuse to humble
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6)

7)

8)

themselves to obey the gospel and be restored to the spiritual level God requires, to make it
possible for them to enter heaven. God is our Maker—this entitles him to make conditions for his
offspring; this also obligates us to obey his will.

a) Psalms 15:"LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against
his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the
LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. He that putteth not out his money
to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be
moved."

b) Revelation 21:27: "And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's
book of life."

Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called. The called are those who have
responded to the call of the gospel (2 Thess. 2:13). The church (ekklesia: "the called out ones")
is comprised of those who have been called out of the world by the gospel. The call of the gospel
is designed to be extended to every accountable person (Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47; Matt. 28:18-
20; Col. 1:6,23; Rom. 10:18; Acts 8:4). "Many are called but few are chosen" (Matt. 20:16).
Everyone is offered the invitation to obey the gospel, but few are so-minded to accept it. Many
choose not to accept, thus they place themselves among the ranks of the unchosen.

The call of the gospel is not irresistible. Why should the gospel be preached to those who will
reject it? One reason is that we do not have any way of knowing what a person's response will be.
Another reason is that at least the individual will have the opportunity to obey; each person needs
to have the opportunity to respond. "And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together
to hear the word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and
spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul
and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been
spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life,
lo, we turn to the Gentiles" (Acts 13:44-46).

And whom he called, them he also justified. Those who obey the gospel are justified; they are
pardoned, and considered by the Lord as if they never had been guilty of sin.

a) Acts 2:38: “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

b) Acts 22:16: “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.”

c) Colossians 1:13-14: “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even
the forgiveness of sins.”

d) Ephesians 1:7: “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace.”

e) Ephesians2:1-13: “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein
in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God,
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up
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9)

together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come
he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not
of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Wherefore
remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by
that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.”

f) 2 Corinthians 6:14-18: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with
an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

g) 2 Timothy 1:9-10: “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”

And whom he justified, them he also glorified. This glorification is primarily prospective, that is,
it has not been obtained in its fullness while we are here on earth; but we joyfully anticipate it
when this life is over. We have eternal life now, but not in actual possession; it is ours in hope and
in promise (Tit. 1:2; 3:7; 1 John 2:25; Mark 10:29-30). This glorification is certain for those who
remain faithful. It was introduced in Romans 8:17, where the apostle affirmed that we are the
children and heirs of God. It was addressed in Romans 8:18 where Paul showed that it would be
worth all the sufferings the persecutors of this world could heap upon us. This glorification
includes our being manifested as the true children of God, thus it involves vindication. It is the
ultimate goal of God's eternal purpose (2 Tim. 1:9-10). God had an eternal purpose in mind when
he made the world. That purpose was to save as many men and women as would be willing to
obey his will (Eph. 3:1-11; Rom. 16:25). He gradually revealed that great plan, first by prophetic
types and promises. After Christ completed his earthly mission, the apostles were empowered to
receive, broadcast, confirm, and record that plan.

a) God's eternal purpose included foreknowing, predestinating, calling, justifying, and glorifying
certain of his offspring. Paul's statement in this passage [Rom. 8:29-30] views this plan in its
broad scope, picturing it from the eternal perspective.

b) God's eternal purpose sought the redemption of all man; he offers salvation in Christ; he

originated the plan before the world began; he brought it to completion through the gospel; it
is through the gospel that the call is issued; and it will confer its ultimate benefits in heaven.

c. Now we return to our text in 1 Peter 1:2: They became the elect through the foreknowledge of God
through the sanctification of the Spirit. The word “sanctify” means to set apart, to dedicate to a holy
purpose. “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth. Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 2:13-14). God has willed that all of those who believe the truth are to be saved;
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the choice he made did not extend to picking out the individuals who were to believe, for that would
cause him to show respect of persons, a practice which is manifestly denied (cf. Acts 10:34-35; Rom.
2:11).

1))

2)

3)

4)

God's great plan for the gospel was for both Jews and Gentiles to be offered access to his blessings
provided in the gospel (Rom. 1:16-17). They obtained the salvation which God provides through
the process of sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. These saints had examined the
truth; they believed the truth; and they were saved by the truth (John 8:32; 17:17). Their salvation
is ascribed to the sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, in 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14.

Sanctification (being set apart; separated; dedicated to God's holy purposes) is attributed to the
Spirit (the Holy Spirit). No reference is made to the means by which the Spirit set them apart.
However, Jesus taught that sanctification is accomplished by the God's word: “Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17).

Our belief of the truth is involved in our salvation. One who does not love and believe the truth
will be condemned (2 Thess. 1:6-9; 2:10-12). James (2:14-26) teaches clearly that a faith that does
not obey is a dead faith. Faith that obeys is essential to salvation. Both God and man are active in
the salvation process. On the divine side, God developed the plan by which salvation is made
possible, Christ executed that plan by dying on the cross, and the Holy Spirit revealed, confirmed,
and preserved the plan for all generations. These activities represent the grace (unmerited favor)
of God. On the human side, man hears and believes the message of God's grace. Unless man learns
and accepts the divine plan, he cannot be saved:

a) John3:16-17: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”

b) John 6:44-45: “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and
I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of
God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.”

c) Mark 16:15-16: “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned.”

d) Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

e) Acts 2:38: “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

f) Acts 10:34-35: “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no
respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him.”

g) 1 Peter 1:22-25: “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord
endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”

The salvation which God provided (verse 13) was offered to them by the gospel of Christ. The
gospel has a built-in call. It summons men and women to leave behind the ways of sin and
degradation, and come to Christ.

a) Romans 10:13-18: "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How
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then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel.
For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God. But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into
all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world."

b) Acts 2:36-41: "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort,
saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls."

d. They became the elect through the sanctification of the Spirit in their obedience.

1) Matthew 7:21-23: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

2) Romans 6:16-18: "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness."

3) Hebrews 5:8-9: "Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;
And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him."

4) 1 Peter 1:22-23: "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever."

5) Revelation 22:14: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."

e. They became the elect through the sanctification of the Spirit through their obedience with the blood
of Christ being the basis. The sprinkling of blood is an allusion to the Old Testament practice of
sprinkling blood on the altar during the Jewish religious ceremonies. Without the shedding of blood
there is no remission of sins (Heb. 9:22). But the blood of animals cannot remove the guilt of sin (Heb.
10:1-4). Only the blood of Christ has that ability (1 Pet. 1:18-19). How does one living twenty
centuries after Christ died obtain the benefits of his shed blood? Not by any literal application of his
blood. If the Roman soldier who pierced the side of Christ had been covered by the Lord’s blood, that
would not have benefitted his soul. "But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and
forthwith came there out blood and water" (John 19:34).

1) Romans 6:16-18: "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
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2)

3)

4)

doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness."

Acts 22:16: "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling
on the name of the Lord."

Revelation 1:5: “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in his own blood,”

Baptism is essential to salvation; the blood of Christ is essential to salvation; therefore, we contact
the blood of Christ when we are baptized into Christ.

f. Grace and peace are common salutations in apostolic writings. Grace was commonly used by Greek-
speaking people as a greeting; peace was similarly used by the Jews.

B. 1 Peter 1:3-5: Our Eternal Inheritance.

1. Verse 3: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

a. The word translated “blessed” [a different word from the term used in the beatitudes] is the word from
which we get our word “eulogy” and “eulogize.”

1)

2)

The term Peter uses in the text is also found in other passages:

a) Romans 1:25: "Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen."

b) Romans 9:5: "Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who
is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen."

c) 2 Corinthians 1:3: "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort."

d) Ephesians 1:3: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ."

The word means “to speak well of another, to praise.” This word is used in the New Testament
only in reference to God [cf. Vincent].

b. The apostle praises God, describing him as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the Father of
Christ in the sense that he has greater authority than the Son, sent him into the world via the Virgin
Birth, and raised him from the dead; there has never been a time when Christ did not exist—God did
not create Christ.

1

2)

3)

4)

Micah 5:2: "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah,
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have
been from of old, from everlasting."

John 1:1-3: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made."

Revelation 1:11: "Saying, lam Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write
in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna,
and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto
Laodicea."

Revelation 1:18: "I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;
and have the keys of hell and of death."

c. The praise he offers grows out of the hope he has given to his people. The hope was produced by the
abundant mercy of God—his gracious love provided our hope.
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1)

2)

3)

4)

We were begotten again:

a) “The meaning is, that as God is the Author of our life in a natural sense, so he is the Author
of our second life by regeneration. The Saviour said, (John 3:3) that ‘except a man be born
again,” or ‘begotten again,” genneethee (NT:1080) anoothen (NT:509) ‘he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” Peter here affirms that that change had occurred in regard to himself and
those whom he was addressing. The word used here as a compound anagennaoo (NT:313)
does not elsewhere occur in the New Testament, though it corresponds entirely with the words
used by the Saviour in John 3:3,5,7. Perhaps the phrase ‘begotten again’ would be better in
each instance where the word occurs, the sense being rather that of being begotten again, than
of being born again” [Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1997 by Biblesoft].

b) Some scholars [Woods, Taylor] see the reference to being begotten again to this living hope
as a allusion to the restoration of hope in the apostles who fled from the Lord when he was
arrested in Gethsemane. It seems better to view it as a reference to the new birth (John 3:3,5;
1 Pet. 1:22-23), in which we were “born from above” and became children of God—with all
the attendant blessings of being saved.

We are begotten unto this hope by the word of God.

a) 1 Corinthians 4:15: "For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not
many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel."

b) 1Corinthians 15:1-4: "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep
in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you
first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures.”

c) 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14: "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him."

d) James 1:18: "Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures."

e) 1 Peter 1:22-23: "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever."

Without this hope we would be miserable: "If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of
all men most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them
that slept" (1 Cor. 15:19-20).

The things we hope to receive are not in our possession in this life, but are to be received in the
eternal blessings of Heaven—these are “ready to be revealed in the last time” (verse 5). “For we
are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man sees, why does he yet hope
for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it” (Rom. 8:24-25, NKJ).

d. This hope is depicted as a /iving hope. It is a living hope because it is based on the resurrection of our
Lord from the dead. Our Lord, though he was crucified, has been raised to life again—never to die any
more: "And the Living one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys
of death and of Hades" (Rev. 1:18, ASV). Any faithful Christian can live his life daily with hopeful
confidence—without the great anxieties that assail fearful souls—desiring and expecting to obtain the
grand objects of his hope.
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2. Verses 4-5: “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last

time.”

a. The living hope of faithful Christians is described as an inheritance. This is a figure frequently used
in the New Testament to denote the future blessings of the faithful.

C.

)]

2)

3)
4)
5)
6)

7)

Acts 20:32: "And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified."

Acts 26:18: "To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me."

Galatians 3:18: "For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to
Abraham by promise."

Ephesians 1:14: "Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of his glory.

Colossians 1:12: "Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light."

Colossians 3:24: "Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ."

Hebrews 9:15: "And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance."

Our inheritance is incorruptible.

)]

2)

3)

4)

This word accentuates the fact that our inheritance is immortal, undying, and will not perish; it
cannot be influenced by the passage of time and cannot be affected by any other force.

