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BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

Bobby Duncan

Bob Duncan was a preacher unlike most others. It began with his eagerness in study and his love for the
Bible. This, along with a natural ability, prompted his great speaking and teaching ability. As a result,
not only was he sought after as a speaker, but his positions on various doctrinal matters were considered
by preachers throughout the brotherhood.

Bob Duncan's deep, yet easy to follow lessons were distinct, biblical, and conservative. They were
extremely powerfully delivered, and the words flowed smoothly from the head (and heart) to the tongue.
Brother Duncan preached widely: in local work, in meetings and lectureships, and on television and radio.
He never disappointed those who came to hear him speak. In fact, when he was assigned a specific lesson
on a certain topic, it would seem his was the benchmark sermon on that subject.

The conservative and biblical positions Bob Duncan held, the forthrightness with which he preached, the
willingness to take a stand without being mean, the great volume of scripture considered, and the power
of the delivery of well-worded statements on the subjects chosen were the earmarks of Robert B. Duncan's
preaching.

The principle measure of Bob Duncan's preaching success was its effect on others. The church was
motivated, instructed, strengthened, and lifted to greater heights by his work. The effect of Bob's
preaching is well described by Oliver Goldsmith in a classic poem about a village preacher:

"Truth from his lips prevailed with double sway, And fools, who came to scoff, remained to pray." Yes,
people were changed by the preaching of Bob Duncan.

-Tim Rice-
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A BAKER'S DOZEN WAYS TO DO YOURSELF A FAVOR "
Proverbs 12:28; Peter 3:10-12; John 10:10

Note carefully the words in the following texts:

"In the way of righteousness is life, and in its pathway there is no death" (Proverbs 12:28).
“He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue ...” (1 Peter 3:10-12).
"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. ..." (John 10:10).

Now notice what is said about the life of the wicked:

"But the wicked arelike the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There
is no peace, says my God, for the wicked.” (Isaiah 57:20-21).

The devil would have us believe we deprive ourselves of a great deal of happiness in this life by
living for the Lord. He has been successful in brainwashing the majority of people into believing that lie.
But these verses being true — and they most certainly are — then we do ourselves a great favor in living
by the word of the Lord.

In this sermon I want to mention a baker's dozen ways you can do yourself a favor. (Explain
"baker's dozen.")

DISCUSSION

DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY OBEYING GOD EARLY IN LIFE.

A. Ecclesiastes 12:1 “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days
come, And the years draw near when you say, ‘I have no pleasure in them™

B. Solomon had tried everything: Wealth, food, wives, concubines, power, honor, etc. Notice what he
concluded: Ecclesiastes 12:13.

C. Songs: “What do you hope, dear brother, to gain by a further delay?

There’s no one to save you but Jesus, and no other way but His way.”

D. Continuing to delay your obedience to God will cause your conscience to become seared.
1 Timothy 4:1-2 — “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having
their own conscience seared with a hot iron”

DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY CULTIVATING A PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD WORSHIP.
A. Worship is a privilege, not a chore (Psalms 122:1 — I was glad when they said to me, Let us go
into the house of the Lord.”)
B. John 4:24 — Three vital things about worship:
1. Right object — God. We assemble, not to please ourselves, but to pay homage, reverence,
honor to God.
2. Right attitude — in spirit. Not merely a form. Just performing certain acts or saying
certain words is not enough. Must be done from the heart, the spirit, the inner person.
3. Right acts —in truth. (According to God’s word — John 17:17)

DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY GUARDING YOUR HEART.
A. Proverbs 4:23 — “Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.”
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1. New American Standard Bible: “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow
the springs of life.”
2. New Berkeley version: “Above all that you guard, watch over your heart, for out of it are
the sources of life.”
B. Impossible to overestimate the importance or right thinking (Proverbs 23:7 “For as he thinks in
his heart, so is he.”)
C. Luke 6:45 — “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man
out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil.”

IV. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY LIVING EVERY DAY ONE AT A TIME.
A. Matthew 6:34 — “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
B. Do not Live in the future (James 4:13-14).
1. "Can't wait until I get to 16 years old." (or 21.)
2. If you are not happy now, you won't be later, unless you change attitude.
C. Do not live in the past.
1. Forty-year-old says, "I wish I were 21." Sixty-five-year-old says, "I wish I were 40."
2. At age 85, Caleb was not talking about the accomplishments of his past.
He was saying: "Give me this mountain" (Joshua 14:12).
D. Philippians 4:11 — “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am,
to be content”

V. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY PUTTING THE KINGDOM OF GOD FIRST.

A. Matthew 6:33. Need to learn this early in life.

B. One reason some do not believe the Christian life is a happy life is they have tried to serve the
Lord half-heartedly. Tried to straddle the fence. Tried to claim the benefits of being a Christian
without whole-hearted service to the Lord.
Matthew 6:24 — “No man can serve two masters ...”
Begin now to put God first in your giving. (Cf. 2 Corinthians 9:7)
Galatians 2:20 — “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God”
F. One who puts the kingdom first is really living; those who try to serve God without totally

= O a

surrendering their lives to him are the most miserable people in the world.

VI. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY FORGETTING SELF AND SERVING OTHERS.
A. John 13:1-17 Jesus washed the feet of the disciples.
B. Thinking of self makes one miserable.
1. Problem in the home. Husband and wife should forget selves and concentrate on making
other one happy.
2. Some in the church come unglued because they think only of themselves, and whether or
not others are treating them right.
C. In affluent time such as we enjoy, it is easy for young people to get the idea the world owes them
a living. Don't make that mistake.
D. Do something for someone TODAY. See if it does not bring you more happiness than it does them.
That is the reason the “Secret Sister” program is so valuable; it involves people in doing things
for others.
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VII. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY LEARNING TRUE CONTENTMENT.
A. Outward circumstances do not determine contentment (Philippians 4:11).
1. Philippians was written from a Roman prison. Instead of bitterness on the part of its
author, joy comes through.
2. dJesus said: “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of the things he possesses.” (Luke 12:15).
B. Abraham Lincoln said: “Most people are about as happy as they decide to be.”

VIII. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY CULTIVATING A PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD WORK.

A. Genesis 2:15 — “Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it.” That was before man sinned. Work was not a punishment for sin.

B. As stated earlier, it is easy for children to grow up without learning to work ... Those who are
older had to work when we were growing up. We have mistakenly shielded our children from
working. We determined we wanted life to be easier for them. It was easier while they were
growing up, but harder after they are grown, for they have not learned the value and the joy
of work.

C. Ephesians 4:28 — “Let him who stole steal no longer ...”

IX. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY DEVELOPING YOUR TALENTS.
A. Matthew — 25:14-30 Parable of the talents.
B. So much easier to develop our abilities while we are young.
C. Not all have the same abilities. 1 Corinthians compares the church to a body with all its members.

X. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR/BY READING AND STUDYING YOUR BIBLE DAILY.
A. 1 Peter 5:8 — "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
B. Matthew 4:1-11 — Jesus overcame every temptation by using the word of the Lord.
C. 1 Corinthians 10:13 — "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man ... "
D. Psalms 119:11 — "Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You ... "

XI. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR' BY DEVELOPING GOOD HABITS OF PRAYER.
A. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 — “Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
B. Philippians 4:6-7 — “Be anxious for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made know to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus ...”

XII. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY LEARNING TO FORGIVE.

Ephesians 4:32 — “And be kind one to another ...”

Matthew 6:12 Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our ...”
Some of the most miserable people are the ones dying of “grudge-itis.”

A lack of forgiveness keeps us from being genuinely penitent. One who is genuinely penitent has

SCaw»>

no trouble forgiving others.

XIII. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR BY BEING FAITHFUL.
A. Revelation 2:10 — “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

3
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B. Always live so as to be able to say: “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved
His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:6-8).

C. Hardships may come, but remember: “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we
do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things
which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

(2 Corinthians 4:16-18).

CONCLUSION

Remember: “In the way of righteousness is life; and in its pathway there is no death"
(Proverbs 12:28).
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ABRAHAM'S WORSHIP
Genesis 22:1-13

When Jesus wanted to teach a lesson on marriage in Matthew 19, he went all the way
back to the very first marriage and based his lesson on that. In studying any Bible subject, there
is a great deal to be said for going back to the very first mention of that thing in the Bible, and
learning what we can about it in its original form. For example, if you want to know about the
grace of God, go to its very first mention in the Bible in Genesis 6:8. See how the word grace is
used there, and then apply what you learn to the verses in the New Testament which declare that
we are saved by grace.

The first occurrence of the word worship in the Bible is in Genesis 22:5 in connection with
Abraham's offering Isaac as a burnt offering. Genesis 22:1-13 says:

Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “T'ake now your son, your
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham
rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose
and went to the place of which God had told him. Then on the third day Abraham
lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said to his young men,
“Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will
come back to you.” So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them
went together. But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And
he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide
for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. Then
they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar
there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on
the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife
to slay his son. But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” And He said, “Do not lay your
hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” Then Abraham lifted his
eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns.
So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead
of his son.

Let us see from this original use of the word if we can get a clearer understanding of what
is involved in the matter of worship. We learn several things from this account. We learn:

DISCUSSION

WORSHIP MUST BE BASED ON THE WORD OF GOD.
A. The only reason offering Isaac was acceptable worship is that God told him to do it.

5
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1. When he offered Isaac, he was acting on faith. “So then faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
2. That's the thing that made Abel's offering acceptable. “By faith Abel offered to God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous,
God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaks” (Hebrews 11:4).
What if he had offered Isaac without God's authorizing it? Would be murder.
But suppose he had done something else, like offering a lamb, or sending Isaac away as he had
sent Ishmael away?
If it's going to be worship, it has to be what God said. We are not free to worship God just any way
we choose.
“Whosoever transgresses, and does not abice in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who
abides in the doctrine of Christ he has both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9).
“And in vain they worship me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men”
(Matthew 15:9).
Fact Abraham might not be able to explain just exactly why things were as they were did not
keep him from doing what God said. Look at Isaac's question.

II. WORSHIP INVOLVES AN ACT OR SOME ACTS.

A.
B.

C.

D.

“the lad and I will go yonder and worship ...” (Genesis 22:5).

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son” (Hebrews 11:17).

This not something he could sit at home and do in his mind. Not something someone else could
do for him.

Worship is not just an attitude. It is “homage paid.”

III.  WORSHIP INVOLVES A COSTLY PRESENTATION.

A.

In his case, God had said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the
land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I shall tell
you” (Genesis 22:2).
“And [David] the king said unto Araunah, ‘No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price: nor
will I offer burnt offering to the LORD my God with that which cost me nothing.” So David bought
the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver” (2 Samuel 24:24).
1. Many people are perfectly content to try to worship God without its costing them anything.
2. But such is not worship.
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to His name.” (Hebrews 13:15).
Not merely the gift of our money, but of our minds, our lips, our bodies.
Abraham could not do what he did on this occasion with the same degree of casualness with which
some come here each Sunday. Do not open their mouths to sing. Sleep during the service, etc.
Sometimes people say, “I didn't get much out of the service today.” Ask Abraham what he expected
get out of the worship as he was going up that mountain. And as he is returning, ask him if he
got anything out of the worship.

IV.  WORSHIP INVOLVES A SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD.

A.

“I and the lad will go yonder and worship.” He left some things behind that might have been a
hindrance to his worshiping the Almighty.
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The affairs of life need to be left behind. Problems on the job should be left behind when we come
to worship. So should Saturday's football game. Can you imagine that, while Abraham was
binding Isaac and reaching for the knife, he was thinking, “I wonder if that spotted cow has had
her calf yet”?

Do you suppose he was wondering what Sarah was going to have for dinner when he got home?
No!

All these things were shut out. He was here to worship God.

Self-interest has no place here. Not a question of everything's going to suit him.

The church at Corinth, with their problems over who prophesied, who led the prayers, who led
the singing, would not fit into this kind of worship at all.

This mountain top where Abraham came to worship is God's place. Giving honor and adoration
to him in the way he has prescribed is the only thing that matters. Everything else is excluded.

V.  WORSHIP RESULTS IN BLESSINGS TO THE WORSHIPER.

A.

“Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: ‘By Myself
I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son,
your only son—blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the
stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess
the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22:15-18).

No doubt Abraham ascended that mountain with a heavy heart, but as he comes back down he
has a spring in his step and a song in his heart.

Another blessing: A greater appreciation for his son.

Another: He now knows his faith in and devotion to God is strong enough to cause him to do
whatever God told him to do.

Still another: What kind of example did this furnish for Isaac? Suppose someone had said to Isaac
years later, “Did your father really have a great deal of faith?” Contrast Lot.

No man can worship God acceptably, and come away poorer as a result thereof

Question: Why did God want Isaac as a burnt offering? Answer: He didn't. He wanted Abraham.
And he knew he had him if he was willing offer Isaac.

How far are you willing to go to obey God?

CONCLUSION

Here is worship. Here is a soul in tune with God, offering up his most precious possession. But
not only did he offer a lad, but he offered the soul, the heart, the mind of a daddy.
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SOME APPOINTMENTS GOD HAS MADE WITH MAN
Mark 6:1-7

We live in a time when appointments are necessary. If one needs to see a doctor, he must make

an appointment. If a woman wants to get her hair fixed, she calls for an appointment. If one is going to

get help in filling out his income tax forms, he makes an appointment. If a parent wishes to talk to his

child's school teacher, he calls for an appointment.

In Mark 16:1-7 we read about an appointment Jesus made with his disciples:

Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him. Very early in the morning,
on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they said
among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large.
And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the
right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they
laid Him. But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee;
there you will see Him, as He said to you.”

The disciples had to be reminded of that appointment. They obviously thought his death canceled

that appointment, but it did not. So Matthew 28:16 says, “Then the eleven disciples went away into

Galilee, to a mountain which Jesus had appointed for them.” There they saw Jesus, and he gave them

what we call the Great Commission.

God has made some appointments with all of us. Notice some of them:

DISCUSSION

GOD HAS MADE AN APPOINTMENT TO SAVE THOSE WHO OBEY THE GOSPEL.

A.

B.

D.

E.

“Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered; And having
been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him” (Hebrews 5:8-9).
God does not force anyone to keep this appointment. “Rejoice, 0 young man, in your youth; and
let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth; Walk in the ways of your heart, And in the
sight of your eyes; but know that for all these God will bring you into judgment”

(Ecclesiastes 11:9).

But he will suffer the consequences of not keeping it. “Since it is a righteous thing with God to
repay with tribulation those who trouble you, and to give you who are troubled rest with us when
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9).

Obedience includes baptism (Acts 10:48; Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16). One cannot obey the gospel and
not be baptized.

God has no appointment to save any except those who obey the gospel.
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F. Sometimes one will ask, “How will I know I'm saved when I obey the gospel?” The answer is that
God keeps his appointments.

II. GOD HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH EVERY CHRISTIAN IN THE ASSEMBLY.

A. Hebrews 10:23-25 — “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

B. Some seem not to realize the importance of this appointment.

1. Sleep late on Sunday morning, and then take Lord’s Supper that night. (Or go fishing, or
to the races.)
2. What an insult it must be to God, for one to take so lightly his appointment with God.

C. If you wonder why so much is said from this pulpit about the importance of faithful and regular

attendance, remember that it is one of God's appointments.

III. GOD HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH EVERY CHRISTIAN AT THE LORD'S TABLE.

A. “And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, that you may eat
and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
(Luke 22:29-30).

B. “And when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, Take, eat; this is My body which is broken
for you; this do in remembrance of Me” (1 Corinthians 11:24).

C. Lord's Supper to be eaten on first day of every week. “Now on the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and
continued his message until midnight.” (Acts 20:7).

D. Those who eat only once a month, once a quarter, or once a year are not meeting the appointment
God has made with them.

IV. GOD HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH EVERY CHRISTIAN ON THE FIRST DAY OF EVERY WEEK
TO GIVE AS HE HAS PROSPERED.

A. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 says, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as [ have given orders to
the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: On the first day of the week let each one of you lay
something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.”

1. The phrase “as he may prosper” means we are to give in proportion to what we receive.
2. For example, the Jews living under the law of Moses were required to give a tenth.
3. Certainly Christians should do more than those under the law.
B. Will a person be lost just for not giving as he should?
1. Rich young ruler (Mark 10).
2. So far as we know, that was the sin that condemned the rich man of Luke 16.

C. The widow's mites teach us that all can give (Luke 21).

D. Since Jesus measures our giving by the amount of our sacrifice, then $10.00 given by one may be
more than $300.00 given by another.

E. Our giving must also be done cheerfully and according to what we plan and purpose. “So let each
one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”
(2 Corinthians 9:7).
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In order for us to keep the appointment God has made with us, we must give:
1. Each Sunday,
2. According to our prosperity,
3. According to our plan and purpose,
4. And cheerfully.
Do you always keep this appointment God has made with you?

V. GOD HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH EACH CHRISTIAN IN A SECRET PLACE.

A.

“But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your
Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.”
(Matthew 6:6).
How many times during the past week have you prayed in secret?

1. Ifnot at all, why?

2. Do you think prayer makes no difference? If so, then you are accusing God of not keeping

His appointments.

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” (James 5:16).
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or
what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks
for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask
Him!” (Matthew 7:7-11).

VI. GOD HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH EACH CHRISTIAN IN HIS CHRISTIAN DUTY.

A.
B.

“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46).

This includes overcoming temptation to sin. “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are
able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”
(1 Corinthians 10:13).

To the Philippians Paul wrote, “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling” (Philippians 2:12).

VII. GOD HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH MAN AT DEATH.

A.

These appointments we have mentioned thus far are optional; you do not have to keep a one of
them. But this is one appointment you will keep.

“And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).

The Bible tells us that Methuselah lived 969 years. But the story of his life ends with these three
words: “and he died” (Genesis 5:27).

In 1 Kings 2:2, King David said, “I go the way of all the earth.”

Man may travel to the distant planets; he may find a cure for cancer or for AIDS; he may discover
yet more marvelous things than the computers we now use so commonly; But he will never
discover a way to keep from meeting that appointment he has with God at death.

That being the case, then doesn't it make sense to prepare for that inevitable event?

10
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VIII. GOD HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH ALL MEN AT THE JUDGMENT.

A.
B.

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).
“Because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man
whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead”
(Acts 17:31).

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10).
“For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:14).

“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another
book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works,
by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one
according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”
(Revelation 20:12-15).

This appointment at the judgment is another appointment you will keep.

CONCLUSION

Those of us who are Christians, because of our love for you, plead with you to keep your

appointment with God in obeying the gospel, in attending the services, at the Lord's table, in giving as
you should, in the secret place, in doing your Christian duty.

But no one will plead with you to keep your appointment with God at death, or at the judgment.

In view of this fact, all of us should hasten to keep all these other appointments. Then we will not fear
death or the judgment when they come.
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR WORSHIP?
Psalms 95:1-2

Psalm 95:1-2 says — “Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our
salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.”
This is one of many calls to worship found in the Psalms. (Perhaps the best known is the 100th Psalm —
“Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness: Come before His presence
with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God: It 1s He who has made us, and not we ourselves;, We are
His people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts
with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good: His mercy is everlasting,
And His truth endures to all generations.”)

Many find worship dull and boring. Some are seeking to change worship to make it more exciting.
But we need to remember that we worship, not to please ourselves, but to please God. If you find worship
dull and boring, then something needs to be changed. But it is not what we do in worship that needs
changing; that is prescribed by God, and God's prescription must be followed (John 4:24). If worship in
spirit and in truth is not meeting with your approval, then you are what needs changing.

In order for our worship to be acceptable to God and edifying to us, we should give ourselves
a three-fold examination. This examination should be with reference to:

DISCUSSION

I.  OUR ACCORD WITH OTHER HUMAN BEINGS.
A. This does not mean we should be at peace with sin and error.
1. Paul wrote: “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.”
(Romans 12:18).
2. But that we should not be guilty of any wrong-doing to any fellow human being.
B. It means rather that we should be sure our dealings with our fellow human beings are what they
should be.
1. The psalmist wrote: “Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in His
holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an
idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.” (Psalm 24:3-4).
2. Jesus said: “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way.
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23-24).
3. Jesus said also: “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:15). One man told me he had quit the church because
he could not forgive his brother.
C. Our relationship to others must be right on our part, or else we cannot worship acceptably.

II. OUR HARMONY WITH GOD.
A. One must be obedient to the gospel of Christ in order to worship acceptably.
1. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 — “since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation
those who trouble you, and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
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who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and
to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you
was believed.”

Ephesians 2:12 — “that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world.”

Ephesians 2:19-20 — “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief cornerstone,”

B. Not only must one have obeyed the gospel, but he must be living the faithful Christian life.

1.

Acts 10:34-35 — “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God
shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is
accepted by Him.”

John 9:31 — “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of
God and does His will, He hears him.”

Matthew 7:21 — “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.”

C. One cannot worship acceptably unless he is in the right relationship with God.

III. OUR ATTITUDES.

A. We must have an attitude of recognition of our own unworthiness.

1.

Psalm 51:1-4 — “Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According
to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly
from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, And
my sin is always before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in
Your sight—That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when
You judge.”

Isaiah 6:5 — “So I said: ‘Woe 1s me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips,
And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The
Lord of hosts.”

Luke 5:8 — “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”

1 Corinthians 15:9 — “For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”

Our society is being oriented toward making everybody feel good about himself, no matter
how bad he has been. Anything that causes one to feel guilt is taboo. But the gospel of our
Lord should cause us to know we are unworthy to be God's children, and were it not for
God's marvelous grace, our sins would doom us eternally.

B. We must have an attitude of gratitude.

1.

2.

Luke 17:17 — “So Jesus answered and said, ‘Were there not ten cleansed? But where are
the nine?”

James 1:17 — “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.”

13
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1 Corinthians 4:7 — “For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that
you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not
received it?” This was talking about their miraculous spiritual gifts. But some act that
way about all their blessings.

C. We must have an attitude of recognition of God's magnificence and power.

1.

Job 26:14 — Job had talked about the magnificence of God's creation, and then he said:
“Indeed these are the mere edges of His ways, And how small a whisper we hear of Him!
But the thunder of His power who can understand?”

Isaiah 40:22 — “It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, And spreads them out like a
tent to dwell in.”

Isaiah 57:15 — “For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name
is Holy: ‘T dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit,
To revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”

Psalm 8:3-4 — “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the
stars, which You have ordained, What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of
man that You visit him?”

Amos 4:13 — “For behold, He who forms mountains, And creates the wind, Who declares
to man what his thought is, And makes the morning darkness, Who treads the high places
of the earth—The Lord God of hosts is His name.”

D. We must have an attitude of recognition of God's holiness.

1.

Isaiah 6:3 — “And one cried to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The
whole earth is full of His glory!”

Deuteronomy 32:4 —“He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A
God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.”

Revelation 4:8 — “The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around
and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
Who was and is and is to come!”

E. We must have an attitude of recognition of God's mercy.

1.

Psalm 103:17 — “But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting On those who
fear Him, And His righteousness to children’s children,”

John 3:16 emphasizes God's mercy — “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
Titus 3:4-5 — “But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,”

F. We must have an attitude of Recognition of God's severity.

1.

3.
4.

2 Corinthians 5:11 — “Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but
we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.”

Romans 11:22 — “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell,
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also
will be cut off.”

Hebrews 10:31 — “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

Hebrews 12:29: “For our God is a consuming fire.”

G. We must have an attitude of recognition of eternity.

14
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1. Matthew 25:46 — “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous
into eternal life.”
2. John 11:26 — “And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

CONCLUSION

Summary: In order for one to worship, he must honestly be able to pass a three-fold
examination: (1) He must be in accord with his fellow human beings, (2) he must sustain the right
relationship with God through obedience to the gospel and faithful Christian living, and (3) he
must have the right attitude. If one can pass this three-fold self-examination, then, and only then,
is he prepared to worship.

If there is something lacking on your part, now is the time to make whatever corrections
need to be made.

15



BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

AVOIDING REGRETS IN LIFE
TEXT: Psalm 51

Introduction

1. Rehearse (sic) sin of David with Bathsheba. A reading of this chapter (Psalm 51) has convinced most

that it was written after that sin.

2. When it was written is hard to determine.
— Could have been written just after Nathan's parable (tell it) David confessed his sin on that
occasion, and perhaps shortly after that he wrote the Psalm. (Vs. 3 ) — My sin is always
before me.”
— However, it seems to me that this Psalm was probably written sometime later. The fact that he
said, “My sin is always before me” would indicate that this was something he had pondered for a
good long while. He is still fully cognizant of the greatness of the sin which he committed. He was
a man after God's own heart (Acts 7). That's not referring to his repentance over the sin with
Bathsheba, because it is said in the OT long before the sin was committed. Yet, despite the fact
that he was a man after Gods own heart, he committed a terrible sin and had to live with the
knowledge of that sin for as long as he lived on this earth.

3. He may have written this Psalm when one of his sons was murdered by another one of his sons.
— Or when one of his sons raped his half-sister.
— Or when his baby died
— Or about the time he was in battle with his own son, Absalom.
— Or after his son Absalom was slain. “Oh Absalom, Absalom ...”

4.1 don't know the occasion of writing, but I know the sin David was talking about.
— Didn't refer to sin in the plural, but in singular: “My sin ...”

5. David was living with regret because of his sin.

6. “Regret” is not in the Bible, but the thought is there.
— demonstrated in “My sin is always before me.” Just saying, “I am living with regret because of
my sin I have committed.”
— We ought to live to avoid regret.

7. 2 Corinthians 7:10 — “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the

sorrow of the world worketh death.” (KJV)
— “Sorrow” is used twice here. One which leads to repentance, godly sorrow.
“Repentance” used twice. There is something which is not to be repented of. Some things we do
which we never have to regret. Never have to repent. Never have to feel any remorse at all. What
a wonderful life if we could look back and say, “I've never done a single thing which I regret.”
None of us can truthfully say that.
— We all live with some regret, but we all ought to try to live in such a way as to avoid all the
regret we can. For here and hereafter.

8. Luke 16 — Rich man and Lazarus.
— Rich fared sumptuously. Poor man suffered.
— Observe that while the rich man was in torment he was in a state of remorse and regret. Not
only suffering agony from the flame, but also from the fact that he could remember the things
which had taken place on the earth. Conscious. Think of what he remembered. Looked back and
felt regret. He is still there today, and still regretting. I don't know all that was wrong in his life.
Wasn't lost because he was rich. Lost because of sin.

16



BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

BIBLE EXAMPLES OF PEOPLE WHO HAD REGRETS:

— We need to study these and then make up our minds that we are going to try to live in such a
way that we will have no regrets about this day or this week.

I. Adam and Eve.

A.
B.

Don't eat of the fruit of the tree. “In the day you eat of it you shall surely die.”
1 Timothy 2 — Eve was deceived in the transgression. Believed a lie. Both of them sinned. Driven
out of the garden of Eden. Adam worked by sweat/briars. Pain with childbearing. All of suffering
of this world came into being.
— if they could go back and change what they did, don't you think they would? All of the
tears, sorrow, death they brought? How would you like to live with the responsibility of
bringing all of these things into the world?

II.  The people of Noah's day, Genesis 6

A.
B.
C.

Sons of God married wicked women.

Every imagination was only evil continually.

God brought flood. Eight people left alive on the earth. Entire population was wiped out with the
exception of 8 people.

Think about the fact that all those people who died in the flood are still living today—not upon
this earth but in a conscience existence just like the rich man of Luke 16.

1 Peter 3:18-21 — “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom also
He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the
Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. There is also an antitype which now saves
us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”

— They were in prison when Peter wrote, and they are there today.

— They are locked up in that Hadean realm reserved for judgment.

You and I can be sure that they are still regretting the sins which brought destruction upon the
world in Genesis 6-8.

II1. Genesis 13 — Abraham and Lot.

SCaw»>

Review text. Abraham feels responsibility for his brother's son. Reared him.
Abraham and Lot split. Not problem between them, but between their employees.
Abraham offered Lot a choice. Pitched his tent toward Sodom.
Genesis 19. See Lot and two daughters. Wife is pillar of salt. They are standing on the mountain
with the city of Sodom behind them destroyed. I can just imagine that Lot was recognizing the
fact that Sodom, with some of his children, is gone. Wife is gone. Perhaps he thought, “I wish I
had never seen the Jordan valley!” “I wish I had chosen another land!”
Lot lived to regret a foolish decision he had made when he was a young man and could have still
had the right influence over his children so they would be spiritually minded and have their
hearts set on things above. But now too late.
—the terrible thing about regret is that you can weep and mourn and cry but you just can't
go back.
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IV.  Israel, Numbers 13 — Israel has grown large, and come out of Egypt thru the leadership of Moses.

A.

B.
C.

Send spies into land of Canaan. “The land is as God told us. Milk and Honey. But the people are
so big, and we are like grasshoppers ...”

Joshua and Caleb said “We can do it, our God will fight for us.”

The people believed the report of the unbelievers. They sat down and cried all night. God thru
Moses (14:30-33) said that their children would enter into Canaan, but they would not. Not a one
of them, because of their unbelief. 40 years they wandered in that Moabite wilderness.

Can you imagine living 40 years with the regret that you did not have enough faith to take God
at His word, and do what God said in entering the land of Canaan?

V. Judas Iscariot

A.
B.

C.

One of the 12 handpicked apostles of Christ.
Had a chance to sell the Lord for 30 pieces of silver. More interested in things material than with
those things spiritual. How about you?
Before long realized he had made a mistake.
Matthew 27:1-4 — Brought back the silver: “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They
didn't care. He tied a rope around his neck, and the other end on a limb, and bailed out.
Acts 1 — He fell down headlong and burst open in the middle and all of his entrails gushed out.
Peter said “that he might go to his own place”
— Like the rich man of Luke 16, Judas, thru the ceaseless ages of eternity,
has regretted the mistake that he made. Yet regretting it could not do away with it.
His repentance wasn't repentance in the biblical sense — that which one must do to be
forgiven — the Greek word for his repentance simply means “one filled with
remorse/sorrow for what he had done.”

VI. Ananias and Sapphira

A.
B.
C.

Acts 5 — Review text

“You have lied to God.”

If the Bible is true, and it is, Ananias and Sapphira for the last nineteen centuries have been
regretting what they did. It cannot be undone, it never shall be undone. They'll have to regret it
throughout all eternity.

VII. Rich young ruler. Mark 10

Saw»

“Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?”

“Sell whatsoever you have and give to the poor”

He was sad at that saying. Walked away.

I do not know a single other thing about this young man — Never mentioned again in the Bible.

And yet I can tell you one thing: This man lived to regret the decision he made.
— I wonder what took place when it came time for this man to die.
— Perhaps he grew old and was pressing his dying pillow. I wonder if he had the chance to
reflect upon this incident from his youth when he met the Lord. If he did have that
opportunity, I know he regretted the decision he made. And I know that for at least the
last 1,900 years he has been regretting turning his back on his best opportunity he'd ever
have to serve the Lord. He is continuing to live with regret.
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VIII.  Others-
A. Martha in Luke 10 — “You are worried and troubled ...”
(There are only two occasions on which someone told the Lord to rebuke somebody. In both of
these the Lord rebuked the one who requested the act. The other was “tell my brother to divide
the inheritance with me.” In both of these the problem was with materialistic thinking. — having
our minds on things on this earth, not on the things above.)
B. Rich fool Luke 12
— pulled down his barns to build bigger barns
— forgot about the needs of others. Lived to regret it.
C. Demas — 2 Timothy 4:10
— suppose you could walk into the corridors of hell today and talk to Demas. “Demas, did
you make a wise decision when you gave up your relationship with the apostle Paul and
the Gospel he preached so you could lay hold on the things of this world? Did you do the
wise thing?”
— He'd say, “NO! What a tragic mistake I've made. I've been regretting it for 1900 years!”
— I wouldn't be surprised if the greatest trouble in the church today—even right here—is
the Demas trouble. Overly concerned about the things of this world, and they won't live
right. Won't give up their sins. Won't faithfully attend services. Won't give like they ought
to give. Won't pray or study their Bibles. Why you can't look at them on the street during
the week and tell the difference between them and those who don't even claim to be
Christians. Demas problems. You'll regret it.
— You'll never regret living a clean life. Avoiding drinking; smoking; wearing immodest
apparel; dancing; cursing; drugs. But you'll regret participating in those things.
— Would to God I had the power this morning to get you to hate the world and love God.
D. Laodiceans — Revelation 3
— a bunch of lukewarm members of the church. I wonder how many of us fall into that
category? But they regret that today. If they didn't repent, they have regretted that for
many years.
E. Acts 24 — Felix “When I have a convenient time ...”
F. Acts 26, 28 Agrippa — “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”
— Some in this audience would fall into the category with one of these men.
“I'm almost ready to obey; to be restored.” But the time never came, so far as we know, for
these two men. Question: Do you suppose Felix regrets what he did?
Suppose Agrippa, who wouldn't become a Christian, is in heaven today with no regrets?
Or in hell today with no regrets? The Bible being true, they have been regretting for
hundreds of years their inability to stand up and do what was right when they had
the opportunity.

CONCLUSION:

I.  Purpose of this lesson is two-fold:
A. To get you to live in such a way that you will not have to look back and regret what you did in
this life. William Cullen Bryant: “So live, that when ...” Approach thy grave as one who can say,

“T have no regrets.” Wouldn't that be wonderful to lie down at the end of the way and say that?
Someone might say, “It's too late for that.”
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B. To remind you that even though no deed in the past can be undone, the guilt of sin can be taken
away. Whatever you have done. Complete forgiveness/absolution from every sin.