It cannot be corrupted by moths and rust, or stolen by thieves:

a) Matthew 6:19-21: "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor
steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."

b) Luke 12:33: "Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a
treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth."

Our inheritance partakes of the same nature as does our inward man.

a) 2 Corinthians 4:16: "For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the
inward man is renewed day by day."

b) 1 Peter 1:18: "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers."

c) 1 Peter 3:4: "But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price."

It is eternal.

a) Hebrews 7:25: "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."

b) 1 Peter 1:23: "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth for ever."

Our inheritance is undefiled.
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

“The word does not elsewhere occur in the New Testament. As applied to an inheritance, it means
that it will be pure. It will not have been obtained by dishonesty, nor will it be held by fraud; it will
not be such as will corrupt the soul, or tempt to extravagance, sensuality, and lust, as a rich
inheritance often does here; it will be such that its eternal enjoyment will never tend in any manner
to defile the heart. ‘How many estates,” says Benson, ‘have been got by fraudulent and unjust
methods; by poisoning, or in some other way murdering the right heir; by cheating of helpless
orphans; by ruining the fatherless and widows; by oppressing their neighbors, or grinding the faces
of the poor, and taking their garments or vineyards from them! But this future inheritance of the
saints is stained by none of these vices; it is neither got nor detained by any of these methods; nor
shall persons polluted with vice have any share in it.” Here no one can be heir to an inheritance of
gold or houses without danger of soon sinking into indolence, effeminacy, or vice; there the
inheritance may be enjoyed forever, and the soul continually advance in knowledge, holiness, and
the active service of God” [Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1997 by Biblesoft].

If something is undefiled, it is unsoiled, pure, and without blemish. The same word is used to
describe Christ: "For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens" (Heb. 7:26).

Our inheritance in heaven can only be obtained through pure and holy means. Earthly inheritances
are sometimes gained by fraud or murder, but ours is acquired only by obedience to God—an
obedience that emanates from the heart.

a) Romans 6:17: "But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you."

b) James 1:21-25: "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and
not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself,
and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed."

c) James 1:12: "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."

d) 1 Peter 1:22-23: "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever."

The nature of our inheritance makes it impossible for it to have a defiling influence on us.
Inheritances of this world can promote vice, laziness, and other sinful practices and dispositions,
but not so with our heavenly legacy.

Nothing can defile it: "And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book
of life" (Rev. 21:27). The Israelites inherited Canaan, but allowed themselves to be contaminated
by it and to contaminate it: "(For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which
were before you, and the land is defiled;) That the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it,
as it spued out the nations that were before you" (Lev. 18:27-28).

d. Our inheritance fades not away.

1))

“The words, ‘that fadeth not away’ are translated from the beautiful word amarantos, that which
does not fade, or wither. The amaranth was a fabled flower whose bloom was perpetual, and whose
loveliness never faded. The inheritance which awaits the children of God will not deteriorate, nor
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2)

3)

will passing ages render it less desirable or attractive” (Woods, pp.26f).

Our heavenly reward will be just as refreshing and desirable after millions of years as it will be at
the very first. "And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband....And he said unto me, It is done. [ am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the
water of life freely" (Rev. 21:2, 6).

“This word occurs nowhere else in the New Testament, though the word amarantinos (NT:262)
occurs in 1 Peter 5:4, applied to a crown or garland. The word is properly applied to that which
does not fade or wither, in contradistinction from a flower that fades. It may then denote anything
that is enduring, and is applied to the future inheritance of the saints to describe its perpetuity in
all its brilliance and splendor, in contrast with the fading nature of all that is earthly. The idea here,
therefore, is not precisely the same as is expressed by the word ‘incorruptible.” Both words indeed
denote perpetuity, but that refers to perpetuity in contrast with decay; this denotes perpetuity in the
sense that everything there will be kept in its original brightness and beauty. The crown of glory,
though worn for millions of ages, will not be dimmed; the golden streets will lose none of their
luster; the flowers that bloom on the banks of the river of life will always be as rich in color, and
as fragrant, as when we first beheld them” [Barnes' Notes, ibid.].

e. Our inheritance is reserved in heaven.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Our inheritance is not found on earth, but in Heaven, the place which Jesus went to prepare when
he ascended: "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know" (John 14:1-4).

The inheritance is not to be given in Palestine as the Premillennialists claim, or on earth as the

Watchtower Witnesses allege.

It is not given in the here and now, but is reserved in Heaven.

a) Mark 10:30: "But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come
eternal life."

b) 2 Timothy 4:8: "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.”

c) Titus 1:2: "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world
began."

d) 1 John 2:25: "And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life."

It is kept in watchful custody by him who is Almighty. There is no need for any faithful saint to
worry about God giving our inheritance to someone else or that someone else will deprive us of
it—against our will. Our present salvation and our future reward are just as sure as our faith and
obedience.

a) John 10:27-29: "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father's hand."

(1) The Lord’s sheep hear the voice (the instructions) of Christ; they follow him in all that he
directs them to do. He knows (and approves of them) because they heed his word. It is not
the case that his sheep merely listen to his voice; they hear what he says and accept it.
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Believing his words, they follow what he says.

(2) They hear and they follow. They continue to follow; they remain in companionship with
Christ. The blessing of eternal life pertains only to those Christians who continue to hear
and follow the will of Heaven. If they cease to hear and follow, they cut themselves loose
from the promise of the passage.

(3) Hear: To attend to and understand what is taught. One fails to understand, believe and
follow the gospel only if he makes the choice to do so. Christ taught some things in John
six which many who heard him would not accept: “Many therefore of his disciples, when
they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 6:60). Anyone
who had ears could hear what he said; their problem was that they refused to learn and
believe it.

(4) Eternal Life: The expression “occurs forty-four times in the New Testament, and of these
occurrences seventeen are in the Fourth Gospel and six in the First Epistle of John, making
twenty-three instances of its use by this single author. It never means simply endless
existence, but always implies a blessed immortality. In Matt. 25: 46, it is opposed to
everlasting punishment, which is endless existence in a state of punishment, while eternal
life is endless existence in a state of bliss. The word rendered life (zoee) means, in its
primary sense, ‘existence’ as opposed to non-existence or annihilation” (Johnson, p.165).

b) 2 Peter 1:3-11: “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And
to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you,
and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

f. Our inheritance is promised to those who are kept by the power of God through faith.

1))

2)

“‘Guarded’ is from phrouumenous, present participle of phrouoreo, to protect with a garrison, or
military guard. The term thus has a military connotation, and as used here, metaphorically suggests
a band of soldiers thrown about the faithful to protect and to guarantee their safety so long as they
remain within the stockade of faith! The present tense indicates action in progress, and the
guarding is, therefore, continuous and unfailing” (Woods, p.27). "In nothing be anxious; but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your
thoughts in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:6-7, ASV).

We are kept by God’s power which is exercised through (in and by) our faith.

a) Romans 1:16-17: "For  am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith."

b) Hebrews 4:12: "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."
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3)

4)

c) James 1:21-25: "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and
not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself,
and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed."

d) 1 Peter 1:21-25: "Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave
him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass,
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the
gospel is preached unto you."

Our being kept by the power of God does not mean that we are kept in salvation unconditionally
as sectarian preachers have claimed; this would oppose many plain passages (Jas. 5:19-20), and
would make the many warnings against falling to be nonsensical (1 Cor. 10:12; Heb. 3:12-13); it
also violates the immediate context which makes our salvation dependent on our active faith.

a) 1 Corinthians 10:12: "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."

b) Hebrews 3:12-13: "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief,
in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin."

c) James 5:19-20: "Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him
know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins."

Our salvation is assured, and our inheritance is insured by the power of God on the condition of
our faith. If our faith fails, then our salvation and inheritance are lost.

a) Matthew 7:21-23: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

b) Matthew 10:22: "And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to
the end shall be saved."

c) Luke 22:31-32: "And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired fo have you,
that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou
art converted, strengthen thy brethren."

d) 1 Corinthians 15:1-4: "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep
in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you
first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures."

e) Hebrews 5:9:"And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him."
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f) James 1:21-25: "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and
not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself,
and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed."

g) Revelation 2:10: "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life."

h) James 2:20-26: "But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not
Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is
justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works,
when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also."

g. Our inheritance [our eternal salvation] is ready to be revealed in the last time.

1)

2)

3)

Two salvations are offered by the gospel: salvation from the guilt of past sin (Luke 24:47; Mark
16:15-16) and salvation in heaven (Heb. 5:9; Matt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10).

a) Mark 16:15-16: "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned."

b) Luke 24:47: "And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."

c) Hebrews 5:9: "And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him."

d) Revelation 2:10: "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life" (cf. Matt. 10:22).

The salvation of the text is eternal salvation given to the redeemed in heaven. It is offered to all,
but received only by those who obey the gospel and remain faithful to the Lord—in this life.

a) Romans 5:8-9: "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him."

b) Romans 8:16-18: "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with Aim, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy fo be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us."

c) 2 Timothy 4:6-8: "For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing."

The salvation of the text is not obtained in fact in this life, but is ready to be revealed in the last
time—in eternity following the Judgment of the last day.
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a) Mark 10:30: "But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come
eternal life."

b) Ephesians 5:25-27: "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish."

c) 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10: "Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to
them that trouble you; And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe
(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day."

d) Hebrews 9:28: "So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look
for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation."

h. Verse 5 contains both a promise and a warning: the promise of eternal life in heaven to those who

remain faithful, and an implied warning that it will be lost if we cease to believe.

C. 1 Peter 1:6-9: The Faithful Have Reason to Rejoice Even in Persecution.

1. Verse 6: “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations.”

a.

“Though ‘wherein’ seems most naturally in our translation, to refer to the ‘salvation’ of verse 5,
actually the text will not bear this interpretation, for the word...is neuter gender, and thus requires a
neuter antecedent. The word ‘salvation’ is feminine. That which was in the apostle’s mind was the
whole of the blessings earlier enumerated—sonship, forgiveness of sins, the divine inheritance and
the providential care of the Father” (Woods, p.28).

The brethren are told to greatly rejoice, even in the very throes of persecution. This is in keeping with
the Lord’s earlier counsel: "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you" (Matt. 5:10-12).

1) Compare: "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Rom. 8:18).

2) Faithful saints can logically and scripturally rejoice greatly in persecution on account of the fact
that this indicates they are acceptable to God; if one is in good standing with the Father, then the
eternal welfare of the soul is on solid ground.

At the worst, earthly persecutions are limited in duration—for a season. Even if the span of time
involved were to encompass the rest of our lives here, that period of time is insignificant in view of
the unending eternity before us. "For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish,
yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. 4:16-18).

“‘Ifneed be’ does not signify, as many commentators assert, that there is in these words an implication
that the suffering of the saints was divinely sent; a view which seriously reflects on the goodness of
God. The meaning is that if it should become necessary (ei deon estin), because of the circumstances
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characteristic of their time to be exposed to trials and hardships from without, they were not to despair,
but to see in these difficulties an occasion for rejoicing in the test of their faith which such trials
afforded” (Woods, p.29).

According to Paul in 2 Timothy 3:12, the usual case is that the saints will meet with persecutions:
"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." Tribulations may take
various forms and come in a variety of degrees, from imprisonment and martyrdom, to evil reports
charged against us. Our Lord told the apostles that they would have tribulations in this world, but to
be of good cheer, in view of the fact that he had overcome the world (John 16:33).

The trials would be manifold [from the same Greek term used in James 1:2: “My brethren, count it
all joy when ye fall into divers temptations”]. This statement sums up all the various kinds of
persecutions, difficulties, and privations they were suffering for the Lord’s cause.

2. Verse 7: “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”

a.

These “temptations” are here shown to be tests of their faith, and not enticements to commit sin. This
is parallel to Abraham’s experience: "And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, kere I am” (Gen. 22:1). The American
Standard rendition of the passage is more clearly worded: “And it came to pass after these things, that
God did prove Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham. And he said, Here am 1.”

“This does not mean that their faith was much more precious than gold, but that the testing of it,
dokimion (NT:1383), the process of showing whether it was or was not genuine, was a much more
important and valuable process than that of testing gold in the fire. More important results were to be
arrived at by it, and it was more desirable that it should be done” [Barnes' Notes, ibid.].

The design of these trials of our faith is to be found approved by the Lord at his return. “The praise
will consist of the benedictions of approval which shall come to those who have been good and
faithful servants; the glory will be the tokens of triumph which shall then be bestowed; the crown and
the robe and the palm; and the onor will be that which Jesus possessed before the world was, and
which he will at length share with those who have followed him faithfully here” (Woods, p.30).

1) Matthew 25:34: "Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."

2) John 17:24: "Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation
of the world."

3) 2 Timothy 4:6-8: "For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing."

“The earth, and universal nature, shall be dissolved; but he who doeth the will of God shall abide
forever, and his faith shall then be found to the praise of God's grace, the honour of Christ, and the
glory or glorification of his own soul throughout eternity. God himself will praise such faith, angels
and men will hold it in honour, and Christ will crown it with glory” [Adam Clarke's Commentary,
Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1996 by Biblesoft].

3. Verse 8: “Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see A4im not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

a.

The saints Peter addressed had never seen the Lord. No one living on earth today has seen the Lord.
It is unimportant to our faith for us to see him with our physical eyes. Although those people had not
seen Christ, yet their love for him was no less strong. Love for the Lord does not depend on literally
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seeing him. A blind mother who has never seen her baby, loves that baby; her love does not depend
of beholding the infant’s physical features. A blind baby also develops an undying love for his mother
without having ever seen her face.

b. Our Lord made no effort to leave behind any representation of his physical appearance; those who
knew him best while he lived on earth, did not do so. Isaiah predicted that his physical form may not
have been as pleasing to the human eye as many others were:

1) "For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no
form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him"
(Isa. 53:2).

2) But David is described: “And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a
beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is
he” (1 Sam. 16:12).

c. Christ pronounced a blessing on those who never would see him in the flesh, but yet would believe
on him and love him: "Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed:
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed" (John 20:29).

d. Compare: "Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ
after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more" (2 Cor. 5:16).

1) To know someone is to have a special relationship with that person. A husband knows his wife,
and his wife knows him.

a) Genesis 4:1: "And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I
have gotten a man from the LORD."

b) Matthew 1:24-25: "Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had
bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS."

2) A Christian knows his God and Christ. "They profess that they know God; but in works they deny
him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate" (Titus 1:16; cf. 2
Thess. 1:8-9; John 17:3). We know God and Christ in the sense that we believe in them, love them,
and follow them.

3) Therefore, we know no man after the flesh; we do not follow any fleshly being or obey any fleshly
source of authority. We follow the will of God and Christ. These are the ones we know. This is
a blow against the Judaizers who sought to convince the Gentile saints to follow the Law of
Moses. These Jewish teachers claimed that the Law was still in effect and that the Gentile
Christians must be circumcised and keep the Law in order to be saved.

4) The Jewish people believed that there were certain blessings which undeniably belonged to them
because of their fleshly kinship to Abraham. Physical kinship has no benefit for the soul, but
obedience to the Master does.

a) Matthew 3:8-10: "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones
to raise up children unto Abraham. And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees:
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire."

b) Romans 2:28-29: "For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision,
which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God."

c) Luke 11:27-28: “And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the
company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the
paps which thou hast sucked. But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of
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God, and keep it.”

d) Matthew 12:47-50: “Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand
without, desiring to speak with thee. But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who
1s my mother? and who are my brethren? And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples,
and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my Father
which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”

5) For about thirty-three years, Christ abode on earth in a fleshly body. He no longer is on earth and
does not now live in a fleshly body. We will never see him in a fleshly body. Premillennialism
claims that Christ must return to earth, live again on earth, and set up an earthly kingdom over
which he will reign for a thousand years. For this to take place, it appears that he would have to
have a fleshly body again. But Paul says that "henceforth know we him no more" (that is, he will
not inhabit a mortal body any more). There is no passage of Scripture which says that Christ will
ever so much as set foot upon the earth again!

e. “Yehave unutterable happiness through believing; and ye have the fullest, clearest, strongest evidence
of eternal glory. Though they did not see him on earth, and men could not see him in glory, yet by that
faith which is the evidence of things not seen, and the subsistence of things hoped for, they had the
very highest persuasion of their acceptance with God, their relation to him as their Father, and their
sonship with Christ Jesus” [Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1996 by
Biblesoft].

4. Verse 9: “Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.”

a. The term here translated “receiving” is used in 2 Corinthians 5:10 and Ephesians 6:8 to indicate the
reward to be received by the saints in the last day; it is used in the same way here.

1) 2 Corinthians 5:10: "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."

2) Ephesians 6:8: "Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of
the Lord, whether se be bond or free."

b. Theterm “end” [telos] means the fulfillment of their faith at the Judgment when eternal salvation will
be given. Salvation in heaven is the goal of our faith. This is the reason Christ came into the world.

1) Matthew 1:21: "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins."

2) Luke 19:10: "For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost."

3) John 3:16: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

4) 1 Timothy 1:13-15: "Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but [ obtained
mercy, because [ did iz ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief."

c. Our Lord did not come to give a social “gospel,” political freedom, worldly riches, or earthly rewards.
This is where the doctrines of Armstrong, the Watchtower Witnesses, the Adventists, and the premil-
lennialists have greatly erred. Moreover, it has become unpopular to speak of Gehenna, and Heaven
1s not much emphasized by today’s religious world. Modernistic and liberal churches are so much
interested in social affairs and getting voters registered, along with other mundane interests, that
eternal salvation is often ignored. But eternal salvation in Heaven was a point of major emphasis by
the inspired preachers and teachers of the first century.

D. 1 Peter 1:10-12: The Work of the Prophets.
1. Verse 10: “Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the
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grace that should come unto you.”

a. The Old Testament prophets spoke beforehand of the grace which we now have. It was not their lot
during this lifetime to enjoy the blessings this grace would offer.

1) Matthew 11:11: "Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen
a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he." [John never had the privilege of being a citizen in God’s kingdom, the church].

2) Matthew 13:17: "For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired
to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them, and to hear those things which ye hear,
and have not heard them."

3) Peter’s mention of this fact was intended to make the brethren appreciate their blessings more, so
as to remain faithful in the persecutions they faced. It has the same effect on us.

b. The nature of inspired prophecies was such that the prophet was not always privy to the meaning of
the predictions. Daniel was a case in point; in some cases, he was told; in other cases, he was left in
the dark: "Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank
of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river. And one said to the man clothed in
linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? And
I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right
hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time,
times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all
these things shall be finished. And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall
be the end of these things? And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed
till the time of the end" (Dan. 12:5-9).

c. According to Peter, the prophets sought diligently to understand the prophecies they delivered. The
subject he specifically identifies were their predictions regarding the “grace that should come unto
you”—the gospel system. There were some things they were not permitted to know. Think how Isaiah
must have pondered concerning the suffering Savior described ahead of time in Isaiah 53. They were
given only what they needed, as was the case throughout the ages.

1) Deuteronomy 29:29: "The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which
are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law."

2) Even the apostles of Christ were not allowed to know certain things until the time was right:
"When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or
the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:6-8).

d. “Hereisindisputable evidence of the verbal inspiration of the prophetical writings. These prophecies,
far from being the productions of the prophets, unaided by inspiration, were so far above and beyond
them, that they were dependent on others for instruction enabling them to grasp the significance of
their own writings. A remarkable example of this will be seen in the instance of Daniel inquiring of
the angel the meaning of the matters revealed to him” (Woods, pp.32f).

1) Daniel 7:16: "I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So
he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things."

2) Daniel 9:2-3: "In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years,
whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy
years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and
supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes."
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2. Verse 11: “Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”

a.

The prophets of the Old Testament searched diligently to learn the details of when these great events
and blessings would come. It was not their lot to experience these, or to know the details thereof. They
could not learn the details in the Old Testament writings, just as we cannot learn from the New
Testament when the end of time will be. Jesus knew the Old and New Testaments perfectly, but still
did not know when the Second Coming would be: "But of that day and #hat hour knoweth no man,
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray:
for ye know not when the time is" (Mark 13:32-33). Neither the Old Testament nor the New Testa-
ment revealed the time of the Second Coming. Christ had perfect knowledge of both Testaments, but
he did know when.

The Old Testament prophets predicted future events by the Spirit of Christ.
1) 2 Samuel 23:2: "The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue."

2) Acts 1:16: “Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost
by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.”

3) 2 Peter 1:20-21: "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."

The Holy Spirit is called the “Spirit of Christ” because Christ is superior in authority to the Holy
Spirit. The Father is greater in authority than Christ, and Christ is greater in authority than the Spirit.
God sent Christ and Christ sent the Spirit—which evidences a divine “chain of command.”

1) John 13:16: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that
is sent greater than he that sent him."

2) John 14:28: "Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved
me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than 1."

3) John 15:26: "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me."

The prophets searched what time and what manner of time [ chronos and kairos]; these are expressions
indicating duration of time and periods of time. Both of these terms are used in Acts 1:6-8: “It is not
for you to know the chromos or the kairos.” Undoubtedly, Daniel 9:25-27 was one such prophecy:
"Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war
desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be
poured upon the desolate."

They bore witness beforehand of the sufferings Christ was to endure and the glory that would follow.
These truths were revealed to them by the Spirit of Christ, who was in them. Among the truths we may
deduce from these facts, are these:

1) The Old Testament prophets spoke by inspiration.
a) 2 Samuel 23:2: "The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue."

b) Acts 1:16: "Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy
Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that
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2)

3)

4)

took Jesus."

c) Acts 3:22-23: "For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall
say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the people."

The same Spirit that inspired the Old Testament prophets also worked through the apostles of
Christ and other inspired people of the first century.

a) Luke 24:49: "And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high."

b) John 16:12-14: "Thave yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show i¢ unto you."

c) Acts 1:5,8: "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence....But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth."