Once a fine looking man in his 20's walked into my office and said, “I have a problem. I'm a
homosexual. Can I go to heaven?” I said, “Do you mean go to heaven and keep living the life you're
living?” He said, “Yes.” I said, “No you can't.” He wanted to see it in the Bible. He said then, “If I
stop this and repent and live as God would have me live, can I go to heaven?” I said, “If you will
repent of your sin and obey Christ with determination to live as God would have you live, you will
start today with a clean slate.” Tears ran down his cheeks.
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
Matthew 3:13-17

The baptism of Jesus is an interesting occurrence. It has caused some to argue that baptism
cannot be for the purpose of obtaining remission of sins, for Jesus had no sins. While it is true that Jesus
had no sins, we will see that the baptism of Jesus and the circumstances surrounding it show beyond
doubt that baptism is for the purpose of obtaining remission of sins.

While this occasion furnishes the second voice from heaven we are considering in this series, it is
the first recorded time when God spoke from heaven in the presence of Jesus himself. Think with me
about this particular event and the circumstances surrounding it.

DISCUSSION

SOME INCIDENTAL CONSIDERATIONS
A. Baptism is peculiar to the New Testament. Some religionists say it was practiced under the
Old Testament.

1. This assertion is without support.

2. Washings may have been called “baptisms,” but what John practiced originated
with John.

B. The purpose of John's baptism was two-fold:

1. It was “for the remission of sins.” “John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4).

2. But look at John 1:30-31 — “This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is
preferred before me, for He was before me.” I did not know Him; but that He should be
revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.” John's baptism was to make
Christ manifest to Israel. He did that very thing on this occasion.

C. John was called “the Baptist” to denote the work he did, and not to identify him with some
religious group.

1. He was never a member of the church Jesus built. He died too soon to be a member of it.

2. “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than
John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
(Matthew 11:11).

3. Suppose I were to say that there is not a better volleyball player than Mary in the Junior
class, but that all those girls in the Senior class are better than she.

D. Baptism was considered important by Jesus.

1. Not merely passing by, but walked, probably, the distance from Galilee to Jordan, to be
baptized. A distance of seventy or eighty miles.

2. Would anyone say he placed too much emphasis on baptism? Sometimes we are told that.

3. There have always been two attitudes toward baptism. Both of them seen in
Luke 7:29-30 —

a) “And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having
been baptized with the baptism of John.” (Verse 29).
b) “But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having
been baptized by him.” (Verse 30).
E. John's reluctance to baptize Jesus is of great significance. But remember, John's baptism was:
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A “baptism of repentance.” “John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4).

It was administered to those confessing their sins. “And were baptized by him in the
Jordan, confessing their sins” (Matthew 3:6).

And it was for the remission of sins (Mark 1:4).

On these considerations, Jesus simply was not a proper candidate for baptism. He had no
sins for which to repent, none to confess, and none to be forgiven (Hebrews 4:15).

But this would put him in the very category of those baptized by denominational
preachers. A preacher once told me, “I certainly want to be sure he has been forgiven
before I baptize him.”

John was reluctant to baptize Jesus, for he knew he had no sins. (This is a marvelous
testimony to the sinlessness of Jesus.)

Then why was Jesus baptized?

a) Notice Matthew 3:14-15 — “And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be
baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him,
‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he allowed Him”

b) Notice the words allow, permit, and N-O-W, And then the words, “for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”

¢) Exception to the rule.

II. THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN
A. “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the
heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting

upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17).
B. Three miraculous manifestations attest to the deity of Jesus on this occasion.

1.

The heavens were opened.

a) “Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of
the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens
were opened, and I saw visions of God.” (Ezekiel 1:1).

b) “And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God.” (Acts 7:56).

The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the bodily form of a dove. All four of the gospel
writers mention this, though John does not mention the baptism itself or the voice from
heaven at his baptism, he mentions the Spirit's descending upon him.

a) Matthew 3:16 — “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.”

b) Mark 1:10 — “And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens
parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.”

c) Luke 3:22 — “And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him,
and a voice came from heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am
well pleased.”

d) John 1:32-34 — “And John bore witness, saying, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He who
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sent me to baptize with water said to me, “Upon whom you see the Spirit
descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”
And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”

3. The voice from heaven.

2

a) Mark and Luke record the voice as saying, “You are my beloved Son ...” while
Matthew records the words, “This is my beloved Son ...”

b) Matthew's account shows the voice was heard by those present and was intended
to 1dentify Jesus as the Son of God. No excuse for any of those present refusing to
believe in Him.

¢) Itis probably the case that the actual wording was as recorded by Mark and Luke.

(1) Psalms 2:7 says, “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You
are My Son, Today I have begotten You.”
(2) Hebrews 1: 5 quotes this prophecy and applies it to Christ.
C. “This is my beloved Son ...”
1. The word beloved is from the Greek ayamntog: “beloved, esteemed, dear, favorite”
(Thayer).
2. No excuse for a refusal to recognize Jesus as being the Christ.
D. The phrase 1 am well pleased translates one word (aorist tense of €060knoa) in the Greek text,
and the aorist tense demands a single act, that is, not done over and over again or repeated.
1. So this statement does not refer to the fact God is pleased with the way Jesus conducted
himself on earth, though he certainly was. It rather refers to some event in the past.
Probably the fact that the Father was pleased to find in his Son a solution to the problem
of sin.
2. Same sense as in Isaiah 53:10-11 — “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put
Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall
prolong His days, And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the
labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify
many, For He shall bear their iniquities.”
3. What does this say about God's love for man?

III. THE TRINITY
A. This incident shows there are three different persons which go to make up the Godhead. Brother
Guy N. Woods used to say there is one deity, and three persons who possess that deity.
1. God the Father, who spoke from heaven.
2. God the Son, to whom and about the Father spoke.
3. God the Holy Spirit, who descended upon the Son in the form of a dove.
B. One would have to close his eyes to the facts of the case as here recorded to believe there is only
one person who possesses deity, or who is God.

CONCLUSION
This event marked the beginning of what we call the personal ministry of Jesus. It is of such significance,

and is surrounded by such glory and majesty, that it is difficult for one to understand how the religious world in
general attaches such little importance to the act of baptism.
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THE BASICS OF WHAT LIFE SHOULD BE
Matthew 7:13-14

Matthew 7:13-14 says, ““Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the

way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” We sometimes hear people say that life is
complicated. I suppose in a sense that is true. But in another sense these brief words of Jesus summarize
what the will of God is for your life and mine. They lay out the basics of what life is all about, of what life

should be.

In these words of Jesus there are suggested at least five pairs of opposites, and in connection with

each pair every accountable person must make a choice. Notice them:

DISCUSSION

THERE ARE TWO (AND ONLY TWO) BASIC INVITERS.
A. The first, of course, is Jesus.

1.

Matthew 11:28-30 — “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
If you accept this invitation, there are certain obligations imposed upon you. That is, you
must commit yourself to live according to the will of him who died for you.
a) Luke 9:23 — “Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
b) Matthew 7:21 — ““Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.”
But this is the best life one can live. God created us, he knows us, and he knows what we
need to live full and happy lives. Furthermore he loves us and wants us to be happy. We
can rest assured, therefore, that the life of service to Christ is the richest, fullest, and
happiest life one can live. Not only so, but when this life is over, those who have accepted
this invitation will be given another. It is one that is worded as follows: “Then the King
will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).

B. The other inviter, of course, is Satan.

1.

He is called: the accuser of our brethren, the deceiver, the evil one, our enemy, father of
lies, god of this world, a murderer, the prince of the powers of the air, the prince of this
world, the tempter, and the serpent (among other things).

It is he who is responsible for all the sickness, pain, death, sorrow, and heartache that is
so much a part of every human life.

He is a real person, and he is dead serious about his efforts to destroy all he can.

1 Peter 5:8 — “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”

Do not be deceived into thinking that the punishment for sin will not be as bad as it is
pictured in the Bible.
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C. Romans 6:23 — “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Which invitation will you accept. You have it within your power to accept or reject

either of them. But you must accept one or the other.

II. THERE ARE TWO (AND ONLY TWO) BASIC MESSAGES.
A. One is the message of the Bible, God's truth.

1.

It can be known. John 8:32 — “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.”
It can be understood. Ephesians 3:2-5 — “if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of
the grace of God which was given to me for you, how that by revelation He made known
to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by which, when you read, you may
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not made
known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles
and prophets”
It must be obeyed. 1 Peter 1:22-23 — “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a
pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the
word of God which lives and abides forever”
We are taught to walk in it.

a) Philippians 3:16 — “Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let

us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.”
b) 2 John 6 — “This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.”

This message will be the standard by which we will be finally judged. John 12:48 — “He
who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that
I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”

B. The other message is false doctrine, or false teaching.

1.
2.

7.

Many seem to think there is no such thing.

Psalms 119:104 — “Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every
false way.”

2 Corinthians 11:13 — “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into apostles of Christ.”

2 Peter 2:1 — “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying
the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.”

Matthew 7:15 — “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravenous wolves."

1 John 4:1 — “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

What is false teaching? Every teaching that is contrary to the teaching of the word of God.

C. Do not be deceived into thinking it does not make any difference what one believes.

1.

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 — “and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this
reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all
may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”
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2. 2 dJohn 9-11 — “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house
nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.”

III. THERE ARE TWO (AND ONLY TWO) GATES.
A. One is the strait gate. (Not spelled s-t-r-a-i-g-h-t, though there is a sense in which we might say
it is s-t-r-a-i-g-h-t.)

1. The Greek otevog is defined as meaning narrow or strait. The dictionary defines strait as
meaning, “a narrow passage of water joining two larger bodies of water.” It also means
“narrow or constricted.”

2. Jesus did not use that word by accident. He used it to emphasize that one does not enter
into the way which leads to heaven in just any way he might choose. We have been accused
of being narrow for teaching that there is one exclusive way to get on the road that leads
to heaven. But Jesus is the one who said the gate is strait.

3. What does that strait gate involve?

a) Believing the gospel (Mark 16:15-16). Includes believing Jesus is the Christ (John
8:24 — “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe
that I am He, you will die in your sins.”).

b) Repenting. Greek: “to change one's mind for the better, heartily to amend with
abhorrence of one's past sins” (Thayer). Acts 17:30 — “Truly, these times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,”
Cannot get through the gate that puts one on the way to heaven without
repentance. The gate is too strait for it to be otherwise.

¢) Confessing Christ.

(1) Matthew 10:32-33 — “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I
will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies
Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”

(2) Mark 8:38 — “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

d) Being baptized for the forgiveness of sins.

(1) Romans 6:3-4 — “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried
with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life.”

(2) Acts 2:38 — “Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

(3) 1 Peter 3:21 — “There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not
the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”

(4) Galatians 3:26-27 — “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
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(5) Mark 16:15-16 — “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved;
but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

4. There is no other gate, and no other way to pass through this gate.
5. Note: By doing these things one is saved from all past sins and is now a member of the
church of Christ, God's family.
B. The other gate is described as being wide. It is so wide that we can accurately say it includes all
except the strait gate.

IV. THERE ARE TWO (AND ONLY TWO) WAYS.
A. One is the narrow way.
1. Itis hemmed in on either side by the word of God.

a) Psalms 119:105 — “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”

b) Psalms 119:130 — “The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding
to the simple.”

c) Revelation 22:18-19 — “For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the
plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from
the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”

d) Hebrews 8:5 — “who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses
was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said,
‘See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on
the mountain.”

e) 2 Timothy 4:1-4 — “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears,
they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from
the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”

2. It is too narrow for any kind of immorality.

a) Galatians 5:19-21 — “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy,
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just
as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God.”

b) Itis a way of moral uprightness and faithfulness to Christ and his church.

¢) Those traveling therein are militant in their challenge to sin and error, to atheism,
to abortion, to homosexuality, to denominationalism.

3. Our text says, “there are few who find it.” Are you one of the few?
B. The other way is the broad way.
1. It includes every way other than the narrow way.
2. It may seem right. Proverbs 16:25 — “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its
end is the way of death.”
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V. THERE ARE TWO (AND ONLY TWO) DESTINIES.
A. One destiny is life.

SR

8.

Jesus is called the bread of life (John 6:35).

He offers to those who will come to him the “water of life” (Revelation 22:17), and the fruit
of the “tree of life” (Revelation 22:14).

In John 5:40 he rebuked those who would not come to him that they might have life.

In John 6:68 Jesus is said to have the words of eternal life.

Revelation 2:10 promises a crown of life to those who are faithful.

2 Timothy 1:10 says Christ abolished death and “brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.”

Matthew 25:46 says the righteous shall go away into life eternal.

We understand this eternal life to be talking about heaven.

B. The other destiny is said to be destruction.

1.

4.

2 Thessalonians 1:9 — “These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.”

2 Peter 2:1 — “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying
the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.”

Matthew 10:28 — “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

It is not annihilation, but it is destruction.

CONCLUSION

I would emphasize that there are two (and only two) inviters, two (and only two) messages, two
(and only two) gates, two (and only two) ways, and two (and only two) destinies.

A choice you must make. To fail to choose is to choose failure. If you do not choose to hear the
message of Christ, to enter through the strait gate, to walk the narrow way that leads to life, then you
have chosen the broad way to destruction. The fact the vast majority of people who live on the earth will
be traveling that way with you will be of no comfort to you when you have come to the end of the way,
and you hear those words, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil
and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41)
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BE NOT ANXIOUS
Matthew 6:24-34

I read somewhere that the best-selling prescription drugs in the United States are Tagamet (an
ulcer medication, which I believe can now be purchased over the counter without a prescription), Inderal
(a hypertension drug), and Valium (a tranquilizer). It is generally agreed by those in the medical
profession that more than half of the hospital beds are occupied by those with psychosomatic illnesses
(physical ailments brought on by the way a person thinks).

Most Christians know the Bible teaches we are not to worry. Has this kept them from worrying?
In many cases it has not. Christians have been known to be just as insecure as those who have no faith
in the Lord at all. Add to this the fact they know they should not worry, and then they worry because
they worry.

Jesus deals with this problem in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:24-34):

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else
he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? So why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet
I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat? or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear? For after all these
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its
own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”

You will notice that the KJV uses the words “take no thought.” The ASV says, “Be not anxious.”
Some other translations, including a very fine one by brother Hugo McCord, say, “Do not worry.”

The fact the Lord commands us not to worry should be reason enough for us not to worry. But the
command not to worry is not an arbitrary command, like the command to be baptized. It is rather a
command we would want to obey, even if it were not commanded. Even unbelievers do not want to be
filled with anxiety.

In the passage we have read Jesus not only commands that we not be anxious, he tells us why
anxiety is inconsistent with faith in God. Unbelievers may talk about the damage done by worry, or the
futility of worrying, but they cannot possibly know the peace and tranquility which comes to those whose
solution to the problem of anxiety is undaunted faith in God. Notice why the Christian should not be
anxious.
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DISCUSSION

I. BECAUSE THERE IS MORE TO LIFE THAN FOOD AND RAIMENT.

A.
B.

C.

Look at the question in verse 25 — “Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?”
This question is a challenge to our standard for measuring success.

1. We measure success by the clothes a man wears, the car he drives, the neighborhood he
lives in.

2. Recently a brother in Christ wrote a book, and the title was something like How to be a
Faithful Christian, Even Though You are Successful. That sounds like there is a conflict
between Christianity and success. I would say that the man who is a faithful Christian
is successful.

How much wealth a man may accumulate, how many people may know his name, how much
political power he may have commanded, how popular he may have been — none of these will
matter at all when he is lying cold in his casket. Then his success will be measured only by
whether or not he was a faithful Christian.

II. BECAUSE YOU ARE OF GREATER VALUE THAN THE BIRDS, THE LILIES, THE GRASS.

A.

B.

=

Verse 26 — “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?”

Verses 28 & 29 — “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these.”

Verse 30 — “Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?”

Is God going to care for his birds, his flowers, his grass, and neglect his children?

So you see, being anxious or worrying, in addition to being a violation of the Lord's command

1s not consistent with common sense, if one is a Christian.

III. BECAUSE BEING ANXIOUS IS AN EXERCISE IN FUTILITY.

A.

B.

Verse 27 — “Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?” You know the answer to
that, don't you?

Worry, by itself, has never accomplished one thing good. Poem: “Worry never climbed a hill; worry
never paid a bill; worry never dried a tear; worry never calmed a fear; worry never darned a heel;
worry never cooked a meal; worry never composed a song to sing; actually, worry never did a
worthwhile thing.”

Somebody has said, “Worry is like a rocking chair; it gives you something to do, but it never gets
you anywhere.”

Not only is it futile, but it is harmful.

1. Worry is believed to be a leading cause of heart trouble, high blood pressure, stomach
disorders, and respiratory ailments. It is now suspected that it is also contributes to the
growth of cancer.

2. Dr. Charles Mayo said, “I have never known a man to die from hard work, but many who
have died from doubt.”

We worry about things in one of three categories:

1. Things that have already happened.
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a) Can't undo the past. Notice Paul's statement: “Brethren, I do not count myself to
have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind
and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14).

b) If sin is involved, we should seek and obtain God's forgiveness, then we must
forgive ourselves and go on.