Since it was the Spirit of Christ who influenced the Old Testament prophets, it is obvious that
Christ existed back then, and did not begin his existence when he was born of a virgin.

a) Micah 5:2: "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old, from everlasting."

b) John 1:1-3: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made."

The sufferings Christ underwent were planned and intended from the beginning [they were not
last-minute substitutions when the Jews rejected the Lord, as the millennialists assert]. The Old
Testament clearly revealed the fact that the Messiah would suffer (Isa. 53). The Jews still cannot
see how Christ could be both a suffering savior and a reigning Monarch.

a) Daniel 9:25-27: "Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are
determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall
be poured upon the desolate."

b) Luke 24:25-27: "Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his
glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself."

c) Luke 24:44-46: "And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses,
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their understanding,
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that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day."

d) Acts 3:18: "But those things, which God before had showed by the mouth of all his prophets,
that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled."

e) Acts26:23: "That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the
dead, and should show light unto the people, and to the Gentiles."

f. On earth, our Lord faced may hardships and privations. He did not have a certain place to sleep and
eat during his public ministry; he had many enemies; the people placed great demands on his time in
their quest for miraculous aid. He was ignominiously arrested, tried, and crucified; he was buried in
a borrowed tomb. But he arose from the dead on the third day; at the proper time, forty days later, he
ascended to Heaven, where he re-gained the glory he possessed in eternity.

1) Daniel 7:13-14: "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages,
should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."

2) John 17:5: "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was."

3) Acts 2:29-36: "Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the
flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrection
of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God
raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now
see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto
my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the house
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ."

4) Ephesians 1:19-23: "And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe,
according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but
also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him o be the head
over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all."

3. Verse 12: “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things,
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.”

a. The things revealed to the Old Testament prophets they predicted, but it was not their good fortune
to enjoy these blessings themselves while on earth. They served God under an inferior system and
during a dark, superstitious, ungodly, and unenlightened time.

b. These prophets were willing servants in the great plan of God; they suffered and died for the great
Cause to come. Therefore, those who are recipients of the great blessings of the gospel are to be
willing to suffer for the Cause, remain faithful, and be thankful for those prophets for our present
blessings and honor.

c. We have far greater light revealed in the gospel than was ever known by people living previous to its
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revelation. We know what is required to be saved and to be faithful, and we know what lies beyond
this life: the Hadean world, the Resurrection, the Judgment, and the final destiny of both the righteous
and the unrighteous. We may not know what will transpire tomorrow; we may have sorrow, pain, and
loss; but we have every reason (and all the information we need) to have full confidence about the
future. We can know whether we are right with God, and therefore have the greatest hope that is
possible in this life. We bemoan the darkness too much: actually we have a tremendous amount of
light, especially in contrast to what was known before the coming of Christ.

1) John 1:6-18: "There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him,
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 1John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This
was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.
And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared Aim. "

2) John 3:18-21: "He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifest, that they are wrought in God."

3) Acts 26:18: "To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me."

4) 2 Corinthians 4:3-4: "But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."

d. The Old Testament prophets did not know these things in detail, but the Spirit has fully revealed them
in the New Testament.

1) Romans 16:25-26: "Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since
the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith."

2) 1 Corinthians 2:9-14: "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of
God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
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because they are spiritually discerned."

3) Ephesians 1:9-10: "Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;
even in him."

4) Ephesians 3:1-11: "For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have
heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise
in Christ by the gospel: Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God
given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all
saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ; And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold
wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."

5) 2 Timothy 1:9-10: "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel."

6) Titus 2:11-14: "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."

. The Spirit predicted (through the Old Testament prophets) the coming of this New Testament system,
and Christ preached (through the apostles and other inspired men of the first century) the fulfillment
of it. The Jews had great respect for the Old Testament prophets; Peter’s information here, together
with the fact that the apostles and New Testament prophets could produce miracles, was a strong case
for the unbelieving Jews to accept the truth.

Peter states that the angels desired to peer into the great mysteries of God’s eternal plan. It was not
for them to know until such time that the strategy was to be unfolded. No provision for salvation was
given to the angels. The word “desire” is a strong word, indicating “to set the heart on, to want
passionately”). To “look into”” means to “stoop to look.” This is the word used to describe what Peter
did when he reached the Lord’s empty tomb: "Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and
stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself
at that which was come to pass" (Luke 24:12).

. “In emphasizing the greatness of the salvation that has come to Christians, Peter in this affirms that
even the angels of heaven are deeply concerned and interested in this salvation; and why not? For their
own number who had sinned, there was no day of grace, no offer of pardon, no opportunity to seek
a remedy. The same verse of the word of God which relates their sin also relates their being cast out
of heaven! No wonder they were interested in this new thing wherein God would forgive sinful and
rebellious men! No greater wonder ever appeared, either in heaven or upon earth!” (Coffman, p.176).

. 2 Peter 2:4: “For if God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
committed them to pits of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment” (ASV).
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E. 1 Peter 1:13-21: Be Sober, Obedient and Godly.

1. Verse 13: “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

a. The people in Palestine of that ancient day wore long, flowing robes. While these garments may have
been cool in hot weather and handsome in appearance, they would not make activity easy. Hence, they
would “gird-up” the loose folds of their robes with a girdle (a belt), making movement, work, travel,
and other actions easier.

1) Peter uses this common practice as a figure, to depict gathering up all ideas, motives, and other
mental activities. Anything that would diminish or hinder spiritual activity and progress must be
controlled if we are to be prepared to discharge our spiritual duties. Compare: "Let your loins be
girded about, and your lights burning" (Luke 12:35).

2) The Israelites in captivity, at the first Passover, were to eat the Passover meal, with their garments
girded, ready to begin their journey immediately: "And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded,
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S
passover" (Ex. 12:11).

3) Anallusion may also be intended to what the Lord did when he gathered his apostles together for
the last Passover he ate with them: "Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside
his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a basin, and
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. Then
cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered
and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith
unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part
with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head"
(John 13:3-9).

b. We are told to be sober. To be sober-minded is to maintain self-control. If we have sobriety, we will
obtain calmness of mind, a highly-distinctive feature of mature Christianity. The more sobriety we
possess, the less we will be upset by the minor aggravations of life. We will gradually subdue these
provocations.

1) “It is a grace which tempers enthusiasm and keeps it in proper bounds. When Paul was charged
with fanaticism for preaching the gospel so fervently, he could reply: ‘I am not mad, most
excellent Festus; but speak forth words of truth and soberness.’ (Acts 26:25)” (Woods, p.39).

2) 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8: "Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For
they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who
are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope
of salvation."

3) 1 Peter 4:7: "But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer."

4) 1 Peter 5:8-9: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world."

c. We are told to set our hope on the grace that is to be brought unto us at the revelation of Christ. The
ASV renders the verse in these words: “Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be sober and set
your hope perfectly on the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet.
1:13). Hope is comprised of desire and expectation; we desire the object of our hope and we have a
reasonable expectation of obtaining it. Our hope is to be firmly and properly focused on our eternal
reward.
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d. Brother Woods thought the “revelation of Jesus Christ” was a reference to the grace being given to
the saints even at the present: “The phrase, ‘that is to be brought,’ is translated from an article and a
participle, (fen pheromenen) in the present tense, indicative of the fact that the grace referred to is
being brought now in a present revelation of Christ. Every gift of grace which the Christian receives
is a further and additional revelation to him of Christ and what he means to the human soul” (p.39).
Christians are certainly blessed in this life; it is likewise certain that we will be blessed in eternity. Our
current blessings are but a foretaste of the greater glories that shall be ours in Heaven. The more
natural understanding of Peter’s statement seems to be in reference to the Second Coming of Christ,
when all earthly affairs will be brought to a conclusion and all spiritual rewards will be given.

1) Mark 10:30: "But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and

sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal
life."

2) 2 Timothy 4:6-8: "For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, [ have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing."

3) 1John 3:1-3: "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure."

4) Colossians 3:1-4: "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with him in glory."

e. How then are we to understand the use of the present tense in the phrase? We have a measure of grace
in our present lives as faithful saints—and we are to receive the full measure when our Lord returns.

2. Verse 14: “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your
ignorance.”

a. As part of the present long sentence (covering four verses), the apostle depicts the saints as obedient
children of God. A son partakes of his father in certain features. He might be like him in physical
appearance, in strength, in disposition, in voice, etc. The Lord connected sinful Jews to their
father—Satan: "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it" (John 8:44). Other usages
of the figure include the following:

1) Ephesians 2:3: "Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath,
even as others."

2) Ephesians 5:8: "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light."

3) 2 Thessalonians 2:3: "Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition."

4) 2 Peter 2:14: "Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable
souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children."

5) Luke 16:8: "And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the
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children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light."

6) One of the reasons Christ is spoken of as the Son of God is because he partakes of the nature and
characteristics of his Father. [Some have foolishly thought that since Christ is God’s Son, then
there was a point in time when our Lord had a beginning; but he is eternal in being: "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made" (John 1:1-3; cf. Micah 5:2).

b. One becomes a child of God through obedience, and remains a loyal child of God by obedience.

1) Romans 6:16-18: "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness."

2) Hebrews 5:8-9: "Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;
And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him."

3) Revelation 22:14: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."

c. The firstrecipients of this epistle included Gentile saints. This is indicated by his admonition for them
not to fashion themselves “according to the former lusts in your ignorance.” They were ignorant of
the Mosaic Law, they lived in darkness, superstition, idolatry, and sin of all kinds (cf. Rom. 1:18-32).
God overlooked some things at one time, but now requires all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30).
Peter urges the brethren against returning to their old manner of life. The Jews of the first century were
not known for lasciviousness, but the Gentiles were.

1) Of course, the Jewish Christians had also been involved in sin; their lives were not always
characterized by holiness and obedience to God. The Jews had God’s law but did not keep it; the
Gentiles did not have God’s law, and went deeply into sin; every alien sinner today is guilty of sin
and needs to obey the gospel.

2) What the apostle says here applies to all Christians, of every generation, for we all have a
background of sin from which we must ever turn away.

d. We are not to “fashion” ourselves again to become what we once were. The instruction is for them
(and us) not to be conformed to the manner of life, speech, and dress of the world, out of which we
have been called.

1) Romans 12:1-2: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

2) 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14: "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."

3) 2 Corinthians 7:1: “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

4) 1 John 3:1-3: “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
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hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”
5) Matthew 5:8: “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”

6) Hebrews 12:14-15: “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord: Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing
up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled.”

7) The whole world might be in sin, but that does not give us the right to be like them: “You shall
not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shall you testify in a dispute to follow after a crowd to
pervert judgment® (Ex. 23:2, NKJ).

3. Verses 15-16: “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”

a. The fact is simply stated that we have been called by a holy God. The statement itself does not define
the process, but other passages tell us clearly how the call was issued and what the proper response
was.

1) Mark 16:15-16: "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned."

2) Acts 2:36-41: "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard t4is, they were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise
is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God
shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this
untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day
there were added unto them about three thousand souls."

3) 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14: "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."

b. God is holy and we must be holy. The word holy is from the Greek hagios, which denotes a life that
is separated from the practice and guilt of sin. “This holiness to which all are called is, essentially,
separation from a life of habitual sin and all worldly defilement. Such is the meaning of the word
translated ‘holiness’ (hagios). The words sanctify, sanctification, saint, holy and holiness all derive
from this same word and thus bear related meanings” (Woods, p.42). We cannot become as pure in
character as God is, but we can become like him; we tend to become like the object of our worship.

1) Matthew 5:48: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." [The
context shows that God loves his enemies and his friends; we are to love our enemies and our
friends; in this manner our love is perfect (complete)].

2) Psalms 135:15-18: "The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. They
have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not; They have ears, but they hear
not; neither is there any breath in their mouths. They that make them are like unto them: so is
every one that trusteth in them."

c. “Theverb ‘be’ is not the ordinary word for simple being, but one which means, literally, ‘to become.’
The tense of the verb (ingressive aorist) suggests the ushering in of one into a new state. This reveals
that the holiness enjoined for the Christian is not such as is a necessary consequence of having obeyed
the gospel, but a manner of life attained through a positive renunciation of the world by the individual
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himself. Sanctification is thus not some mysterious change wrought in the soul by an incompre-
hensible operation of the Holy Spirit, but a manner of life affected through godly conduct” (Woods,
p-42).

1) Matthew 5:8: "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God."

2) 1 Thessalonians 5:23: "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and / pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

3) Hebrews 12:14: "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord."

4) 1 John 3:1-3: “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

d. We are to be holy in all our activities of life. Self-indulgence must be put aside if we want to have
God’s blessings.

1) Ephesians 4:24: "And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and
true holiness."

2) Philippians 1:27: "Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether
I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.”

3) Colossians 3:10: "And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image
of him that created him."

4) 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7: "For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain
from fornication: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification
and honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: That no
man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all
such, as we also have forewarned you and testified. For God hath not called us unto uncleanness,
but unto holiness."

5) 2 Corinthians 7:1: "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

e. The basis of the admonition of the passage is “it is written.” The perfect tense of the Greek phrase
means “it was written and now remains as a record” (Woods, p.43).

4. Verse 17: “And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's
work, pass the time of your sojourning /Aere in fear.”

a. The word “if” carries the meaning of “since” in this passage; it does not express doubt about our
calling on God. His point is this: since it is the case that you call on the Father, pass the time of your
earthly life in fear.

b. What does it mean to “call on the Father?”” Paul included in the salutation to the Corinthians [1 Cor.
1:2] areference to all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ their Lord and ours. This
includes all other Christians in every place and time. To call on the Lord's name is to invoke his help.
The phrase, "call on the name of the Lord," is used in the Scriptures as an equivalent to "obey the
gospel." This statement is misunderstood by many. The usual interpretation forced on the thought says
that if an alien wants to be saved, all he must do is call out to Christ [or to God], and ask him for
salvation. But to call upon the name of the Lord and to pray are two different things. The Bible does
not say "call" but to "call upon." That he does not mean aliens may pray for salvation is seen in other
passages.
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1)

2)

3)

4)

S)

6)

7)

God will not hear the prayer of a sinner (John 9:31; Ps. 66:18; Pr. 28:9). In the case of Cornelius,
the Lord did not save that man by prayer; rather he was instructed to send for Peter who would tell
him "words whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved" (Acts 11:13-14). The words Peter
delivered to Cornelius were the words of the gospel, which led those Gentiles to be baptized (Acts
10:47-48).

By merely calling out to the Lord, nothing is gained. "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven" (Matt. 7:21). When one cries out to the Lord for salvation, by means of prayer, he has no
reason to expect to be saved thereby. As Christ said, those who are acceptable to him are those
who obey the will of God (i.e., who obey the gospel).

The expression as given in Romans 10:13 has a universal application: "Whosoever shall call...."
This included Gentiles and Jews, all races and nationalities. The gospel is for all (Rom. 1:16).
In everynation, those who fear God and work righteousness are acceptable to him (Acts 10:34-35).
There is no separate plan of salvation for the different nations or races (Mark 16:15-16; John 14:6;
6:44-45; Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 24:47). The offer of salvation is extended to everyone (Heb. 2:9)
because all accountable persons need it (Rom. 3:23; 5:12; Isa. 56:6).

The statement gives a condition to salvation: One must call on the Lord's name to be saved. The
human response to this requirement is an act of obedience. If one denies the essentiality of
baptism for salvation on the basis of it being an act the individual enters into, the same argument
could be directed against this calling on the Lord's name. One who denies the purpose of baptism
(because it is an act of obedience), but who believes in this calling, contradicts himself. Before
one will call on the Lord's name, he must have a desire for the blessing proffered. Whosoever will,
let him take of the water of life freely (see Rev. 22:17). To call and to take the water of life are
equal, and each requires an action. What is the action? The act grows out of faith in Christ, for
one cannot call on his name successfully if he does not believe in the Lord's ability to help (Acts
4:12; John 8:21,24; 6:68).

How does one call on the name of the Lord? It is not done by prayer or by merely uttering words
with the lips (Prov. 28:9; Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 6:46; 1 John 3:22). God hears and answers the
prayers of the obedient, not the sinful. Calling on his name is explained in Acts 2. In verse 21,
Peter cites the same Old Testament passage (Joel 2:32) as did Paul in Romans 10:13. In Acts 2:22-
36, the apostles showed why Jesus could be called upon and why we should make that call. They
preached the gospel, their message was heard by the great audience, and was believed by many of
them. They asked the apostles in verse 37 what they must do, or in other words, "How can we call
on the name of the Lord?" Peter answered their query in verse 38, where he told them they must
repent and be baptized for the remission of sins. They issued their call upon the name of Christ
by repenting and being baptized.

In Romans 10:13-18, we are told that to call on the name of the Lord is simply to obey the gospel:
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who
hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But
I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the
ends of the world.”

How to call on the Lord's name is illustrated by the conversion story of Saul of Tarsus. He spoke
with Christ in a visionary scene on the way to Damascus. The discussion which ensued caused
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Saul to believe in Christ. He entered the city, where he fasted and prayed for three days. Ananias,
the gospel preacher, came to him, and commanded that Saul cease his delay, and to "arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Other details
of his conversion are related in Acts 9 and 26. Paul made this call on the Lord's name by being
baptized. "Calling on the name of the Lord" is an Old Testament description of a New Testament
process; what the Old Testament said in a figure of speech (Joel 2:32), the New Testament
presents in plain language (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16). To call on the name of the Lord is
simply to obey the gospel of Christ!

8) Faithful Christians are those who call on the Lord's name as they live the Christian life (Acts 9:14).
Saul had "authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name." To call on his name
is to make an appeal to Christ for salvation by believing and obeying his will, sincerely doing
everything the Lord requires. He saves only those who do so, whether the individual is an alien
sinner or a Christian. The alien is saved from the guilt of his past sins; the Christian is delivered
from this world and hell into heaven.

c. God is here spoken of as our Father; we are also told that he judges according to each individual’s
work. God is our Father and God is our Judge. His judgment will be impartial and fair. We have no
reason to question God’s fairness in rendering justice. This bodes well for the faithful, but ill for the
disobedient and unfaithful.

d. Wemustall give account of ourselves before God. Daniel Webster was asked what the most profound
thought was that he had ever considered. His reply: “The prospect of standing before God to give
account.”

1) Romans 14:10-12: "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy
brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one
of us shall give account of himself to God."

2) 2 Corinthians 5:10-11: "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God;
and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences."

3) 1 John 4:17-18: "Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of
judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love."

e. The heavenly judgment will not be on the basis of outward appearances such as wealth, cultural back-
ground, social standing, race, or nationality, but according to the individual’s work. The word work
is singular, thus “revealing the significant fact that the judgment alluded to is with reference to the life
as a whole, and in its comprehensive aspect” (Woods, p.44).

1) 1 Samuel 16:7: "But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height

of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart."

2) Matthew 7:21-23: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

3) John 7:24: "Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment."
4) Acts 17:30-31: "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
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every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men,
in that he hath raised him from the dead."

f. On earth, things are not always what they appear to be. The beautiful pictures of a golden brown
turkey as presented in magazine displays and television commercials are not what they appear; they
have not been cooked; they are not ready to eat. Rather, they have been carefully painted and prepared
to appear real and ready to eat. The proof of the pudding is found in the eating; the proof of a holy life
is finally determined in the Judgment. "Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to
judgment; and some men they follow after. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest
beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid" (1 Tim. 5:24-25).

g. We are told to pass our sojourning here in fear (reverence, awe) toward God. “The ‘fear’ that is to
characterize those thus sojourning is not the terror of slaves, but the worshipful awe of obedient
children toward their beloved parents. It is the fear of displeasing, the fear of causing pain on the part
of those we love by conduct inconsistent with their wishes. It is such a fear as God approves, and
which his faithful children feel....Such fear is not the shrinking attitude of cowardice, but a courageous
emotion which above all else dreads to displease God!” (Woods, p.44).

1) Deuteronomy 6:2: "That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his
commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy
life; and that thy days may be prolonged."

2) Psalms 111:10: "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have
all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever."

3) Proverbs 1:7: "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and
instruction."

4) Proverbs 14:26-27: "In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a
place of refuge. The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death."

5) Luke 12:4-5: "And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after
that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which
after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him."

6) Hebrews 12:28-29: "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming
fire."

h. The implication of “sojourning” is the fact that we are not to be forever on earth; rather, after our
relatively short time in this life, we must pass on into eternity. God’s abode is in Heaven; it is to
Heaven that we aspire to go.

1) John 14:1-4: "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know."

2) 2 Corinthians 4:14-18: "Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by
Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace
might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For which cause we faint
not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal."

3) 2 Corinthians 5:1: "For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we
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have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."

4) Philippians 3:20-21: "For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ: who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the
body of his glory, according to the working whereby he is able even to subject all things unto
himself” (ASV).

5) 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18: "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these
words."

5. Verses 18-19: “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”

a. The passage emphasizes the truth that the cost of our redemption was extremely high! “Verse 16
contains an admonition to holiness—godly living—founded on the example of God himself. Verse
17 is an exhortation to godly fear, based on the fact of a judgment conducted with impartiality and
without respect of persons. Here...there is an argument for holiness from the premise of the
redemption which has been obtained for us from the bondage of sin at such infinite cost” (Woods,
pp.441).

b. To redeem is to buy back. The term was used in ancient days especially in reference to the act of
buying freedom for a slave. Without the price being paid, the slave would continue in his bondage.
It is used in the passage and elsewhere in the New Testament to describe the process by which one is
ransomed from the bondage of sin. In the modernism of today’s sophisticated religious world, little
emphasis is placed on salvation from sin; rather, our modernistic folks are more interested in the so-
called “social gospel” and political activism [promoting their pet programs by political pressure and
intrigue]. Their interests lie in such issues as “gay rights,” “gay marriage,” abortion rights, and a host
of other matters of concern to the “left.” The inspired writers of the New Testament were properly
engrossed with the spiritual matters of salvation from sin and the eternal rewards of Heaven.

c. Ourredemption is not secured by worldly wealth, which is subject to dissolution. “The words, ‘silver’
and ‘gold,’ in the text are in the diminutive form, the little things of the species, thus indicating that
the ransom under consideration did not consist of the little silver and gold coins ordinarily used in
obtaining the freedom of enslaved people” (Woods, p.45). Gold and silver (and all other material
items) are vain (empty; useless; powerless) to effect the removal of sin’s guilt.