2. Things which must happen, and are inevitable

a) Death, for example (Hebrews 9:27).

b) Prepare for the inevitable in the best way possible, and then let it come.
3. Things which will never happen.

a) Some who have studied the matter have said that 85 % of what we worry over
never happens.

b) “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16). Life is too
precious to waste in worrying.

IV. BECAUSE ANXIETY IS A MARK OF UNBELIEF.

A.

B.

Notice the first part of verse 32 — “For after all these things the Gentiles seek.” The word
“Gentiles” 1s put here for those who have no faith in God.

Being anxious or worrying over material things is what one might expect from those who have no
faith. Many years ago Granny Billingsley gave to Lois Ann and me a little ceramic ornament in
the form of a bird. On it was engraved these words: “Said the Robin to the sparrow, 'I would really
like to know / Why these anxious human beings rush about and worry so.' I Said the sparrow to
the robin, / 'Friend, I think that it must be / That they have no heavenly Father such as cares for
you and me.”

How can I worry, if I really have faith in Hebrews 13:5-6? “Let your conduct be without
covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will never
leave you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can
man do to me?”

How can I be anxious if I really have faith in Philippians 4:6-7? “Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.” (The words “be anxious” here are from the same Greek word as “take [no]
thought” in Matthew 6. The ASV says, “In nothing be anxious.”)

1 Peter 5:7 says, “casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (Words of an old song: “If
you trust and never doubt / He will surely bring you out. / Take your burden to the Lord and leave
it there.” Only a lack of faith hinders our doing just that.

“You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.”
(Isaiah 26:3). What does that say of one who does not enjoy perfect peace?

V. BECAUSE OUR HEAVENLY FATHER KNOWS OUR NEEDS.

A.
B.

C.

We often acknowledge in our prayers that God knows our needs better than we do.

Look at the latter part of verse 32 — “For your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things.”

Note that Jesus does not say merely that God knows our needs, but “your heavenly Father.” He
did not say, “My heavenly Father knows your needs,” but “your Heavenly Father.”
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1. If you knew some need of one of your children, and had the power to supply that need,
would you do it? (Not talking about what he might want, but a real need.)
2. Not asking if you would supply a need of one of my children, but of your own.
3. Itis my Father, my omnipotent heavenly Father, who knows my needs.
D. “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:19). What else could I ask? And how could I worry?

VI. BECAUSE EACH DAY HAS ENOUGH TROUBLE OF ITS OWN.
A. Verse 34 — “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
1. RSV — “Let the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day.”
2. NASB - “Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
B. In other words, we should live one day at a time.
C. Thomas Carlyle wrote, “Our main business is not to see what lies dimly at a distance, but to do
what lies clearly at hand.”
D. In his book, How to Stop Worrying and Start Living, Dale Carnegie has entitled the very first
chapter, “Live in Day-Tight Compartments.”

1. Based on the ability of the captain of certain ships to press a button and—presto—there
is a clanging of machinery, and various parts of the ship are shut off from one another,
shut off into watertight compartments.

2. We should not allow our lives to be ruined by what has happened in the past, or what may
happen in the future. Live one day at a time.

CONCLUSION
The solution to the problem of anxiety is summed up in verse 33 of our text, “But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” What this says is,
“Put God first in your life, and you won't have anything to worry about.”
The word “added” is from a word the Greeks used to designate something thrown into a trade to
make a bargain more attractive. What is it that is “added”? Food, clothing, and shelter. Our mistake is

in thinking of these as necessities. They are not; they are of secondary importance.

Once we understand this, then our anxieties over these matters will vanish.
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I ATTEND BIBLE CLASSES BECAUSE...

As long as I can remember, I have attended Bible classes. As a child, I am sure I went because of

a godly mother, and then later, because of a godly father and mother.

But my reasons for attending Bible classes today are different. I confess the distinct possibility

that, had it not been for parents who strongly believed in the importance of attending Bible classes, |

would not be attending — would not even be a Christian — today. But my reasons for attending are greater
than a habit formed in childhood.

I attend Bible classes because:

DISCUSSION

I. ITIS ADELIGHTFUL WAY TO OBEY A SCRIPTURAL COMMAND

A.

B.

2 Timothy 2:15 — “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

2 Peter 1:5-9 — “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For
he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was
cleansed from his old sins.”

2 Peter 3:18 — “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”

1 Timothy 4:13 — “Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.”

John 5:39 — “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are
they which testify of Me.”

II. ...OFMY DESIRE TO IMITATE FIRST CENTURY CHRISTIANITY

A.

B.

Acts 2:41-47 — “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had
all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as
anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
Acts 17:11 — “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things
were s0.”

III. IHAVE A SON AND A DAUGHTER

A.

Proverbs 22:6 — “Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart
from it.”
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Ephesians 6:4 — “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in
the training and admonition of the Lord.”

I LIKE TO BE WITH MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS

A.

B.

C.

Romans 12:10 — “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving
preference to one another”

1 John 4:7 — “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God.”

1 John 3:14 — “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He
who does not love his brother abides in death.”

I WANT TO DO GOOD, TO ABOUND IN GOOD WORKS

A.
B.

C.

F.

James 4:17 — “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”
Ecclesiastes 9:10 — “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work
or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.”

Revelation 20:12-13 — “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were
judged, each one according to his works.”

Revelation 14:13 — “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors,
and their works follow them.”

Revelation — “I know your works” (7 times) 2:2, 9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15

1. 2:2 —“I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who
are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found
them liars;”

2. 2:9 — “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the
blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”

3. 2:13 — “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold
fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My
faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.”

4. 2:19 — “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works,
the last are more than the first.”

5. 3:1—“These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know
your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.”

6. 3:8 —“I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it;
for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.”

7. 3:15 — “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold
or hot.”

James 2:18 — “But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith
without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”

I WANT TO BE CONSISTENT

A.

Titus 1:16 — “They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable,
disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.”
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I MUST PROTECT AND MAINTAIN GOOD INFLUENCE

A. Matthew 5:13-16 — “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You
are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.”

A. Romans 14:7 — “For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.”

IT HELPS ME TO KEEP MY SPIRITUAL TEMPERATURE HIGH
A. Revelation 3:15-16 — “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were
cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of
My mouth.”

I LOVE THE CHURCH AT ADAMSVILLE
A. 1 Thessalonians 1:2 — “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in
our prayers”

I RESPECT THE ELDERSHIP
A. Acts 20:28 — “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”
B. Hebrews 13:17 — “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your
souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would

be unprofitable for you.”

I WANT TO KEEP MY SCALE OF VALUES PROPERLY ADJUSTED
A. Matthew 6:33 — “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.”
B. If the devil can get me to put Christ and the church in 2nd place, that’s all he wants.

I LOVE THE TRUTH
A. 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 — “and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because
they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will
send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who
did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”
B. Matthew 5:6 — “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.”

I LOVE THE LORD, AND REVERENCE GOD
A. Luke 6:46 — “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do the things which I say?”
B. John 14:15 — “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

I WANT TO BE A GOOD EXAMPLE
A. 1 Timothy 4:12 — “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”
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XV. ISHALL BE JUDGED BY THE BIBLE
A. John 12:48 — “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—
the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”
CONCLUSION

15 Reasons.

Can you think of one reason one should not attend?
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III.

IL.

III.

BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

BY-PRODUCTS OF THE GOSPEL

“Something produced in the making of something else. A secondary result; side effect.”
— American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language

Purpose of gospel is that people might be saved from their sins. “And she will bring forth a Son, and you
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

A. From the guilt of sins... “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.” (Act 2:38)

B. From the practice... “T'o you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless
you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.” (Acts 3:26)

Religious world in general emphasizes the social and moral aspects of the gospel. These are only by-
products, or secondary benefits. But let us notice some of these By-products:

DISCUSSION

HAPPINESS

A. Not primary purpose of gospel to make people happy here in this life. But happiness is
a by-product.

B. Philippians 4:6-7 — “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

C. Will not necessarily keep you from the hardships and heartaches of life that make people
unhappy, but will give you a different view of these, and help you bear them.

D. cf Hebrews 11:13 — “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.”

GOOD RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS

A. Romans 12:18 — “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.”

B. Sometimes not possible. Matthew 10:34-36 — “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I
did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; and ‘a man’s
enemies will be those of his own household.”

C. But the principles of the gospel will make one the kind of person who will generally have a good
relationship with others:

1. Honesty, fairness, concern
2. Practice of the golden rule
D. Fathers and Mothers, Husbands and Wives, Sons and Daughters

SELF-ESTEEM
A. Not talking about haughtiness or pride
B. Proverbs 16:18 — “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
C. James 4:6 — “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

37



BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

D. verse 10 — “ Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”

E. But to know we have obeyed God, and He has declared us forgiven of all sins; that we are His
children; He will hear our prayers, etc. Gives us a feeling of self-esteem.

F. On the other hand, if one is not living as he should, the gospel will make him have guilt feelings.
(Hebrews 4:12) “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

IV. GOOD PHYSICAL HEALTH
A. Not talking about what some refer to as Christian Science (Mary B. Eddy). Nor to the idea that
Jesus died to heal our physical bodies, as some say.
B. But it is a fact that the principles of the gospel are those that make for good health.
1. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”
2. Refrain from drunkenness.
3. Christians do not die with AIDS.

V. MATERIAL BLESSINGS
A. David Rockefeller. Give 10%; Save 10%; Invest 10%. Retired as President of Chase
Manhattan Bank.
B. Not always. But principles.
CONCLUSION

I.  Gospel not do any of these for one who will not submit.

II.  Isit great?
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CHRISTIANS ONLY

I.  Some are saying, “We are not the only Christians, but we are Christians only.” The idea is that there are
Christians scattered throughout the denominational world. Are there Christians in all denominations?
II. Essential to this study is that we all have in mind the same thing as being designated by the word
Christian — one who has obeyed the gospel of Christ, and is living in harmony with the teaching of the
New Testament in matters of religious practice, as well as in morals.

DISCUSSION

I. SOME THINGS WE ARE NOT DISCUSSING.

A. Not discussing whether there are honest people, or good moral people scattered throughout
the denominations.

B. Not discussing whether one may be scripturally baptized by a denominational preacher.

C. Not discussing whether it is possible for one, in his private study of the Bible, to learn what to do
to be saved, and obey the gospel without ever coming into contact with a preacher who is a member
of the church of Christ. Admittedly, this could happen, and, no doubt, has happened.

D. Not discussing whether such as the above might have joined one of the denominations. But while
such could happen, probably has happened, and may happen again, it doesn't happen all that
often, and certainly does not happen often enough to justify affirming, as some do, that there are
“sincere, knowledgeable, devout Christians scattered among all the various denominations.”
Furthermore, the fact that such may have happened does not justify the charge we are sectarian
if we insist that:

II. INNEW TESTAMENT TIMES THERE WERE NOT CHRISTIANS IN ALL DENOMINATIONS, OR IN

ANY DENOMINATION.
A. This is admitted by all, for there were no denominations. Those saved were in the Lord's church
(Acts 2:47).

B. This shows it is possible to be saved and not be in any denomination.
Denominational preachers generally agree to this.
1. Ask preacher of Denomination A: “Do you believe one can be a Christian and not belong
to your denomination?” His answer would be, “Yes.”
2. “Does becoming a Christian make one a member of your denomination?” No.
C. This is not the same as saying one can become a Christian and not be a member of the church
of Christ.

III. THE NEW TESTAMENT DOES NOT TEACH MEN TO JOIN OR FORM DENOMINATIONS.
A. This also is admitted by preachers in denominations.
B. This being so, the only reason we have denominations in the world is because men have left the
teaching of the New Testament.
C. The only way one can join a denomination is by leaving the teaching of the New Testament.
D. Does it not also follow that all denominations will be abolished when all religious people return
to the teaching of the New Testament?
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IV. THOSE WHO ADHERE TO THE TEACHING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT ARE NOT IN
DENOMINATIONS.
A. One may disagree, but does this not follow from what has already been admitted, i.e., that the
New Testament does not lead people to join denomination?
B. One cannot get into a denomination while strictly adhering to the New Testament.
C. Not only so, but the denominations, while claiming to adhere to the New Testament, do not do so
in reference to such matters as:
1. the purpose and place of baptism (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Galatians 3:27; etc.).
2. the observance of the Lord's supper (Acts 20:7).
a) “It is probable that the apostles and early Christians celebrated the Lord's supper
on every Lord's day” (Albert Barnes).
b) “This is also an important example of weekly communion as the practice of the
first Christians” (Pulpit Commentary).
¢) “...1intimating by this, that they were accustomed to receive the holy sacrament
[sic] on each Lord's day” (Adam Clarke).
3. the use of mechanical instruments of music in worship.

V. IF THERE ARE CHRISTIANS IN DENOMINATIONS, THEY SHOULD GET OUT, AND THE SOONER
THEY GET OUT THE BETTER.

A. Should a person remain in a place where he cannot stand for and practice that which the
Bible teaches?

B. Should he be in something one can get into only by leaving the New Testament?

C. “But,” says one, “the church of Christ is a denomination just like all the others.” Well, if that is
the case, then those of us in it need to get out. If that is the case, then those of us in it have left
the New Testament, for that is the only way one can get into a denomination.

D. But the church of Christ is not a denomination, unless it can be shown that we have left the New
Testament. Such cannot be shown, therefore the church of Christ is not a denomination.
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IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST A DENOMINATION?
Matthew 16:18

Statement from the editors of Wineskins: “Our background and commitment is to the Church of
Christ that was born of the American Restoration Movement. Our goal is to move that group closer to
the church of Christ revealed in Scripture” (Volume I, Number 1, May 1992).

We hear many references made by those who want to change the church to “our fellowship,” or
“this fellowship” when they are speaking of the church. Sometimes the church is referred to as “our
tradition.” As far back as 1973 Lynn Anderson made the pronouncement from the pulpit at Highland in
Abilene that the church of Christ is “one big, sick denomination.”

That explains why these think they are free to make the changes they are trying to make;
denominations started by men are owned by men, and men are free to do with them whatever they wish.
God never intended the New Testament to be a guidebook for any human organization.

But is the church of Christ a denomination? If one affirms that it is, then he is morally obligated
to tell us why it is. What makes it a denomination?

In this lesson I will show why the church of Christ, the one I am a member of, is not
a denomination.

DISCUSSION

CALLING THE CHURCH A DENOMINATION DOES NOT MAKE IT A DENOMINATION.
A. Some Jews in the first century called the church of Christ a sect, but that didn't make it a sect.

1. “Then they said to him, ‘We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have
any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you. But we desire to hear
from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against
everywhere.” (Acts 28:21-22).

2. They considered the church as being a heretical division of Judaism, but they were wrong.

B. Rubel Shelly, in a speech at Centerville, Tennessee on March 21, 1983, said: “I am trying to think
my way out of a sectarian spirit. I grew up in the context of one. I learned a sectarian spirit. I
breathed a sectarian spirit. I exhibited a sectarian spirit, and I taught a sectarian spirit. I am
embarrassed. I am ashamed. I have repented. I am trying to outgrow it.”

1. If brother Shelly has had a sectarian spirit, then I am glad he repented of it. But if by
“sectarian spirit,” the disposition follows the New Testament and does not give aid and
abetment to those teaching error, then he is mistaken.

2. If this makes one a sectarian, then the Apostle of Love had a sectarian spirit. “Whoever
transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides
in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does
not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; for he who greets
him shares in his evil deeds.” (2 John 1:9-11).
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II. JESUS ESTABLISHED HIS CHURCH, NOT A DENOMINATION.

A.

B.

C.

D.

Matthew 16:18 — “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

“And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22-23).

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6).

“For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of

the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands

in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for
her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might

present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she
should be holy and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:23-27).

E.

No person in New Testament times ever became a member of any denomination, for none existed.

1. Denominationalism, even in its embryonic stage, is condemned in the New Testament.
1 Corinthians 1:10-13 — “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but
that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it
has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that
there are contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,” or
‘T am of Apollos,” or ‘I am of Cephas,” or I am of Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”

2. “Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see
you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,” (Philippians 1:27).

3. “Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule,
let us be of the same mind.” (Philippians 3:16).

III. FOLLOWING THE NEW TESTAMENT WILL NOT MAKE ONE A MEMBER OF A DENOMINATION.

A.

B.

Many in denominations claim to be following the New Testament. And it is true that much of
what they do and how they live is according to the New Testament.

But nobody ever became a member of any denomination by following the New Testament only.
No denomination was ever formed by following the New Testament only.

In order to get into any organization other than the church Jesus built, one will have to leave the
New Testament.

It will make one a member of the church built by Jesus.

1. Acts 2:47 — “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily those who were being saved.”

2. 1 Corinthians was written to “the church of God which is at Corinth.” How did it get there,
and how did its members get into it? The answer is in Acts 18:8 — “Then Crispus, the ruler
of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the
Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.”

3. Rubel Shelly and Randall Harris, in the book, The Second Incarnation, said: “There is
neither a set of doctrines nor a series of activities that can guarantee the existence of the
church.” (p. 62)
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4. On the next page they said, “When most of us speak of the church, we speak either of some
unrealized ideal that is a mere abstraction or of a deficient institution with which we had
had personal (and possibly frustrating) experience.”