1) “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:19-21).

2) “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

3) “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's” (1 Cor. 6:20).

4) “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and
bring upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Pet. 2:1).

5) “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13).
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6) “For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins”
(Matt. 26:28).

7) “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood”
(Acts 20:28).

d. “The word ‘vain,” applied to conduct, mataias (NT:3152) means properly ‘empty, fruitless.” It is a
word often applied to the worship of idols, as being nothing, worthless, unable to help, (Acts 14:15;
1 Kings 16:13; 2 Kings 17:15; Jer 2:5,8,19) and is probably used in a similar sense in this place. The
apostle refers to their former worship of idols, and to all the abominations connected with that service,
as being vain and unprofitable; as the worship of nothing real (compare 1 Cor 8:4, ‘We know that an
idol is nothing in the world'), and as resulting in a course of life that answered none of the proper ends
of living. From that they had been redeemed by the blood of Christ. [Received by tradition from your
fathers] The mode of worship which had been handed down from father to son. The worship of idols
depends on no better reason than that it is that which has been practiced in ancient times; and it is kept
up now in all lands, in a great degree, only by the fact that it has had the sanction of the venerated
people of other generations” [Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1997 by Biblesoft].

e. Peter affirms that they [and we] were redeemed by the precious blood of Christ. He gave his life in
our behalf—and more especially in our stead. His death had as its chief aim our redemption from sin.
God’s chief aim in giving his Son was not for our social, physical, or economic good (although these
are enhanced by the gospel), but for our soul’s salvation.

1) Luke 19:10: “ For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

2) 1 Timothy 1:13-15: “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”

f. Christ is here described as a lamb who is without spot or blemish. There was no moral or spiritual
defect in Christ.

1) John 1:29: “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.”

2) Leviticus 4:32: “And if he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it a female without
blemish.”

3) Leviticus 22:22-24: “Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall
not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto the
LORD. Either a bullock or a lamb that hath any thing superfluous or lacking in his parts, that
mayest thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall not be accepted. Ye shall not offer
unto the LORD that which is bruised, or crushed, or broken, or cut; neither shall ye make any
offering thereof in your land.”

4) Numbers 28:3, 11: “And thou shalt say unto them, This is the offering made by fire which ye shall
offer unto the LORD; two lambs of the first year without spot day by day, for a continual burnt
offering....And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD;
two young bullocks, and one ram, seven lambs of the first year without spot.’

5) Hebrews 4:15: “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”

6) 1 Peter 2:22: “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.”

g. The blood of animals which was prominently offered during the Patriarchal and Mosaic Ages was
entirely without power to remove sin. God used animal sacrifices in those ancient days to give man
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a figurative preview of the eventual death of the Christ, the Lamb of God. His blood was perfectly able
to pay the ransom for our sin, but the blood of animals was not.

1) Hebrews 10:1-4: “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image
of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the
comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the
worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. Butin those sacrifices there
is a remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and
of goats should take away sins.”

2) Hebrews 9:12-14: “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and
of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:
How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

6. Verse 20: “Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these
last times for you.”

a. The subject of this part of Peter’s long sentence is Christ, the unblemished Lamb. Christ was fore-
known [foreordained—KJV] before the foundation of the world. “‘Foreknown’ means to know
before; hence, Christ was so recognized before ‘the foundation of the world.” ‘Foundation’ (kataboles,
to throw down, thus, the first part of a building; the foundation) indicates here the beginning, and
contextually, the beginning of the ‘world.” The word ‘world’ is from the Greek kosos, an orderly
system, hence age, or dispensation. Thus, Christ, as a lamb, was foreknown as such from before the
beginning of the age or dispensation. What age? Creation, so some expositors affirm, thus projecting
the time when Christ was ordained as a sacrifice into the period before creation of the universe”
(Woods, p.47.

1) Brother Woods views the “world” [kosmos] here as a reference to the Mosaic Age— i.e., that
“Christ, before the beginning of the Mosaic age, and before the intricate and detailed system of
sacrifices which characterized it was originated, was ordained by the Father to suffer as a
sacrificial lamb in expiation of the sins of the world...” (pp.471).

2) The basis for this conclusion is on the notion that if God had planned for Christ’s sacrifice for sin,
then man’s fall into sin was mandated by this plan. However, God can foreknow some event or
fact that will occur in the history of mankind without predestining that event or fact to take place.
If you were situated on the top of a high mountain, and could see two cars headed toward a fatal
collision course unbeknownst to the drivers, you could know what was soon to take place, but you
did not predestine that crash. God could foresee what would take place in human history without
programming those facts and events of history.

b. The most natural understanding of the meaning of “world” [kosmos] as used in the passage is to see
itas areference to the beginning of the universe. God, knowing ahead of time that man would fall into
sin, formulated a plan in eternity, by which his Son would be offered as a sacrifice for man’s salvation.

1) Acts 2:23: “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.”

2) Acts 3:18: “But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.”

3) Acts 4:28 : “For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.”

4) Genesis 3:15: “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

5) Galatians 4:4-5: “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
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C.

woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.”

God had planned from the beginning for Christ to die for the sins of the world (Rev. 13:8; Luke 22:22;
John 3:16; Isa. 53; cf. Ps. 41:9; Acts 1:16). Premillennialists assert that Christ came to set up an
earthly kingdom, but when the Jews refused his reign, God decided to substitute the church in the
place of the kingdom. In order for the church-system to be inaugurated, the death of Christ was
required, an event not necessary for the earthly kingdom (in the premillennial view). But if the
kingdom (as they view it) had been established, the plans and prophecies concerning the death of
Christ would have come to nought! But the scriptures cannot be broken (John 10:35). It is plain,
therefore, that God fully intended for his Son to die on the cross, and that he prepared for this, and
predicted it, from the beginning of time (Gen. 3:15; Rev. 13:8; Luke 24:44-46; Acts 26:22-23). This
means that the premillennial theory is false! The church (which is the kingdom) was always in God's
plan.

1) Luke 22:22: “And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto that man by
whom he is betrayed!”

2) John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (Cf. Isaiah 53).

3) Psalms 41:9: “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath
lifted up his heel against me.” Compare: “Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was
guide to them that took Jesus” (Acts 1:16).

4) Revelation 13:8: “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

5) Luke 24:44-46: “And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while [ was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their understanding, that they might
understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.”

6) Acts 26:22-23: “Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both
to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say
should come: That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the
dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.”

“[Before the foundation of the world]....The phrase katabolees (NT:2602) kosmou (NT:2889),
foundation of the world, occurs often in the New Testament, and is supposed by some learned men
and good critics to signify the commencement of the Jewish state. Perhaps it may have this meaning
in Matt 13:35; Luke 11:50; Eph 1:4; Heb 4:3; and 9:26. But if we take it here in its common
signification, the creation of universal nature, then it shows that God, foreseeing the fall and ruin of
man, appointed the remedy that was to cure the disease. It may here have a reference to the opinion
of the Jewish doctors, who maintain that seven things existed before the creation of the world, one of
which was the Messiah” [Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1996 by
Biblesoft].

“[Before the foundation of the world] That is, from eternity. It was before man was formed; before
the earth was made; before any of the material universe was brought into being; before the angels were
created" [Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1997 by Biblesoft].

1) Matthew 25:34: “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
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2)

3)

4)

John 17:24: “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation
of the world.” [God loved Christ before the Mosaic Age; he loved him before the creation of the
universe].

Ephesians 1:4: “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”

Ephesians 3:9: “And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”

f. God’s great plan of redemption was formulated before the beginning of time but was not revealed
until the first century—with the giving of the gospel.

1)

2)

3)

Romans 16:25-26: “Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since
the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.”

Ephesians 3:3-11: “How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as [ wrote afore
in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body,
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof | was made a minister, according
to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery,
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus
Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Matthew 13:15-17: “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. But
blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, That
many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen
them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.”

7. Verse 21: “Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that
your faith and hope might be in God.”

a. Again, the subject is Christ. It is only by Christ that we become believers and followers of God.

1))

2)

3)

4)

John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.”

Acts 4:11-12: “This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head
of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

Acts 13:38-39: “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from all things,
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.”

Hebrews 7:24-28: “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.
Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless,
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b.

undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as
those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he
did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity;
but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for
evermore.”

5) Ephesians 2:12-17: “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making
peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the
enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were
nigh.”

“In the resurrection, ascension and consequent glorification [Christ’s—bw] at God’s right hand we

have the basis of our faith and hope in God. In Peter’s speeches recorded in Acts, much emphasis is

given to this theme” (Woods, p.48).

1) Acts 2:32-36: “This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by
the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost,
he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens:
but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy
foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

2) Acts 3:15: “ And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are
witnesses.”
3) Acts 4:10: “Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus

Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this
man stand here before you whole.”

F. 1 Peter 1:22-25: Purified Souls and the Word of God.

1. Verse22: “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love
of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.”

a.

Other translations:

1) ASV: “Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, love one another from the heart fervently.”

2) NKI: “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love
of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart.”

The apostle affirms here that our salvation (which he describes as purifying the soul) directly involves

the obedience of the individual. He states that they had purified their souls in obeying the truth. Some

well-meaning folks often assert that if we must meet some condition in order to be saved, we have

earned salvation. But God has a part in the salvation process and the individual has a part.

1) Acts 2:40: “And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from
this untoward generation.”

2) John 8:24: “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that [ am
he, ye shall die in your sins.”

3) Luke 13:3: “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”

4) Matthew 10:32: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before
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my Father which is in heaven.”

5) Mark 16:15-16: “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.”

6) Romans 6:16-18: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness.”

7) Philippians 2:12: “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only,
but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”

c. “‘Have purified,’ is, literally, ‘having purified’ from the perfect participle derived from hagnizo, to
purify morally, to reform. The perfect tense places the action in the past, with existing results. Their
souls had been, at some time in the past, purified; and they remained so. The manner in which such
purification was accomplished was through obedience to the truth, and resulting from it was
‘unfeigned love of the brethren’” (Woods, p.49). The Greek word for purify is also used in:

1) Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”

2) James 4:8: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double minded.”

d. Since it was their souls that were purified, then the cleansing was from the guilt of sin. The great
purpose of God’s eternal plan (which focused on the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ) was to
save souls.

1) 1 Peter 1:9: “Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.”

2) Mark 16:15-16: “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.”

3) Luke 19:10: “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

4) 1 Corinthians 15:1-4: “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first
of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”

e. Their souls were purified (saved) when they obeyed the truth (the gospel).
1) John 17:17: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”

2) 1 Peter 1:24-25: “For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And
this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”

3) Romans 6:16-18: Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness.”

4) Acts 2:36-38: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
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Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

5) Hebrews 5:8-9: “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;
And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”

6) Revelation 22:14: “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”

Their souls were saved when they obeyed the truth through the Spirit. The truth was given through
the work of the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

1) John 16:13: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come.”

2) 1 Corinthians 2:9-13: “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of
God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

3) Titus 3:3-5: “For we also once were foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. But when the kindness of God
our Saviour, and his love toward man, appeared, not by works done in righteousness, which we
did ourselves, but according to his mercy he saved us, through the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit” (ASV).

When their souls were saved in obeying the truth given through the Holy Spirit, they obtained an un-

feigned love of the brethren. Their love was unpretended; it was genuine. “The love of the brethren

which they thus experienced is described as ‘unfeigned’ (literally, not hypocritical from a not; and
hupocrites, a play actor, one who exhibits the character of another, and in consequence, a hypocrite).

Unfeigned love is, therefore, sincere affection, without admixture of deceit or affectation. It is love

which is not in word only, but also in deed, and in truth. (1 John 3:18). The words, ‘love of the

brethren,’ are translated from one word—philadelphia—a term well known as the name of cities both
ancientand modern. (Rev. 2:7.) It is compounded from philos, love; and adelphos, a brother. The term

is thus vividly descriptive of affection obtaining between brethren” (Woods, p.49).

1) Luke 22:44: “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became as it were
great drops of blood falling down upon the ground” (ASV). The word Greek for “fervently” is
used also in this passage [’earnestly”].

2) 1 John 3:18: “My Little children, let us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and
truth” (ASV).

2. Verse 23: “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.”

a.

Since Christians all have the same Parent, they are brothers and sisters; they ought to have common
love as is true among members of the same physical family. “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous” (1 Peter 3:8).

In the context of verses 22-23, being born again and purifying the soul by obeying the truth are parallel




Bob Winton The Epistle of First Peter Page 52

statements: one is born again when he obeys the gospel. Peter gives an exceedingly plain definition
of the new birth.

1) John 3:3-5: “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be
born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” [The Lord here used a figure of speech to describe the
salvation process].

2) Mark 16:15-16: “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” [Our Lord used literal language here to identify the salvation process].

c. The three thousand souls of Acts were born again; but this was accomplished by their obedience to
the gospel: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many
other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Then
they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls” (Acts 2:36-41).

1) Matthew 7:21-23: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

2) Romans 4:19-21: “And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when
he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: He staggered not at
the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully
persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.”

3) John 6:63: “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are life.”

4) Philippians 2:16: “Holding forth the word of life; that  may rejoice in the day of Christ, that  have
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.”

5) Matthew 4:4: “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

6) 1 Peter 2:1: “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all
evil speakings.”

7) 1 Timothy 4:6: “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good

minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou
hast attained.”

8) John 12:48: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”

9) Revelation 20:12: “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”
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d. The fleshly birth is produced by corruptible seed (seed that is subject to death). The spiritual birth is
produced by the incorruptible seed, which is God’s word.

1) 1 Corinthians 4:15: “For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many
fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.”

2) James 1:18: “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.”

3) James 1:21: “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”

4) Luke 8:11: “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.”

5) Matthew 13:19: “When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which
received seed by the way side.”

6) Mark 4:14: “The sower soweth the word.”
7) John 3:6: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
e. The word of God lives and abides forever.

3. Verses 24-25: “For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away. But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the
word which by the gospel is preached unto you."

a. The quotation is from Isaiah 40:6-8: “The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.”

1) This Old Testament passage is also cited in James 1:10-11: “But the rich, in that he is made low:
because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning
heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it
perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.”

2) Psalms 103:15-16: “As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.
For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.”

b. “[Forall flesh is as grass] That is, all human beings, all men. The connection here is this: The apostle,
in the previous verse, had been contrasting that which is begotten by man with that which is begotten
by God, in reference to its permanency. The former was corruptible and decaying; the latter abiding.
The latter was produced by God, who lives forever; the former by the agency of man, who is himself
corruptible and dying. It was not unnatural, then, to dwell upon the feeble, frail, decaying nature of
man, in contrast with God; and the apostle, therefore, says that ‘all flesh, every human being, is like
grass. There is no stability in anything that man does or produces. He himself resembles grass that
soon fades and withers; but God and his word endure forever the same.” The comparison of a human
being with grass, or with flowers, is very beautiful, and is quite common in the Scriptures. The
comparison turns on the fact, that the grass or the flower, however green or beautiful it may be, soon
loses its freshness; is withered; is cut down, and dies” [Barnes, Biblesoft].

c. “Allflesh, like grass (chortos, herbiage of the field, grass, hay, flowers), which withers and ultimately
fades and perishes, will eventually go the way of all the earth; and the glory of man, like the flower
of the grass which shrivels and falls, shall perish and fail and be forgotten, and the pride and the
beauty and accomplishments attendant thereon vanish. In contrast with all such, ‘The word of the Lord
abideth for ever’” (Woods, p.52). But the glory of man is short-lived.

1) Matthew 24:35: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
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2) 2 Peter 3:8: “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”

d. Peteridentifies the word of the Lord as the gospel of Christ. He ties the gospel to the new birth, to our
purification from sin, and to our hope.
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I PETER 2

A. 1 Peter 2:1-3: Spiritual Growth.

1. Verse 1: "Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings.”

a. What the apostle affirms here is a natural outgrowth of the preceding passage. Since they had been
born again by the word of God, it logically followed that they ought to put away from themselves the
items he next identifies: malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, and evil words.

b. To lay aside (“putting away”—ASV) is to discard something unwanted; in the original, scholars tell
us the expression was used by the Greeks to denote casting away clothing. Peter used the expression
to depict getting rid of spiritual characteristics which are unbecoming of godliness. As we would cast
aside old, worn-out, filthy garments, never to don them again, so when we obey the gospel we cast
away the evil practices of the old man of sin, never to live in them again.

1) Colossians 3:9-10: “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created
him.”

2) Romans 13:12-14: “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works
of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.”

3) James 1:21: “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”

4) Galatians 3:27: “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
c. They were to put away all malice.

1) The word for malice is translated “wickedness” in the ASV. The word Peter used [kakian] means
evil of all kinds, but here reference is to the desire to injure another.

2) “The word ‘malice’ we commonly apply now to a particular kind of evil, denoting extreme enmity
of heart, ill-will, a disposition to injure others without cause, from mere personal gratification, or
from a spirit of revenge—Webster. The Greek word, however, includes evil of all kinds” [Barnes'
Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright ©) 1997 by Biblesoft].

3) Compare:

a) Romans 1:29: “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers.”

b) Acts 8:22: “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of
thine heart may be forgiven thee.”

c) 1 Corinthians 5:8: “Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven
of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

d) 1 Corinthians 14:20: “Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye
children, but in understanding be men.”

e) Ephesians 4:31: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be
put away from you, with all malice.”

f) Colossians 3:8: “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your mouth.”

g) Titus 3:3: “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.”
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4) Matthew Henry described malice as “anger resting in the bosom of fools, settled overgrown anger,
retained till it inflames a man to design mischief, to do mischief, or delight in any mischief that
befalls another” [Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, Electronic Database.
Copyright ©) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.].

5) Malice is an active ill-will toward another; it is a malignant disposition that desires the hurt of the
one toward whom it is directed. Malice can rest in the heart of an individual without being seen
for a time, but if it is allowed to develop, it will ultimately be revealed in evil words or actions.
In a case known to this scribe, a man was enraged when his wife and family left him, after years
of vile abuse at his hand. He allowed malice to build in his heart until, in an unrepressed rage, he
murdered his wife and daughter.

d. They were to put away all guile.

1) Guile is the practice of craftiness for the purpose of hurting another or achieving some selfish end.
The word carries the idea of catching with a baited trap or hook.

2) The word is from a Greek term which means a bait for fish (literally); any snare, cunning
contrivance for deceiving or catching; any trick or crafty scheme; wile, treachery.

3) Deceitfulness is strictly forbidden as sinful, along with all half-truths and scheming. "Behind-the-
scenes-maneuvering" among members of the church is odious and sinful.

4) Guile is the opposite of sincerity.

a) 1 Peter 2:22: “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.” [This was said about
Christ, our model].

b) 1 Peter 3:10: “For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil,
and his lips that they speak no guile.”

c) John 1:47: “Jesus saw Nathaniel coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed,
in whom is no guile!”

e. They were to put away hypocrisies.

1) This word comes from an old word for stage-player, an actor, one who is merely playing a part.
An actor plays a role; he is putting on a show for the entertainment of an audience. Though his
words may express great love or anger, they are not intended to be sincerely meant.

2) A hypocrite assumes a role that does not present his true nature. He hides his wicked purposes
under the appearance of doing right.

a) Mark 12:38-40: “And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to
go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces, And the chief seats in the
synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts: Which devour widows' houses, and for a
pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation.”

b) Matthew 6:2: “Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily
I say unto you, They have their reward.”

c) Matthew 6:5: “And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.”

d) Matthew 6:16: “Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for
they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They
have their reward.”

e) Matthew 24:51: “And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites:
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
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g)

h)

7

k)

Matthew 15:7-8: “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from

2

me.

Matthew 23:13-15: “But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the
kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are
entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows'
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.”

Matthew 23:23: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

Matthew 23:25: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the
outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.”

Matthew 23:27: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones,
and of all uncleanness.”

Matthew 23:29: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs
of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous.”

3) A Christian must not merely appear to be following Christ, he must be sincerely following him in
reality.

f. They must put away envies.

1) Envy usually develops because of possessions or some other material situation. No one envies a
poor man; neither does anyone envy one who is in ill-health, in prison, or in some other dire
circumstance. Envy is directed toward one who is will blessed with material wealth or with some
other desirable possession, circumstance, beauty, or advantage.

2)

Envy is a feeling of unhappiness because another has that which one desires for himself. This
sinful attitude is the root of many evils.

a)

b)

c)

d)

Envy was one of the sins behind the killing of Christ: “For he [Pilate] knew that for envy they
had delivered him” (Matt. 27:18).

Envy on the part of the ten brothers moved them to sell Joseph into slavery: “And the
patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him” (Acts 7:9).

Envy caused certain unbelievers to oppose Paul: “But the Jews which believed not, moved with
envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set
all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the
people” (Acts 17:5).

Envy is a mark of carnality: “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying,
and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?” (1 Cor. 3:3).

Envy is identified as one of the works of the flesh: ”Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:21).

g. They must put away all evil speakings.

1) There is a difference in speaking evil and speaking of one’s evil. To speak evil of another is to
utter slanderous, defamatory remarks which are intended to harm the victim.

2) The word is translated in 2 Corinthians 12:20 as “backbitings” and “speak against” in 1 Peter 2:12.
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The reference is to disparaging or belittling remarks about the reputation, worth, or character of
another person.