5. Isthat what Jesus was talking about in Matthew 16:18? Paul in Acts 20:28? Etc.

IV. IFONEIS AMEMBER OF ANYTHING OTHER THAN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, HE HAS BECOME
SUCH BY FOLLOWING SOMETHING OTHER THAN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

A. Were he to come back to the teaching of the New Testament, he would come out of his
denomination and be a member of the church of Christ revealed in Scripture.

B. If brethren Shelly, Cope, and Morrison are members of something that began with the American
Restoration Movement, then they got there by following something other than the
New Testament.

C. But notice what the Apostle of Love wrote: “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father
and the Son.” (2 John 9).

V. NOTONE ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST HAD ITS BEGINNING WITH ANY
RESTORATION PREACHER.
A. Ichallenge any man to point to one thing that is fundamental to the church of Christ that I am a
member of that had its beginning with the Restoration Movement.
B. Unless it can be shown that some essential element of the church originated with the Restoration
Movement, then it certainly cannot be shown that the church began with the Restoration
Movement. Every fundamental facet of the church of Christ can be traced to the New Testament.

VI. NO DENOMINATION WAS:

Purposed from eternity (Ephesians 3:10-11).

Prophesied of by Old Testament prophets (Dan. 2:44; Isaiah 2:2-4).
Had the way prepared by John the Baptist (Matthew 11:10).
Promised by Jesus while he was on earth (Matthew 16:18).
Purchased by the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28).

Established by the power of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2).

HEO QW

VII. IT CAN ALSO BE SAID THAT:
A. The Lord never added anyone to a denomination.
B. Never prayed for the unity of denominations.
C. Never wrote any part of the New Testament to tell those in denominations how to live and conduct
themselves and the affairs of the denomination.
D. Never promised to take a denomination to heaven.

CONCLUSION
We beg those who may be in some denomination to come out of it, and obey the gospel of Christ,

so that the Lord will add you to his church. “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named” (Ephesians 3:14-15).
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IS THE COMING OF CHRIST IMMINENT?

Much has been written and preached about the immediate coming of Christ. A book published in
1970, The Late Great Planet Earth, by Hal Lindsey was made into a movie. In it the author takes Bible

prophecies long ago fulfilled and squeezes their fulfillment into a modern mold, and arbitrarily declares
that Jesus will return to the earth during this generation.

In our study we will notice some things the Bible teaches and some things it does not teach
relative to the coming of Christ.

Our denial of what Lindsey and others have written about such things as the rapture, the
imminent coming of Christ, and the establishment of an earthly kingdom does not mean we do not believe
the prophets were accurate; it rather means we believe they were accurate, and that their prophecies
were fulfilled in the way, at the place, and at the time the prophets prophesied.

Outline of the theory:

1. Great tribulation under a world dictator.
2. The rapture - 7 years.
3. Destruction of this world dictator by a miracle that will cause Jews to be converted.
4. Jesus will establish his kingdom on earth and reign on the throne of David, with
headquarters in literal Jerusalem.
DISCUSSION
THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT:

HEO QW

Jesus will never set foot on earth again (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).
When Jesus comes again this earth will be destroyed (2 Peter 3:10).
God’s work, not some miracle, produces faith (Romans 10:17, Luke 16).
Jesus is now reigning as King on the throne of David (Acts 2:29-31).
Jesus will cease to reign when He comes again (1 Corinthians 15:19 ff.).
The Kingdom of Christ is spiritual and not material (John 18:36).

EVERY PROPHECY CONCERNING THE SETTING UP OF THE KINGDOM WAS FULFILLED
WHEN THE CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED.
A. Four things Hal Lindsey says will have to take place before Jesus can become King:

1.

2.
3.

Jews would have to be a nation. (May 14, 1948 David Ben-Gurion announced the
establishment of a Jewish nation to be known as the State of Israel.)

Jews would have to be dwelling in Jerusalem.

Temple will have to be standing.

4. Roman Empire would (will) have to be revived.
B. All four of these were present on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, and Peter said Jesus was on the
throne of David.
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III. OTHER SIGNIFICANT POINTS.

A. Jesus statement in Matthew 24:34 (“this generation will by no means pass...”), is said by these
false teachers as applying to the generation (40 year period) which began when the Jews became
a nation (May 14, 1948). The forty years ended years ago (May 14, 1988), and Jesus has not
returned yet. Furthermore the Dome of the Rock stands on the temple site, and Rome is
not revived.

B. The language in the first parts of Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 describes events leading up
to the destruction of Jerusalem, and not the final coming of Christ.

C. There are no signs pointing to the time when Jesus will come again. (Mark 13:23; 2 Peter 3:10).

CONCLUSION
Is it not good that we can be in the Kingdom of Christ?

He is coming again. We don’t know when.
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CONFESSION
Romans 10:9-10; James 5:16

The word confess is defined in the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language as
meaning, “to disclose or acknowledge ( something damaging or inconvenient to oneself).” It is in this
sense that the word is used in such passages as James 5:16 and 1 John 1:8-10.

The second definition of the word is, “to concede the truth or validity of” This is the sense in which
the word is used in Romans 10:9-10 and Matthew 10:32.

This study has to do with the Bible teaching on confession in both of these senses. We will talk
first about confessing Christ, and then about confessing our sins.

DISCUSSION

ONE MUST CONFESS CHRIST TO BE SAVED.

A. This fact is clearly taught.

1. Romans 10:9-10 — “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

2. Matthew 10:32 — “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess
before My Father who is in heaven.”

B. To confess Christ is to confess that he is the Son of God.

1. Matthew 16:13-16 — “When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am? So they said, ‘Some say
John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to
them, ‘But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”

2. Acts 8:37 — “Then Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he
answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

3. This is doing just exactly what Romans 10:9-10 and Matthew 10:32 say one must do.

C. Nowhere in the Bible do we read of one who, prior to his being baptized, confessed that he believed
that God for Christ's sake had pardoned his sins. That is not a scriptural confession. In fact, it is
contradictory to the teaching of Scripture in that one must be baptized in order to be pardoned of
his sins. (See Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21; Galatians 3:26-27.)

D. It needs to be pointed out in passing that to confess Christ in the First Century likely took a great
deal more courage than it does today.

1. Such a confession today might cost one his popularity.

2. But in the First Century it could cost him his life. For example, it is said that Polycarp,
who was personally acquainted with some of the apostles, was at age 86 arrested because
of his Christianity. Because of his age, the soldiers tried to get him to say the words, "Lord
Caesar,” and then sacrifice to the gods so his life might be spared. To this he replied, "For
eighty and six years have I been His servant, and he has done me no wrong, and how can
I blaspheme my King who saved me?” He was then burned at the stake.

3. Certain ones who believed refused to confess Christ, lest they be put out of their synagogue
(John 12:42).
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II. CHRISTIANS MUST CONFESS THEIR SINS TO STAY SAVED.
A. Even though we are Christians, we still sin.

1. Romans 3:23 — “for all have sinned and fall short [present tense] of the glory of God,”

2. 1 John 1:9 — “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” In the Greek the present tense indicates something
presently continuing, and not something done in the past and finished.

B. Some now are saying that to confess our sins and ask for God's forgiveness is a reflection on the
grace and mercy of God.

1. But this verse (1 John 1:9) makes our forgiveness conditioned upon our confessing
our sins.

2. In Luke 11:4, Jesus taught the disciples to pray, “And forgive us our sins, for we also
forgive everyone who is indebted to us ...”

3. When we confess our sins and ask God's forgiveness, we are acknowledging our
dependence upon God's grace.

C. Solong as we faithfully serve the Lord, and that involves confessing our sins and praying for his
forgiveness, we remain saved.

1. 1dJohn 1:7 — “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

2. Even though he sins, the faithful Christian is never lost.

D. If we know of specific sins of which we are guilty, we should confess those specific sins and pray
for God’s forgiveness. But we must realize also that we might become guilty of some sins without
realizing it. This fact we also need to confess and ask God to forgive us.

III. THE BACKSLIDER MUST CONFESS HIS SINS TO BE FORGIVEN AND RESTORED.
A. Sins known only to God need to be confessed only to God. The purpose of the confession of sin is
not to advertise the sin, but to advertise the repentance.
B. Sins known only to God and one or two other people need to be confessed to God and to one or two
other people.

1. If you and your wife have a brawl in the privacy of your home, and you say some things
you should not have said, you need not confess that publicly, but to your wife.

2. Boys and girls, if you do wrong to one of your friends at school, you should go to that friend
and apologize to him or her.

3. A public confession to the whole church is no substitute for a private apology that needs
to be made.

C. But sins that are generally known must be confessed publicly.

1. As earlier stated, the purpose of the confession is to advertise the repentance. One cannot
be restored to fellowship who has not repented, and the only way faithful brethren might
know of his repentance is when he confesses his sin.

2. James 5:16 — “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you
may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

3. 1dJohn 5:16 shows the necessity of a public confession on the part of those whose sins are
generally known: “If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death,
he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There
is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.”

a) This declares I must pray for those who sin, but not unto death.
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b) No sin is unto death which a brother will confess (1 John 1:9 — “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.”)

¢) Unless he confesses his sins, how do I know whether or not to pray for him?

IV. CONFESSION MUST ALWAYS FOLLOW GENUINE REPENTANCE.
A. It does no good for the sinner to confess Christ as the Son of God unless he has repented, that is,
decided to give up his sins and obey the Lord.
B. It is of no benefit for the erring child of God to confess his sins unless he has repented.

1. Simon the Sorcerer was told in Acts 8:22, “Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and
pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.”

2. Psalms 66:18 — “If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.” No need to
confess or pray unless one has repented.

3. A number of years ago Ray Dutton wrote an article for Words of Truth entitled, “Repenting
or Reporting.” It had to do with this very idea of those who confess their sins, but never
quit the sins.

C. It is never difficult to get one to confess once he has repented.

1. The alien sinner who repents will gladly confess Christ as the Son of God.

2. The backsliding child of God who repents will gladly confess his sins and ask God and the
brethren to forgive him.

CONCLUSION

Have you confessed that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and been buried with him in baptism for
the remission of your sins? If not, then why not repent, and then you will gladly confess Christ and be
baptized.

Perhaps there is a child of God here who needs to make a public confession of sin. But before

doing so you must repent. When you repent, a team of wild horses could not keep you from coming down
this aisle to confess your sin and ask for God's forgiveness.
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A LESSON FROM DANIEL ON PRAYER
Daniel 6:10

Relate context. Darius decided to divide up the gov't of his kingdom and set 120 princes over it.
These 120 would give account to 3 presidents, of whom Daniel was to be one. Because Daniel excelled the
others, probably in ability as well as integrity, Darius decided to set him over the entire operation. The
other presidents and princes, probably because of envy and jealousy, began trying to find some fault in
him. (Maybe they appointed a sub-committee to investigate him, not to determine his fitness, but to dig
up some dirt on him.) They could find nothing. (What a compliment!) They concluded: If we find any
wrong in him, it will be by making faithfulness to his God wrong. (Again, what a compliment!)

They approached Darius with this proposal: For thirty days no man shall be permitted to ask a
petition of any God or man, except of the king. Whoever is found in violation of this decree shall be cast
into the den of lions. The king established the decree and made it official by affixing his signature to it.

Now look at our text for a beautiful lesson on prayer:
DISCUSSION

I.  “NOW WHEN DANIEL KNEW THAT THE WRITING WAS SIGNED”
A. He would abide by man's law so long as it did not interfere with the performance of sacred duty.
(Romans 13:1 — “Let every soul be ...”)

B. But now there is a conflict. His conscience would not allow him to submit to this law of man.
1. Acts 4:19 — “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it is right ...”
2. Acts 5:29 — “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God

rather than men.”

C. Not a matter of Daniel's not knowing the law.
1. He knew the decree and the punishment for violating it.
2. But he knew also the importance of his allegiance to a king more powerful than Darius.

II. “HE WENT INTO HIS HOUSE”

A. This was a private prayer.

B. Matthew 6:6 — “But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door,
pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you openly.”

C. How much praying do we do in secret? Not nearly enough, I venture to say.

III. “AND HIS WINDOWS BEING OPEN”
A. This was a private prayer, but Daniel was courageous enough that he did not hide his devotion
to God.
B. He was not praying to be seen but was not afraid for others to see him pray, even in view of the
king's decree.
C. Nothing we do is to be done for the purpose of being seen of men.
1. Those who do so have no other reward (Matthew 6:1-2).
2. But neither are we to hide our lights under a bushel
(Matthew 5:13-16 — “You are the salt of the earth ...”)
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IV. “IN HIS CHAMBER TOWARD JERUSALEM”
A. Temple of God was at Jerusalem. At its dedication Solomon referred time and again to the fact
God's people would “pray toward this place.” (See 1 Kings 8.) That's what Daniel was doing.
B. Daniel was in Babylon, but he had not adopted the gods of Babylon. (Cf. 1 John 2:15-17).
C. Prayer must be properly directed.
1. Not to Mary or some saint (1 Timothy 2:5 — “For there is one God and one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus”
2. Not to Jesus.
3. But to the Father (Matthew 6:9 — “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.”)
4. Ephesians 3:14 — “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”

V. “HE KNEELED UPON HIS KNEES”

A. The attitude of prayer. Bodily posture in prayer is not dictated, but an attitude of reverence, awe,
and respect is dictated. No doubt, this will be reflected to a degree in the posture of our bodies
and the language used.

B. I personally prefer the poetic forms in addressing the Creator of the universe. Thee and thou are
expressive of a certain attitude which is not expressed, though present, by you. I am speaking
here of a matter of personal preference and taste, and not a matter of right and wrong.

C. But our attitude in prayer is a matter of right and wrong.

VI. “THREE TIMES A DAY”
A. The regularity of Daniel's prayer is noteworthy.
1. Some do well to pray three times a week, or a month, or a year.
2. Was Daniel's practice to pray three times a day. He must have been one of those who
believe that prayer avails (James 5:16).

B. Matthew 7:7-11 — “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it
will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask Him!”

C. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 — “pray without ceasing”

D. Philippians 4:6 — “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God”

VII. “AND PRAYED, AND GAVE THANKS BEFORE HIS GOD”
A. Being thankful is an essential to being a Christian, and giving thanks is essential in prayer.
B. We hear a great deal today about our “felt needs.” We really should think more about our heart-
felt gratitude for all God's mercies.
C. And a great portion of our prayers, both public and private, should be expressions of thanks.
D. How many times do we bow before God and pour out our hearts in expressing our wishes and our
needs, but forget to give thanks?
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VIII. “AS HE DID AFORETIME”
A. Praying three times a day was not something new with Daniel. Not something to be used only in
time of trouble, distress, or sickness.
B. Prayer was a part of his life. It should be a part of ours.
C. Book of Daniel contains only 12 chapters. Besides this verse which tells us something about
Daniel's prayer habits, there are recorded no less than four prayers actually prayed by Daniel.
He was truly a man of prayer, as the little children sing.

CONCLUSION
Daniel's prayers were effective. In each case of the prayers we read about in Daniel, God answers
in a very positive way. That is because Daniel was not only a man of prayer, but one who was determined

to conform his life to the will of God. (Cf. Daniel 1:8.)

The Bible clearly teaches there is no use to pray while rebelling against God's instructions.
(Proverbs 28:9.)
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May 19, 1995
DANIEL'S APPEAL TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR
Daniel 4:27

Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon. None greater than he, from the human standpoint. He
thought his kingdom and all his power was the product of his own ability. Look at verse 30 — “The king
spoke, saying, ‘Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and
for the honor of my majesty?”

But God made him to have a dream of a tree whose height reached to heaven, and which could be
seen from all the earth. The leaves were beautiful, and the fruit abundant. The birds lived in its branches
and the beasts found shelter in its shade. He saw a vision of one who came down from heaven and
commanded that the tree be hewn down, the branches be cut off, the leaves shaken off, and the fruit
scattered. But the stump of the roots was to be left, and the dew of heaven was to wet it along with the
grass of the field, until seven times passed over it.

Nebuchadnezzar called in his wise men and magicians to tell him the dream and its
interpretation, but they could not. Daniel was summoned and called upon to interpret the dream. His
first words to the king were: “My lord, may the dream concern those who hate you, and its interpretation
concern your enemies!” He then proceeded to tell the king that he would be driven from his throne and
from the presence of men for seven years. During this seven years he would dwell with the wild animals,
and eat grass like an ox, and be wet with the dew. This literally came to pass. His hair grew like eagles'
feathers and his nails were like bird claws. After seven years he was restored to his throne, and had
learned his lesson, namely, “the living may know That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, Gives
it to whomever He will, And sets over it the lowest of men.” (Daniel 4:17).

But how would you like to have been in Daniel's shoes? How would you go about telling the world's
greatest king these things were going to happen to him, and the reason they were going to happen? Here
is a real call for diplomacy.

Daniel's summary statement is in verse 27 — “Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to
you; break off your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps
there may be a lengthening of your prosperity.” Though written more than two and one-half millennia
ago, the principles it sets forth are just as applicable today as the day they were spoken by Daniel.