3) The expression “evil speakings™ also includes filthy language and dirty jokes.

a) Ephesians 4:29: “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.”

b) Ephesians 5:2-3: “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. But fornication, and all
uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints.”

h. “It should be observed that the sins designated in this catalog are such as operate to destroy the
brotherly relationship which begets and maintains love, and to create an attitude of mind and
disposition of heart where malice, bitterness and hate reign instead. These evils are closely related and
develop from each other. A malicious disposition leads to deception, deceit, envy and defamation; and
the effort to conceal such produces hypocrisy. All such attitudes are utterly foreign to the Spirit of
Christ, and to the principles which governed and motivated his life. All such must be resolutely put
away if we are to have his approval and commendation” (Woods, p.54). “If a man say, I love God,
and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he
love God whom he hath not seen?” (1 John 4:20).

2. Verse 2: “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.”

a. Having addressed the subject of the new birth at the close of the previous chapter, Peter here describes
the saints as “newborn babes.” Despite his actual age, when one obeys the gospel, he is a spiritual
infant. Some have already developed the Christian character to a considerable degree when they
become Christians, but that is not generally the case.

b. To be depicted as a spiritual infant is not intended to be a disparagement; it is a simple statement of
fact. A new Christian has not had the time and experience to have learned much about the Bible; he
has not faced the many encounters with temptation and trial to have obtained the strength and wisdom
that come thereby. At the same time, a babe in Christ has a teachable disposition; he is not hardened
against the truth; he is not mired in sin.

1) 1 Corinthians 4:15: “For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many
fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.”

2) Matthew 18:3: “And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

3) Matthew 19:14: “But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

4) Mark 10:14-15: “But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I
say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter
therein.”

5) 1John5:1: “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth
him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.”

6) Isaiah 28:9: “Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?
them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.”

7) 1 Corinthians 14:20: “Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children,
but in understanding be men.”

c. The saints are told to desire the sincere milk of the word. To desire is to eagerly long for the word of
God.




Bob Winton The Epistle of First Peter Page 59

1) “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matt.
5:6).

2) Newborn babies do not have to be coaxed or forced to take milk (unless they are ill); so Christians
must have that innate desire for the word—if they do not, something is wrong.

d. Saints are told to desire the sincere milk of the word. The word is spoken of as being sincere [or
spiritual—ASV . Its appeal is to the reason; it pertains to the intellectual and spiritual part of man;
it does not feed the body, but the soul. Neither is there any insincerity or guile about God’s Word.

1) Regarding the word translated sincere (or spiritual), brother Woods observes: “The word occurs
only once elsewhere in the New Testament (Rom. 12:1), where it describes the character of the
service we are to render to God” (p.55). “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service” (Rom. 12:1).

2) “Sincere—'guileless.' Irenaeus says, 'Heretics mix chalk with the milk.' ‘The’ implies that, besides
the well known pure milk, there is no other unadulterated doctrine: the Gospel alone can make us
guileless (1 Peter 2:1)” [Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database.
Copyright ©) 1997 by Biblesoft].

e. The way to spiritual growth is not through merely stimulating the emotions, but by filling the mind
with the truth of God’s word.

1) Hebrews 4:12: “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

2) Hebrews 5:12-14: “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of
milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of
righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

f. It is an individual responsibility to grow in knowledge, an obligation that requires regular and hard
study.

1) 2 Peter 3:18: “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To
him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.”

2) 2 Timothy 2:15: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

3) 2 Peter 1:5-11: “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;
And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in
you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.”

g. The word “milk” is used instead of “meat,” for as the infant cannot partake of the latter, so the
newborn saint is not ready for the deeper aspects of the word. Some new Christians have become
discouraged and gave up the faith because they could not quickly grasp the hard parts of the Bible. A
new saint is not ready for the Book of Revelation, for example, until he has learned much about the
gospel accounts, the Book of Acts, and the epistles.
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3. Verse 3: “If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”

a.

b.

This verse is a quotation of Psalm 34:8: “O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man
that trusteth in him.”

An infant, having tasted his milk, knows that it is good, and happily imbibes time-after-time. In view
of the fact that a Christian has tasted the goodness of the Lord, he will return gladly to that source of
nourishment and strength. [Note: the use of “if” does not suggest doubt, but carries the idea of
“since”].

For a good many years, my wife kept children for working mothers. Often she would have the old
country fare of biscuits and gravy for breakfast. She would give the little ones a taste of gravy when
they were old enough to partake; they instantly took a liking for it, and could hardly be filled.

We do not “taste” the Lord literally, but when we study his word, learn his will, and obey him, we
quickly learn that these efforts are greatly rewarding. Growing up in the faith, experiencing many
hardships and receiving many blessings, we perceive that it is truly good to serve the Lord!

B. 1 Peter 2:4-10: Spiritual Relationships of Christians.

1. Verse 4: “To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious.”

a.

b.

NKJ: “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by god and precious.”

Peter speaks of these Christians as coming to Christ. They had already come to Christ and had entered

into his spiritual body, when they obeyed the gospel (Matt. 11:28-30; Acts 2:36-41; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal.

3:26-27; Eph. 1:3). As they continued their obedient service to Christ, they obtained from him the

needed help, information, and encouragement. Compare: “Let us draw near with a true heart in full

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with

pure water” (Heb. 10:22).

The apostle next uses the figure of a stone to describe our Lord, an illustration occurring frequently

in the Scriptures.

1) Acts4:11-12: “This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head
of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

2) Genesis 49:24: “But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the
hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel).”

3) 2 Samuel 22:2: “And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer.”

4) Psalms 61:2: “From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead
me to the rock that is higher than 1.”

5) Isaiah 28:16: “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone,
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.”

6) Romans 9:23: “As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”

7) Ephesians 2:20: “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone.”

8) See also 1 Corinthians 3:1-11 and 10:1-11.

Christ is here depicted as a “living stone.” From the rock, Moses produced life-giving water for the

thirst-starved Israelites in the wilderness (Num. 20).

1) “The allusion in this passage is to Isa 28:16, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried

stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste’....There
may be also possibly an allusion to Ps 118:22, “The stone which the builders disallowed is become
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the headstone of the corner.’

a) “The reference is to Christ as the foundation on which the church is reared. He occupied the
same place in regard to the church which a foundation-stone does to the edifice that is reared
upon it. Compare Matt 7:24-25....The phrase ‘living stone’ is however unusual, and is not
found, I think, except in this place. There seems to be an incongruity in it, in attributing life to
a stone, yet the meaning is not difficult to be understood. The purpose was not to speak of a
temple, like that at Jerusalem, made up of gold and costly stones; but of a temple made up of
living materials—of redeemed people—in which God now resides. In speaking of that, it was
natural to refer to the foundation on which the whole rested, and to speak of that as
corresponding to the whole edifice.

b) “It was all a living temple—a temple composed of living materials—from the foundation to
the top. Compare the expression in John 4:10, ‘He would have given thee living water;’ that
is, water which would have imparted life to the soul. So Christ imparts life to the whole
spiritual temple that is reared on him as a foundation” [Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database.
Copyright ©) 1997 by Biblesoft].

2) “Christ is a ‘living stone,’ (1) because, unlike the inert, lifeless stones of the earth, he is a stone
of energy, vitality, and life; and (2) having been raised from the dead, he /ives to die no more.
Being alive himself, he is thus the source of life to his followers. Though Peter was himself a stone
(petros), he was wholly unlike the stone (/ithos) which he describes here. Petros is a fragment of
native rock, unhewn; whereas, /ithos is one shaped and fitted for the purpose designated” (Woods,
p.57).

e. At this point, it would be helpful to consider the Lord’s promise in Matthew 16 to build his church
upon the great truth that he is the Son of God. “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). The
word “rock” (in Matt. 16:18) is from a different Greek word, Petra (in the same verse) which is
feminine gender. Petros and petra do not refer to the same person or thing. W.E. Vine (p.302) defines
petra as a mass of rock, as distinct from petros (a detached stone or boulder, a stone that might be
thrown or easily moved). To see how petra is used in the New Testament indicates the difference
between the two Greek words.

1) Matthew 7:24-25: "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon
arock."

2) Matthew 27:51,60: "And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent....And laid it in his own new tomb, which he
had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed."

3) Luke 6:48: "He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on
arock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake
it: for it was founded upon a rock."

4) Luke 8:6: "And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because
it lacked moisture."

5) Romans 9:33: "As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed."

6) 1 Corinthians 10:4: "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ."

7) Revelation 6:15-16: "And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief
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captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens
and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb."

8) Having seen the distinction the Bible makes between petros and petra, it is thus very obvious that
Jesus did not say that he would build his church upon Peter (petros), but upon petra, something
far more substantial and reliable than a stone. Indeed, that foundation could be nothing else but
the great truth which Peter had just confessed (verse 16), that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

f. Inour text, the apostle states that this living stone (Christ) was rejected by man. The prophetic picture
given in Isaiah 53 showed beforehand that the Suffering Savior would not find pleasure in the sight
of the majority. Our Lord did not fit the Jewish expectations of the Messiah, thus did they reject him;
the majority of Gentiles did not find him consistent with their notions, thus they also rejected him. So
also does the majority today refuse to allow him into their hearts and lives.

1) Isaiah 53:1-3: “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? For
he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is
despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were
our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”

2) Acts4:11-12: “This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head
of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

3) John 1:11-12: “He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”

g. But Christ was deemed precious by the Father. God regarded him as worthy of the highest honor; he
found him to be precious in the fullest sense. “‘Precious’ in 1 Pet. 1:19, descriptive of the blood of
Christ, is not the same in meaning as here. There it is translated from timios, that which has intrinsic
value; here it is estimos, God’s recognition of that intrinsic value. The contrast is further drawn out
with reference to the manner in which God and men regarded Jesus. Though the Jews ‘rejected him,’
God ‘chose’ him; though they counted him spurious and without value, God regarded him as worthy
of great honor” (Woods, p.57).

2. Verse 5: “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”

a. In Peter’s imagery, Christians are also depicted as “living stones.” Each saint is an important block
in the Lord’s spiritual house, which is also spoken of as a temple.

1) Matthew 16:18: “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

2) 1 Timothy 3:14-15: “These things write [ unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry
long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”

3) Isaiah 2:2-3: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain
of'the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”

4) Ephesians 2:18-22: “For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
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himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto
an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit.”
b. This spiritual house (temple) has in it a holy priesthood. The figure changes somewhat. In the first
picture, the followers of Christ are shown to be a house; in the second, they are shown to be active
workers in the Lord’s house—serving him in the capacity of priests.

1) The Mosaic system had a separate priesthood, occupying a position between the worshiper and
God. The Christian system has no separate priesthood; rather, each saint is a priest, able to offer
his own worship to God (cf. John 4:23-24).

2) These priests (Christians) are holy—they have had their sins washed away in the blood of the
Lamb of God, and each walks in the light of the Gospel, being cleansed by the blood of Christ: “If
we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him
a liar, and his word is not in us” (1 John 1:6-10).

3) Various religious groups have developed their systems around the concept of a separate priest-
hood. Their reasons for doing so may be obscure, but the outcome is an unscriptural arrangement.

c. As a holy priesthood, we offer up spiritual sacrifices to God. Old Testament priests offered literal
sacrifices; our sacrifices are spiritual in nature.

1) Hebrews 13:15: “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is,
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”

2) Ephesians 5:18-19: “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord.”

3) Colossians 3:16-17: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

4) Acts2:42: 