DISCUSSION

HIS PLEA FOR A FAVORABLE RESPONSE ON THE PART OF THE KING
A. “Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you ...”
B. Ordinarily the prophets were straight forward, and sometimes even harsh. Why this tender
appeal on the part of Daniel?
1. Fear of the wrath of the king?
2. His love for the king could have prompted such gentleness.
3. Or his gratitude. After all, the king had raised Daniel to an important position in his court.
4. Or perhaps this was for our benefit—to teach us that, though there are times when
scathing rebukes are called for, there are also times when we need to be gentle.
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II. HIS APPEAL FOR THE KING TO BREAK OFF SIN
A. “ .. break off your sins ...”
B. To “break off” his sins means to quit the practice of sinning.
1. Repentance demands that one cease the practice of sin.
2. Sometimes people want to be baptized, but don't want to repent. Won't do any good.
C. Notice some passages:

1. “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking,”
(1 Peter 2:1).

2. “that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you
put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and
holiness.” (Ephesians 4:22-24).

3. “For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.” (Romans 8:13).

4. “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” (Romans 6:6).

D. One of the greatest problems in the church today is trying to hold on to God and sin at the
same time.
E. But just a word about the admonition to “break off” sins:

1. One dominated by sins or nasty habits needs to make a clean break.

2. Next to impossible to quit sin gradually. One who does so is still committing sin.

3. To quit smoking, drinking, committing fornication, cursing, or whatever, just quit
cold turkey.

III. HIS APPEAL FOR THE KING TO REPLACE SIN WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS AND MERCY
A. “Dbreak off thy sins by being righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor ...”
B. What 1is the best way to overcome sinful practices? By filling one's life with good,
wholesome practices.

1. “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest, and
finds none. Then he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.” And when he
comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him seven
other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state
of that man is worse than the first. So shall it also be with this wicked generation.”
(Matthew 12:43-45).

2. Brother Gus Nichols used to say, “Suppose you have a bucket full of water, and you want
to get all the water out without tilting the bucket over. How could you do it?” The answer,
fill the bucket with buckshot.

3. Tlustration: Man who quit smoking found a New Testament to fit into the shirt pocket
where he formerly carried his cigarettes.

C. Righteousness is treating everyone justly and fairly. Mercy is being kind and tender hearted
toward those who are misfortunate.

1. Apparently this would have been a change of policy for the king. Perhaps he had thought,
as do some, that their misfortunes were deserved, just as he thought his own power and
might as king was the fruit of his own ingenuity.
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2. We need to remember that the Lord is mindful of the oppressed. “Listen, my beloved
brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?” (James 2:5).
D. Being involved in the hurts and needs of others will help us to be humble.
1. “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one
in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:1-2).
2. “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let
him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death
and cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19-20).
3. “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows
in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.” (James 1:27).
E. The only way to overcome the temptations of the devil is to keep ourselves diligently occupied in
serving God and our fellow human beings.

IV.  WHAT THE RESULTS WOULD BE IF THE KING WOULD HEED THESE ADMONITIONS

A. “Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your prosperity” (Daniel 4:27), implies God would decide
to withhold the punishment if the king would heed Daniel's admonition and warning.

1. Nineveh was spared when it repented, though God had not promised to spare it. “Then
God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the
disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.” (Jonah 3:10).

a) They repented, even though no promise was made to them and no admonition
to repent.

b) No doubt, this is the reason Jesus said: “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the
judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.” (Matthew 12:41)

2. Even Ahab, through his humility, caused God to delay his judgment. “See how Ahab has
humbled himself before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring
the calamity in his days. In the days of his son I will bring the calamity on his house.”

(1 Kings 21:29).

3. Hezekiah gained 15 additional years. “Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My people,
‘Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: ‘I have heard your prayer, I have seen
your tears; surely I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the Lord.
And I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of
the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for My own sake, and for the sake of My
servant David.” (2 Kings 20:5-6)

B. To us, God offers pardon if we will repent. And he delays punishment to give us opportunity to
repent. “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9).

C. Look at the phrase a lengthening of thy tranquility. The word tranquility means simply the
peaceful prosperity of life.

1. The lie which is Satan's most successful tool is the one that says if one obeys God and
serves him faithfully, it will diminish the quality of his life. The very opposite of this is
true, as is stated here and as is illustrated in this case.
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2. “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they
may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10).

3. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23).

4. “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and
does His will, He hears him.” (John 9:31). Cf. also Proverbs 28:9 — “One who turns away
his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination.”

5. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

(Philippians 4:6-7).
D. The happiest life one can live is the life of faithful service to God. That has always been the case.

1. Solomon, in Ecclesiastes, showed us that happiness is not to be found in wealth, power,
popularity, or the satisfaction of the lusts and desires of the flesh.

2. Notice what he said: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep
His commandments, For this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into judgment,
Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

CONCLUSION

Nebuchadnezzar did not heed the admonition of God through Daniel, just as many today do not
pay any attention to the truth which is preached. Nebuchadnezzar learned his lesson, but he learned it
the hard way, like so many in our own time. Fortunately for him, though he suffered seven years, he
later humbled himself and acknowledged God as the one who controls the affairs of men.

Dear friend, if you are not a Christian, there is no doubt that you will one day acknowledge that
what I am preaching is true, and the only right course to follow is to “break off thy sins” and become
obedient to the gospel of Christ. The only question is, when you acknowledge this, will it be too late? Will
you still be on time's side of eternity, or will you have passed beyond the reach of the mercy of God?

Don't you think you should obey God now, so that you might enjoy the “tranquility” that is found

in Christ while you live here on earth, and so you can claim heaven as your home when you pass into
eternity?
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DO YOU PASS OR FAIL?

2 Corinthians 13:5 says, “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.
Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.”
1 Corinthians 13:12 says, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part,
but then I shall know just as I also am known.” James 1:25 says, “But he who looks into the perfect law
of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed
in what he does.” Looking into the word of God is like looking into a mirror. That is what we want to do
this morning as we begin a new year.

You have been given a piece of paper with numbers 1-15 printed on it. Beside each number are
the words yes and no. Don't get alarmed at this. The lesson today will involve fifteen simple questions
that can be answered with either a yes or a no. (No need to write your name on the paper. You already
know your name.)

I want to emphasize the fact that I am not going to take up these papers. What you write will be
known to you and no other human being. Please do not let anyone, even your wife or closest friend, see
how you answer these 15 questions. We simply want to examine ourselves on this first day of 1995, just
as the Bible teaches us today. I will simply help you in this examination.

DISCUSSION

DO YOU BELIEVE JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD?

A. Matthew 16:13-18 — “When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’ So they said, ‘Some say John the
Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do
you say that I am? Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

B. John 8:24 — “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I

am He, you will die in your sins.
C. Mark your answer. (Isn't this easy?)

HAVE YOU REPENTED?

A. Acts 17:30 — “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men
everywhere to repent,”
Luke 13:3 — “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
Matthew 21:29 — “He answered and said, ‘I will not,” but afterward he regretted it and went.”
Repentance is making up one's mind to do right.

=0 aw

Mark your answer.

HAVE YOU CONFESSED THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD?
A. Matthew 10:32 — “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My
Father who is in heaven.”
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Romans 10:9-10 — “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Acts 8:37 — “Then Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and
said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

Mark your answer. (This isn't bad at all, is it?)

HAVE YOU BEEN BAPTIZED, THAT IS, IMMERSED IN WATER?

A.

Romans 6:3-4 — “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life.”

Colossians 2:12 — “buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through
faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”

WERE YOU BAPTIZED FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS?

A.

B.
C.

D.

Acts 2:38 — “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Galatians 3:27 — “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

Acts 22:16 — “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.”

This is the only baptism the New Testament authorizes and the only one God recognizes.

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH JESUS BUILT?

A. Matthew 16:18 —“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

B. Acts 2:47 — “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church
daily those who were being saved.”

C. Acts 20:28 — “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”

D. If your answer to questions 1-5 is yes, then the answer to this is yes also.

DO YOU LOVE THE LORD?

A. Careful how you answer. 1 John 5:3 says, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.”

B. John 14:15 — “If you love me, keep My commandments.”

C. Luke 6:46 — “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do the things which I say?”

D. Mark your answer. (Wait! Don't quit on me now.)

ARE YOU FAITHFUL IN ATTENDANCE AT THE SERVICES OF THE CHURCH?

A.

Hebrews 10:24-25 — “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

To help answer, perhaps we should ask, “Have you willfully and negligently missed any services
at all? One? If not wrong to miss one, then it is not wrong to miss two. If not two, then not ten;
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and if not ten, then not 100. The only reason it would be wrong to miss 100 or 100 services is
because it is wrong to miss one.”

How do you believe God feels about your faithfulness in attendance? Would he believe you should
answer this with a yes? Mark your answer.

IX. DO YOU REFRAIN FROM THE THINGS OF THE WORLD?

A.

E.

Romans 12:1-2 — “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

James 4:4 — “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God.”

Dress modestly? 1 Timothy 2:9 — “in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly
clothing,”

Refuse social drink? Proverbs 23:29-35 — “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions?
Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? Those who linger
long at the wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine. Do not look on the wine when it is red,
When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly; At the last it bites like a serpent,
And stings like a viper. Your eyes will see strange things, And your heart will utter perverse
things. Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea, Or like one who lies at the
top of the mast, saying: “They have struck me, but I was not hurt; They have beaten me, but I did
not feel it. When shall I awake, that I may seek another drink?”

Refrain from gossip? Other impure speech? Pornography? Dancing?

X. ARE YOU GENUINELY SINCERE?

A.

B.

C.

Matthew 15:8 — “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips,
But their heart is far from Me.”

Joel 2:13 — “So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the Lord your God, For He is
gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm.”
John 4:24 — “God 1s Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

XI. DO YOU PUT GOD FIRST IN YOUR LIFE?

A.

B.

Matthew 6:33 — “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.”

In your attendance? In your giving?

XII. DO YOU PRAY REGULARLY?

A.

B.

James 5:16 — “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

Philippians 4:6-7 — “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Matthew 7:7-11 — “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it
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will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask Him!”

XIII. DO YOU READ AND STUDY YOUR BIBLE REGULARLY?

A.
B.

C.

D.

John 8:32 — “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

2 Timothy 2:15 — “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Hosea 4:6 — “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge,
I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I
also will forget your children.”

1 Peter 2:2 — “as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,”

XIV. ARE YOU A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN?

A.

D.

E.

Years ago a man came out the door when I had asked this question and said, “Preacher, nobody
is perfect.” Of course, he is right. But that is not the question. The question is, “Are you a
faithful Christian?”

Revelation 2:10 — “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil
is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

Matthew 25:21-23 — “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful
over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” He also
who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have
gained two more talents besides them.” His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;
you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the
joy of your lord.”

Revelation 22:14 — “Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.”

Don't say, “I don't know.” What if I asked, “Are you a faithful wife/husband?”

XV. DO YOU REALLY WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN?

A.

B.
C.

Maybe I should have asked this first. If you had said, “No,” then there would have been no need
to bother answering the other questions?

But I believe every person here, if he will be honest, will say he wants to go to heaven.

John 14:1-6 — [Jesus said] “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.
In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself;
that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know.” Thomas
said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way? Jesus
said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me.”
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CONCLUSION

During the past few minutes we have been looking into the mirror of God's word. Have I asked
any question that should not have been asked? Remember, only you know the answer you gave.
Remember also that we will be judged by the word of God. John 12:48 says, “He who rejects Me, and does
not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the
last day.”

Did you pass, or fail? “Well, I did o.k. I got 13 yeses and only 2 nos.” But wait! Which question can
you answer with a no and still do all right?

Now, with your being the only one who has seen your paper, would you please circle your eternal
destiny if it should be that the Lord came right now? Please don't quit on me. Are you afraid to draw that
circle? Remember, no one is going to see that but you. Are you completely satisfied with what is on that
little slip of paper?

Please don't blame me if you are not happy with what is on that paper; I did not put one single
mark on it.

Now fold your paper up tightly and hold it securely and firmly in your hand as we sing the
invitation song. And as we sing, please remember the words of James 1:22-25 — “But be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like
a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets
what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not
a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.”
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DOCTRINAL PREACHING & TEACHING
John 6:44-45

When I was a teenager in Jacksonville, AL, the only way we knew to get people into the church
was to teach them the truth so they would know they were lost, and so they would know what to do to be
saved. Where sermons from the pulpit and lessons taught in Bible classes leave sinners ignorant of their
sinful condition, and, therefore, satisfied, then something is wrong.

My subject is “Doctrinal Preaching and Teaching.”
DISCUSSION

I. THE WORD DOCTRINE
A. Appears in New Testament about 50 times in the King James Version. It means teaching, and
the American Standard Version often uses teaching. Every place where “doctrine” is used one
may substitute “teaching.”
B. “Sound doctrine” 4 times. In each case a marginal note in American Standard Version has
“healthful teaching.”
C. Always singular when referring to the truth.
1. “strange doctrines,” “doctrines of men,” or “doctrines of devils”
2. But “doctrine of Christ,” “sound doctrine,” “ or “apostles’ doctrine.”
II. 'WHAT IS MEANT BY “DOCTRINAL PREACHING OR TEACHING?”

A. Preaching and teaching that is informative, as opposed to preaching or teaching that is purely
motivational, or admonishes, or reproves, or rebukes, or exhorts, or makes one feel good
about himself.

1. There is a need for preaching that accomplishes these latter things.
2. But I fear in recent years this has been done to the neglect of doctrinal preaching.

B. Where doctrinal preaching is done, it is hoped that people learn something.

III. INDICATIONS WE NEED GREATER DOCTRINAL PREACHING AND TEACHING
A. Many leave the church and join some denominations
B. Willingness to compromise with the International Christian Church and other denominations.
Institutions & Lords Supper on Saturday.
C. Members of the church who speak in the “language of Ashdod.” (Nehemiah 13:24)
1. Join the church
2. Witnessing for Jesus
3. “Pastor” for evangelist
4. “Good christians” in denominational world.
5. Even our songs: “Jesus is Coming Soon.”
D. Lack of understanding concerning:
1. Necessity of regular attendance (doctrinal)
Liberal & scriptural giving (doctrinal)
Evils of gambling (doctrinal)
Of dancing (doctrinal)
Of immodest dress (doctrinal)

A
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Of drinking (doctrinal)

BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

Of pornographic movies, T.V., magazines, songs (doctrinal)

Of fornication and adultery (doctrinal)
Of divorce and remarriage (doctrinal)

10. May think “doctrinal” is limited to things that distinguish us from denominations, but

these things are doctrinal, as well as spiritual and moral.

E. Horror of one saying in judgment: “I came to hear you preach, and you let me leave without

knowing I was lost and needed salvation.”

IV. 2 TIMOTHY 3:15-4:4
A. Most comprehensive statement about the Bible.

1.
2.
3.

Psalms 119 perhaps says as much - but in 176 verses.
Psalms 19:7-11 — Most beautiful passage about Bible.
But this is the most comprehensive.

B. Says the Bible is:

1.
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Simple — “from childhood”

Knowable — “you have known”

Holy — “the Holy scriptures”

Powerful — “which are able”

Sagacious — “to make you wise”

Produces salvation — “for salvation”

Produces faith — “through faith”

Changes relationships — “which is in Christ Jesus”
Inspired — “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”

. Beneficial — “and is profitable”

. Doctrinal — “for doctrine”

. Reproving — “for reproof”

. Correctional — “for correction”

. Instructional — “for instruction”

. Righteous — “in righteousness”

. Perfect — “that the man of God may be complete”

. All inclusive — “thoroughly equipped”

. Good — “for every good”

. Practical — “work”

. Eternal — “I charge you ...”

. Preachable — “Preach the word!”

. Seasonless — “Be ready in season ...”

. Rebuking — “Convince, rebuke”

. Exhortation — “exhort”

. Evidence of God’s patience — “with all longsuffering”
. Healthy — “time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine”
. True — “will turn their ears away from the truth”
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CONCLUSION

Why preach anything else?

When a preacher steps into the pulpit, it matters little if he knows what Normal Vincent Peale,

Charles Swindoll, or for that matter, our own brethren. But he needs to know what the good book
says.
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DOES GOD HEAR A SINNER'S PRAYER?
Acts 10:30-31; John 9:31

Acts 10:30-31 says, “So Cornelius said, ‘Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the
ninth hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, and said,
“Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God.”” This was
some ten years after the church was established, and yet Cornelius had never even heard the gospel of
Christ. Yet the angel said to him, “Your prayer has been heard.” Does God hear a sinner's prayer? He did
in the case of Cornelius.

Now look at John 9:31 — “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.” Does God hear a sinner's prayer? This verse says he
does not.

Notice some things we need to keep in mind as we study the question, “Does God hear a
sinner's prayer?”

DISCUSSION

MANY WORDS HAVE MORE THAN ONE MEANING

A. The word works means one thing in Ephesians 2:8-9 and something different in James 2:24. Are
sinners saved by works? No, if you use the word works to mean deeds of merit as it is used in
Ephesians 2:9. Are sinners saved by works? Yes, if you use the word works to mean acts of obedience
as it is used in James 2:24.

B. The word tempt means one thing in Genesis 22:1 and something different in James 1:13. Does God
tempt man? If you use the word tempt to mean to solicit to do evil, as it is used in James 1:13, the
answer 1s no. But if you use the word tempt to mean to test or prove, as it is used in Genesis 22:1,
then the answer is yes.

C. The word hearhas more than one meaning. It means:

1. To perceive sound by the ear. In this sense God hears us even if we curse, or lie, or blaspheme. In
this sense God hears the prayer of the most wicked, else how could Proverbs 28:9 be true: “One
who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination.”?

2. To listen to attentively. A parent says to a child, “Do you hear what I'm saying to you?”

3. To listen to with favor; give consideration to: “Lord, hear my plea.”

D. Also the word sinneris used in different ways. While the American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language gives only three words in defining the word sinner as “One who sins,” I hardly think that
is adequate, for that would mean God never hears any prayers.

1. Christians sin, but I hesitate to call them sinners.

a) I sometimes drive nails, but that does not make me a carpenter.

b) I may replace a faucet washer or a light fixture, but that does not make me a plumber or
an electrician.

¢) Ido sin, but that does make me a sinner in the sense John 9:31 uses the word.

d) Romans 5:8 — “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” That implies clearly that we are no longer sinners.

2. There are God-fearing sinners.
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a) Those who are seeking to do the will of God, but who have not had the opportunity to hear
the gospel taught in its purity and simplicity.

b) Cornelius was in this category. Acts 10:1-2 says of him, “There was a certain man in
Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, a devout
man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed to God always.”

¢) Saul of Tarsus was in this category. He lived in all good conscience (Acts 23:1). His prayer
on the Damascus Road, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” was immediately answered,
“Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” (Acts 9:6). God told
Ananias, “behold, he is praying.”

d) A person who is prejudiced and will not listen to the truth, no matter how devoutly
religious he might be, does not fit into this category. Cornelius was seeking the truth and
obeyed it when he heard it. So also of Saul.

There are wicked sinners. Proverbs 28:9 — “One who turns away his ear from hearing the law,
Even his prayer is an abomination.”

a) Those who turn their ear from God's word, even though they might be devoutly religious
people.

(1) To the religious leaders of his day Jesus said in Matthew 13:15, “For the hearts of
this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they
have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest
they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.”

(2) What about the religious people of our day who close their eyes, their ears, and
their hearts when one shows them the truth concerning the plan of salvation, the
church, or scriptural worship?

b) Those who are immoral. 1 Peter 3:12 — “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And
His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

(1) Sign a few years ago in front of Charlie's (a topless bar and adult entertainment
center): “Pray For Our Troops In The Gulf War.”

(2) Wicked people often pray when they get into trouble, but their prayer is an
abomination to God (Proverbs 28:9). That means his prayer is detestable or
loathsome to God.

There are people who once were Christians, having obeyed the gospel of Christ, but who have
turned back to the beggarly elements of the world. Galatians 4:9 — “But now after you have known
God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements,
to which you desire again to be in bondage?”

a) These are in a worse condition than if they had never known the way of righteousness.
2 Peter 2:20-22 — “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it would have been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn
from the holy commandment delivered to them. But it has happened to them according to
the true proverb: ‘A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her
wallowing in the mire.”

b) Certainly the prayer of such a person is abomination.
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¢) But if such will genuinely repent, will confess his sins, and will pray for forgiveness, God
will pardon him 1 John 1:9 — “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (This is not the alien sinner, but one
who became a Christain by obeying the gospel and then became unfaithful.)

ALIEN SINNERS ARE NEVER SAVED DIRECTLY IN ANSWER TO PRAYER

A. The prayers of Cornelius played a part in his eventually learning the truth and obeying the gospel to
be saved, but his salvation was not given directly in answer.

B. The prayers of Saul played a part in his eventually learning the truth and obeying the gospel to be
saved, but his salvation was not given directly in answer to prayer.

C. Thousands of pamphlets distributed by religious people encourage lost sinners to pray what those
pamphlets refer to as the “Sinner's Prayer.” and it goes something like this: “Dear Jesus, I believe
that You are the Son of God and that You shed your blood, died and arose from the grave for me. I
now ask you to forgive my sin and to come into my heart and life as my personal Savior. Give me your
gift of eternal life in Heaven. Help me now to live for You, and thank You, Lord Jesus, for saving me.
These things I pray in Your name. Amen.” (From a pamphlet distributed by the Landmark Baptist
Church, Haines City, Florida.)

1. There is not a line in your Bible that teaches alien sinners that or any other prayer.

2. Proverbs 28:9 would apply to those who pray such a prayer while ignoring what the word of God
teaches sinners to do in order to be forgiven.

3. The prayer of the publican in Luke 18:13 (“God, be merciful to me a sinner!”) is sometimes cited
as an example of the so-called “Sinner's Prayer.” But the publican was living under the law of
Moses. Furthermore he was Jew and in covenant relationship with God. He did not occupy the
position of an alien. If he corresponds to any living under the New Testament it would be the
backsliding, penitent child of God that we just discussed.

WHAT ARE ALIEN SINNERS TO DO IN ORDER TO BE SAVED?

A. They are to do what Cornelius and Saul of Tarsus did.

B. That is also what the people on Pentecost did (Acts 2), the Samaritans (Acts 8), the Ethiopian
nobleman (Acts 8), Lydia (Acts 16), the Philippian Jailer (Acts 16), the Corinthians (Acts 18), and the
twelve men at Ephesus (Acts 19).

C. All of these heard the gospel of Christ, believed it, repented, confessed Christ, and were baptized for
the remission of their sins.

CONCLUSION

1 Peter 3:12 — “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their
prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Proverbs 28:9 — “One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an
abomination.”

John 9:31 — “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God
and does His will, He hears him.”

If you want God to hear your prayers, then obey his will.
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DOES GOD MEAN WHAT HE SAYS?
(Matthew 16:21-23)

“From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.
Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not
happen to You! But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for
you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”

Peter had a problem with what the Lord said. It was not a problem of understanding, but a
problem of accepting what the Lord said as being true. In other words, he simply did not believe the Lord
meant what he said. Jesus rebuked Peter telling him: “you are not mindful of the things of God, but the
things of men” Brother Hugo McCord's translation puts it this way: “You are not thinking about the
things of God, but the things of men.”

Peter's attitude is one which has characterized certain people from the beginning of time. God's
will to them has been clearly stated, but they simply do not believe God means what He says. Notice with
me some examples of those who did not believe God meant what He said.

DISCUSSION

I. EVE DID NOT BELIEVE GOD MEANT WHAT HE SAID.

A. You remember the account. God had said, “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of
every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17).

B. Eve knew what God had said. She told the serpent what God said: “And the woman said to the
serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.””
(Genesis 3:2-3).

C. Yet Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 2:14 that she was deceived. “And Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being deceived, fell into transgression.”

1. She certainly was not deceived about what God said. She knew He had said death would
come to them if they ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

2. She was deceived by the devil into thinking God did not mean what He said.

3. To her, it just did not seem reasonable that God would punish her and her husband for
such a simple thing as eating the fruit of a certain tree. She thought God did not really
mean what He said.

D. Did God mean what He said to Adam and Eve?

II. THE PEOPLE OF NOAH'S DAY DID NOT BELIEVE GOD MEANT WHAT HE SAID.
A. So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man
and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” (Genesis
6:7).
B. But God did not bring the flood until he had warned wicked man, to give him the opportunity to
repent.
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1. Noah is called a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5). He obviously preached and
warned the people of what God had said would happen.

2. 1 Peter 3:18-20 says “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that
He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by
whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient,
when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.”

3. This preaching probably went on for 120 years, according to Genesis 6:3, which says, “And
the Lord said, ‘My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”

C. But did the people believe God meant what he said?

1. No. Only Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their wives believed God meant what He said.

2. Why didn't they believe what God said. Perhaps they had never seen rain. At least they
had never seen anything like Noah was warning against. It just did not seem reasonable
to them.

D. But did God mean what He said?

III. LOT'S WIFE DID NOT BELIEVE GOD MEANT WHAT HE SAID.

A. When God was about to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, He said this to Lot and his family: “So it
came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that He said, ‘Escape for your life! Do not look
behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed.”
(Genesis 19:17).

B. Now notice what verse 26 says: “But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt.”

1. Was God's word unclear? Was it obscure? Was it imprecise? No. The words “Do not look
behind you” are abundantly clear.

2. Could there be any question that this commandment came from God? No. They had
already seen enough to confirm the fact that these men were from God.

3. Then why did Mrs. Lot look back? It can only be because she did not believe God meant
what He said. After all, what harm would it do? Yes, God said it, but could he really mean
it when He said not to look back?

C. I ask you: did God mean what He said?

IV. THE MAN THAT GATHERED STICKS ON THE SABBATH DID NOT BELIEVE GOD MEANT WHAT
HE SAID.
A. Numbers 15:32-36 — “Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man
gathering sticks on the Sabbath day. And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to
Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation. They put him under guard, because it had not been
explained what should be done to him. Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘The man must surely be
put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with stones outside the camp.” So, as the Lord
commanded Moses, all the congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him with
stones, and he died.”
B. Had God spoken with reference to this matter?
1. Yes. “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8).
2. Not only that, but “You shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath
day.” (Exodus 35:3).
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C. Evidently the people clearly understood what God had said, for they were the ones who were
disturbed by the man's gathering sticks.

D. This man knew what God had said, but thought God didn't mean it. After all, what harm could
there be in gathering a little firewood on the Sabbath day?

E. Did God mean what He said?

V. UZZAH DID NOT BELIEVE GOD MEANT WHAT HE SAID.

A. God had given instructions with reference to transporting the furniture of the tabernacle. With
reference to the ark of the covenant, he had said, “You shall put the poles into the rings on the
sides of the ark, that the ark may be carried by them.” (Exodus 25:14).

B. God had also said in Numbers 4:15, “they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.”

C. Shortly after David became King, a decision was made to fetch the ark from the house of
Abinadab, where it had been since the days of the judges. They set the ark upon a new cart that
was being drawn by oxen. Two men, Uzzah and Ahio, were driving the new cart. The oxen
stumbled, and Uzzah put forth his hand to hold the ark. He died. (Recorded in 2 Samuel 6:1-7
and 1 Chronicles 13:7-10.)

D. What Uzzah did seems innocent enough, doesn't it? Surely God did not mean “they shall not touch
any holy thing, lest they die.”

E. What harm could touching the ark possibly do?

F. But God meant what He said.

VI. NADAB AND ABIHU DID NOT BELIEVE GOD MEANT WHAT HE SAID.
A. “Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on
it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. So fire went out
from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.” (Leviticus 10:1-2).
1. “which He had not commanded them” means it was an unauthorized fire.
2. God had given them instructions with reference to the fire they were to use. Probably the
fire from the brazen alter (16:12). They chose to use some other.
B. Perhaps they reasoned that it really could not make any difference which fire they used. After all,
fire is fire.
C. But God meant what He said. Notice verse 3: “And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord
spoke, saying: ‘By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all the people
I must be glorified.” So Aaron held his peace.”
1. The idea is that God will be glorified either by our doing what He commands, or by His
punishing us for our refusal to do what He says.
2. Nadab and Abihu refused to glorify God by keeping his word faithfully, so God was
glorified by showing the punishment which comes to those who high handedly sin
against Him.

VII. SOME TODAY DO NOT BELIEVE GOD MEANS WHAT HE SAYS.
A. All accountable people have sinned.
1. “For there is not a just man on earth who does good And does not sin.” (Ecclesiastes 7:20).
2. “All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6).
3. “Asitis written: ‘There is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10).
4. “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God ...” (Romans 3:23).
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Because they have not become guilty of the gross sins of immorality, such as murder or
adultery, some simply refuse to look on themselves as sinners in need of salvation. Does
God mean what He says?

B. All accountable people are lost if they have not obeyed the gospel.

1.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23).

“Then Jesus said to them again, ‘T am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in
your sin. Where I go you cannot come.” (John 8:21).

“But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or
a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” (Revelation 21:27).
“since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you,
and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God,
and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power” (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9).

But people do not really believe God means what He says, or they would (1) obey the
gospel, (2) they would try to convert their friends and neighbors.

C. Baptism is the point at which the sinner is saved, and those who are not baptized are not saved.

1.

“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned.” (Mark 16:16).

“Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
(Acts 2:38).

Baptism puts one into Christ. “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).

Baptism washes away sins. “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16).

Baptism saves. “There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,” (1 Peter 3:21).

Despite all this, people still do not believe one has to be baptized to be saved. They know
what God's word says, but they do not believe God means what He says.

D. Worship, in order to be acceptable, must be in spirit and in truth.

1.
2.

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24).
“Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He
who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 9).
“These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their
heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.” (Matthew 15:8-9).

“For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds
to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone
takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from
the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”
(Revelation 22:18-19).
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But the general idea is that it really does not matter how one worships. He may add
instrumental music, take away the weekly observance of the Lord's supper, and in general
do whatever pleases him in worshiping God. Why? Is it because he does not know what
God said about the matter? No! But because he does not believe God means what He says
about the matter.

E. Women are not to have roles of public leadership over men in the church.

1.

“Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach
or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.” (1 Timothy 2:11-12).

“Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they
are to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them
ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.”

(1 Corinthians 14:34-35).

There is little question about what God has said or about its meaning. But some are
convinced God does not mean what He says.

F. Christians must not forsake the assemblies.

1.

4.

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

The only thing it would take to destroy the church would be for all to stop attending.

The only reason it would be wrong to quit altogether is because it is wrong to miss
one service.

But some think God does not mean what He says.

G. Christians must give according to prosperity.

1.

“On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may
prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” (1 Corinthians 16:2).

“I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence
of others.” (2 Corinthians 8:8).

“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God
loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

Still some give only token contributions, thinking God does not mean what He says
about giving.

H. The only way for the erring to be restored is by repentance, confession, and prayer.

1.

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is
not in us.” (1 John 1:8-10).

“Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your
heart may be forgiven you.” (Acts 8:22).

“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He
will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to
death. I do not say that he should pray about that.” (1 John 5:16).

Still some think they can be forgiven of their unfaithfulness without confessing. (A private
trespass requires only a private confession.) But God means what He says.
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CONCLUSION
These are just some of the areas in which many people are deceived into thinking God does not
mean what He says. The Judgment Day will provide for them a very startling revelation, when they

learn God really does mean what He says.

We should be of the same disposition as Paul, when he said, “Therefore take heart, men, for 1
believe God that it will be just as it was told me.” (Acts 27:25).

“So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told” (Acts 27:25
RSV).

(To these could also be added such things as what God says about Marriage, Modest Apparel,
Strong Drink, Murder (abortion), etc.)
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DOES ONE SIN WHEN HE CHOOSES NOT TO ASSEMBLE WITH THE SAINTS TO WORSHIP?

Intro: Not dealing with those who cannot come. Cannot does not mean physical imposition (sick,

mother with sick baby, shift work).

Talking about those who, as a matter of choice and preference, do not come.
In connection with shift work — no trouble with one’s having to work, but — preference and choice?
Yes, it is a sin. A Dozen Reasons:

DISCUSSION

DEMONSTRATES CONTEMPT FOR SPIRITUAL THINGS

A.

B.
C.

D.

Romans 8:1 — “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do
not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”

Verse 6 — “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”
Galatians 6:7-8 — “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life”

“If Christianity were illegal ...”

INVOLVES CHOOSING NOT TO DO A KNOWN GOOD

A.
B.

James 4:17 — “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”
Ever hear anyone say not good to go?

CHOOSING NOT TO GIVE AND RECEIVE NEEDED ENCOURAGEMENT

A.

Hebrews 10:24-25 — “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

New convert — ask what one thing help be faithful

1 Corinthians 14:26 — “How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a
psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be
done for edification.”

IS A VIOLATION OF AN EXPLICIT COMMAND

A.

B.
C.

Hebrews 10:25 — “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Does anyone who misses once “forsake” the assembly?

Wrong to miss 100 times because wrong 1 time.

CONTRIBUTES TO IGNORANCE

A.

Hosea 4:6 — “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge,
I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I
also will forget your children.”
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B. 2 Peter 1:5 — “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge”
C. 2 Peter 3:18 — “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”
D. Imagine two 15-year-old boys are baptized. One comes once a week. The other four times a week.
1. 1st year one learns 52, the other 208.
2. If they live to age 70, one - 2860, the other - 11,440 (8,580 more).
3. Stand side by side at judgment

VI. SETS BAD EXAMPLE
A. 1 Timothy 4:12 —” Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”
B. As The Twig Is Bent
A little girl with shining eyes Her little face aglow
Said: “Daddy, it is almost time For Bible class, let's go.
They teach us there of Jesus' love, Of how he died for all
Upon the cruel cross to save Those who on Him will call.”
“Oh, no,” said Daddy, “Not today. I've worked hard all this week
And I must have one day of rest I'm going to the creek
For there I can relax and rest And fishing's fine they say.
So run along; don't bother me. We'll go to church some day.”
Months and years have passed away, But Daddy hears that plea no more;
“Let's go to Bible class.” Those childhood days are o'er.
And now that Daddy's growing old, When life is almost through,
He finds the time to go to church, But what does daughter do?
She says, “Oh Daddy, not today I stayed up most all night,
And I've just got to have some sleep. Besides, I look a fright.”
Then Daddy lifts a trembling hand To brush away his tears
As again he hears the pleading voice Distinctly through the years.
He sees a small girl's shining face Upturned, with eyes aglow
As she says, “It's time for Bible class Please, Daddy, won't you go?”
(Author unknown)
C. Romans 14:7 — “For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.”

VII. DISCOURAGES THE FAITHFUL
A. Even Paul was discouraged. But — Acts 28:15 — “And from there, when the brethren heard about
us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked
God and took courage.”
B. Encouraging to have regular and faithful attendees.

VIII. DIMS ONES CHRISTIAN LIGHT
A. Matthew 5:13-16 — “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You
are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let

74



BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.”

IX. DEMONSTRATES PRIORITIES NOT PROPERLY ARRANGED
A. Matthew 6:33 — “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.”
B. What neighbors think? Children?
C. Even if not sin, attitude is a sin.

X. AFFRONT TO GOD PERSONALLY AND DIRECTLY
A. All sins are against God, but some indirectly.
B. Matthew 22:37 — “Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind.”
First four of Ten Commandments.
Man picked up sticks (Numbers 15:32-36)
Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10:1-7)
Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)

AE0 A

XI. SINS ACCORDING TO PLAN AND PURPOSE
A. Faithful Christian sins, but he plans not to.
B. Jezebel ...
C. Romans 13:14 — “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill
its lusts.”

XII. ONLY THING WOULD TAKE TO DESTROY CHURCH FROM FACE OF EARTH.
CONCLUSION

Repent; Confess (publicly); and Pray.
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ENCOURAGING FACTS

Much to cause anxiety and concern. Especially at this moment the threat of war in Saudi Arabia.

Add to this the sickness, pain, and death that brushes all our lives from time to time. Dwelling on these

may cause us to become despondent.

Would like to mention for your consideration some facts we would do well to remember.

Remembering these will help us avoid worry, bitterness, or despondency.

DISCUSSION

I.  FACT#1: “THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN.” (DANIEL 2:28).

A.
B.

C.

Genesis 1:1 — “In the beginning God...”
Hebrews 11:6 — “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”
John Greenleaf Whittier: “God is and all is well.”
J.S. Fearis in Beautiful Isle of Somewhere wrote: “Somewhere the sun is shining, Somewhere the
songbirds dwell; Hush, then, thy sad repining, God lives and all is well.”
“God’s in His heaven — All’s right with the world.” —Robert Browning
(But only for those who are His children.)

II. FACT #2: “THE MOST HIGH RULES IN THE KINGDOM OF MEN.” (DANIEL 4:17).

A.
B.
C.

Q=HEHD

(“And gives it to whomever He will.”) — (Rest of verse.)
Proverbs 14:34 — “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people.”
Psalms 33:12 — “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, The people He has chosen as His
own inheritance.”
1. Not say, “Blessed is the nation who has most troops ...
2. Most tanks, most guns, most nuclear warheads ...
3. Superior air force.
Joshua 7 — Israel, with a superior army, was defeated at Ai because of their disobedience.
2 Kings 17 — Israel was overcome by Assyria and taken off into captivity because of sin.
2 Kings 24 & 25 — Judah carried away into Babylon because of her rebellion against God.
God has blessed America. America is not grateful, or else its sins would not grow worse and worse
with each passing year. For the salvation of our souls, we need to be a penitent, thankful,
righteous people; but also for the welfare of our nation.

III. FACT #3: “THE LORD YOUR GOD IS A MERCIFUL GOD.” (DEUTERONOMY 4:31).

A.

C.

Jeremiah 3:12 — “Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say: ‘Return, backsliding
Israel,’ says the Lord; ‘I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,” says the Lord;
‘T will not remain angry forever.”

2 Chronicles 7:14 — “if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin and heal their land.”

Merciful and merciless are next to each other in the dictionary, but pales apart in meaning.
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D. Isaiah 55:6-7 — “Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. Let the
wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the Lord, And
He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.”

E. God’s mercy depends on our repentance and submission to His will.

IV. FACT #4: GOD WILL NEVER LEAVE NOR FORSAKE HIS CHILDREN.
A. Hebrews 13:5 — “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you
have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

1. When Jill was 3 or 4 we had to take her to the emergency room. I said: “Don’t be afraid. I
will not leave you for a minute.” Nurses wanted me to leave. I said: “I'm sorry, I can't
leave. I gave my word, and my credibility with my daughter is at stake.”

2. God can’t leave me or forsake me. He gave me His word. I might leave him, but He cannot
leave me. (Hebrews 6:18).

B. Matthew 6:33 — “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.”

C. Philippians 4:19 — “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.”

D. Ephesians 3:20-21 — “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”

CONCLUSION

Comforting to know, especially now, that:
1. There is a God in heaven.
2. The most High rules in the kingdom of men.
3. The Lord our God is a merciful God.
4. Our God will never leave us or forsake us.
But comforting only if you are His child.
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ETERNITY
Isaiah 57:15

INTRODUCTION

I.  This is the only verse in the Bible (KJV) containing the word eternity.
II. Eternity and Despair are two words which man may never comprehend in this life
A. Certain statesman, on his death bed, said to his physician: “Sir, you have not the remotest
conception of the meaning of the word ‘despair.”
B. Also very difficult to comprehend the real meaning of “eternity.”

II1. Our lesson will be centered around 7 basic points:
DISCUSSION

MAN WILL LIVE AGAIN AFTER HIS EARTHLY EXISTENCE

A. Ecclesiastes 12:1-5 — “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult
days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in them”: While the sun
and the light The moon and the stars, Are not darkened, And the clouds do not return after the
rain; In the day when the keepers of the house tremble, And the strong men bow down; When the
grinders cease because they are few, And those that look through the windows grow dim; When
the doors are shut in the streets, And the sound of grinding is low; When one rises up at the sound
of a bird, And all the daughters of music are brought low. Also they are afraid of height, And of
terrors in the way; When the almond tree blossoms, The grasshopper is a burden, And desire fails.
For man goes to his eternal home, And the mourners go about the streets.”

B. Matthew 17:1-3 — “Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them
up on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like
the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to
them, talking with Him.”

C. John 14:1-3 — “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that
where I am, there you may be also.”

D. 2 Timothy 4:6-8 — “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

E. Luke 16:19-31 — “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was
laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover
the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels
to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. “Then he cried and said,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember
that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he
is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf
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fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to
us.” Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I
have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’
Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” And he said, ‘No,
father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” But he said to him, ‘If
they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the
dead.””

II. THE JOURNEY TO ETERNITY IS CERTAIN

A.

Q

Ecclesiastes 12:7 — “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to
God who gave it.”

Don’t know exactly how, but Luke 16:22 says Lazarus was “carried by the angels.”

How many will go in the next 10 years? 5? 1?

May fly into space, split the atom, find a cure for cancer, but never change the law that says, “man
goes to his eternal home ...” (Ecclesiastes 12:5)

III. PHYSICAL DEATH IS THE POINT AT WHICH ONE BEGINS HIS JOURNEY TO ETERNITY.

A.
B.
C.

D.

E.

Hebrews 9:27 — “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,”
“And the mourners go about the streets.” (Ecclesiastes 12:5)
Two attitudes toward death:
1. Rich man in Luke 16 (unaware & unprepared)
2. Paul in 2 Timothy 4:6-8 (aware and prepared)
When a Christian dies

1. Like leaving old house and moving into new

2. Revelation 14:13 — “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, ‘Write: “Blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” ‘Yes,” says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from
their labors, and their works follow them.””

3. 1 Thes. 4:13-18 — “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this
we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming
of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

Why some old Christian friends say: “I am just patiently waiting for the Lord to call me home.”

IV. ETERNITY IS MAN’S LONG HOME

A.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 — “Also they are afraid of height, And of terrors in the way; When the almond
tree blossoms, The grasshopper is a burden, And desire fails. For man goes to his eternal home,
And the mourners go about the streets.”
When we leave this earthly existence — never return

1. Man & wife live together 50 or 60 years, but ...

2. Mother may weep over the death of a child, but ...

3. Mother may say “goodbye” to son — may never see him alive again ...
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4. You live in a world you may leave any day, and without a moment’s notice; and when you
leave, you will never return.
C. How long?
1. Patient goes to hospital for 21 days, when been there a week, just has 14 days left
2. Student to college for 4 years, etc...
3. Prisoner sentenced to 10 years, etc...
4. The late T. B. Larimore in illustrating the length of eternity said,

“We may number the leaves of all the trees of all the earth through the ages, and
multiply that number by the number of blades of grass that have grown on the earth since
the earth was made, then multiply that by the grains of sand upon the ear, and multiply
that by the number of drops of water in existence; then let each unit in that final,
inexpressible product represent ten thousand ages, and all the time represented by that
wonderful combination of units, each unit representing ten thousand ages, is inexpressibly
small in comparison with eternity, and may be deducted from eternity millions and
billions and trillions of times and eternity would still be the same awful, boundless,
limitless, fathomless, inexpressible thing it was before.”

JUDGMENT DAY IS THE ANNOUNCEMENT TIME
A. Hard for some to believe the judgment is real.
B. Acts 17:30-31 — “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men

everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising
Him from the dead.”

C. Matthew 25:31-32 — “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him,
then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He
will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.”

D. Hebrews 9:27 — “And as it 1s appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment”

E. Isreal, and this is where Jesus will pronounce eternal destinies

THERE ARE BUT TWO DWELLING PLACES IN ETERNITY.

A. Heaven

New

“Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” — beauty
No death, no sorrow, no crying, no pain

God shall wipe the tears from our eyes.

No sea, no night, no separation

Lake that burns with fire and brimstone

Everlasting fire
The second death

LEFT RIGHT

Lake that burns with fire & brimstone A beautiful city

Second death Live with God

Everlasting fire No sorrow, no death, no crying
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C. Must obey Him (Hebrews 5:8-9, Matthew 7:21, Galatians 3:26-27).

CONCLUSION

I. Many years ago, a twelve year old boy worked on a farm in order to help support his mother. He
would work hard from Monday morning through late Saturday afternoon, and about dusk dark
he would start from the farm to his mother’s cabin. He went down a road and had to go through
a big woods. It was always dark on Saturday when he would come to the woods, but that boy
would call out through the woods, “Mother, are you waiting for me?” From across the woods, the
mother would answer, “Yes, Son, I am waiting. Walk on down the road into the valley of the forest
and I will meet you there.” The boy would be as brave as possible and he would walk on down the
country road and through a part of the woods and into the valley. There mother would meet him
and she would take him by the hand and they would go home for the weekend.

II. The Touch of the Master’s Hand

'"Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But he held it up with a smile.

“What am I bidden, good folks?” he said;
“Who'll start the bidding for me?”

“A dollar.” “A dollar.” Then, “Two!”
“Two dollars! and who'll make it three?”

“Three dollars, once. Three dollars, twice!

Going for three?” But no!

From the room far back, an old gray haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow.

Then, wiping the dust from the old violin
And tightening the loose strings,

He played a melody, pure and sweet

As the caroling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer
In a voice that was quiet and low

Said, “What am I bid for the old violin?”
And he held it up with the bow.

“A thousand dollars! and who'll make it two?
Two thousand! and who'll make It three?
Three thousand, once! Three thousand, twice!
And ... Going ... and Gone!” said he.

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
“We do not quite understand

What changed its worth?” Swift came the reply,
“The touch of the master's hand.”

And many a man with life out of tune,

Who is battered and scarred with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old violin.

A mess of pottage, a glass of wine,
A game, - He travels on.

He's going once! He's going twice!
He's going-and almost gone!

But the Master comes! and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand
The worth of a soul, & the change that's wrought
By the touch of the Master's hand!
— Anonymous
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November 5, 1995 A.M.
Meeting at Mount Harmony
FACING THE FACTS

Perhaps one of the most difficult things for some people is to face the facts. A parent who wants
his child to make perfect grades in school may have trouble facing the fact that the child is not capable
of making perfect grades. May even refuse to face the fact and blame the teacher. A father who has his
heart set on watching his son play as starting quarterback on the football team may have trouble facing
the fact that his son is not that good. He may not be willing to admit that fact, and even blame the coach.
It is hard for some people to face the fact they are not as young as they used to be, not as strong, can't do
all the things they once could. It is not easy for any of us to face the fact that we must die and leave this
world behind.

In this sermon I want us to think about some facts we must all face. Yes, I know it may be difficult
for us to face these facts, but they are real facts, and the sooner we face up to them the better.

DISCUSSION

I. THE DEVIL WANTS YOU TO BE LOST IN HELL FOR ETERNITY.

A. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

B. “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7).

C. “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back
part of the price of the land for yourself?” (Acts 5:3).

D. “lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.”

(2 Corinthians 2: 11).

E. “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.
And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end
will be according to their works.” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

II. THE DEVIL WILL GET WHAT HE WANTS WITH THE GREAT MAJORITY OF PEOPLE.
A. “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and
there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads
to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14).
B. This is true, not because people have no choice, but because the majority choose to give themselves
as slaves to Satan.

1. “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s
slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to
righteousness? But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free
from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.” (Romans 6:16-18).

2. Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden because they chose to do
Satan's bidding.

C. Ifyou are lost, you will have nobody to blame but yourself.
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1. You may point to the faults of others, and others may have influenced you in the wrong
direction, but you have a choice.
2. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”
(2 Corinthians 5:10).

III.  GOD WANTS TO FORGIVE YOU OF YOUR SINS.

A.

F.

To fallen Israel God said through his prophet: “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the
Lord, “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like
crimson, They shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18).

“Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake
his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the Lord, And He will have
mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55:6-7).

“Say to them: ‘As I live,” says the Lord God, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you
die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11).

Jesus gave his life so you might be forgiven. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

(John 3:16).

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

(2 Peter 3:9).

1 Timothy 2:4 says “[God] desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

IV. LIVING RIGHTEOUSLY IS NEVER EASY.

A.

Governor Felix of Caesarea thought a time would come when it would be convenient to serve the
Lord. To Paul he said, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.” (Acts
24:25). But no convenient season ever came. It never does.

Doing right sometimes even creates more problems.

1. “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a
sword. For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of
his own household.” He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And
he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.” (Matthew 10:34-37).

2. “They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you
will think that he offers God service.” (John 16:2).

It is easier if we choose our companions wisely. “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good
habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33).

Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30).

1. Does not mean the Christian life is an easy life. But it is not galling and chafing.

2. However, it does involve a yoke and a burden.

“Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23).
Hard times we have as we live the Christian life will help us grow and mature.
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“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”

(James 1:12).

Song: “Yield not to temptation,/For yielding is sin./Each vict'ry will help you/ Some other
to win.”

G. No doubt, Hell will be populated with people who were planning to do right when it got easy.
H. No one will ever live successfully the Christian life until he learns that the Christian life is a life

of sacrifice. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1).

V. OBEDIENCE TO GOD IS ALWAYS THE RIGHT WAY.
A. Right and wrong are not determined by:

1.

6.

What is appealing to the fleshly desires. “So when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took
of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” (Genesis 3:6).
What merely seems right from the human standpoint. “There is a way that seems right to
a man, But its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12).

Conscience. It was never intended to be a guide. “Then Paul, looking earnestly at the
council, said, ‘Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this
day.” (Acts 23:1).

The majority. We have already noticed Matthew 7:13-14. If right were determined by
majority, Noah would have been in error. So would all the faithful prophets of the Old
Testament. So would Christ and his apostles.

Parents or other relatives. “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of
Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does
not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.” (Matthew 10:37-38).
Religious leaders.

B. What is the standard of right and wrong? (Are you aware of the fact that the vast majority of

college-age young people do not believe there is such a thing as an absolute standard?

1.
2.

What was the standard of right and wrong in Eden? Was it absolute?
What was the standard of right and wrong when Lot and family left Sodom? Was it
absolute? (Genesis 19:17 — “Do not look behind you” — Then verse 26: “But his wife looked
back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”)
Look at Numbers 4:15 — “And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the
sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then the
sons of Kohath shall come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they
die. These are the things in the tabernacle of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to
carry.” Now look at 2 Samuel 6:6-7 — “And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor,
Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. Then
the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error;
and he died there by the ark of God.”

a) What was the standard of right and wrong?

b) Was it an absolute standard?
What was the standard of right and wrong in Leviticus 10:1-2? — “Then Nadab and Abihu,
the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered
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profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. So fire went out from
the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.” Was it an absolute standard?
C. God's word is an absolute standard of right and wrong. “He who rejects Me, and does not receive
My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last
day.” (John 12:48).
D. Three things all of us need to remember:
1. It is always right to do right. That is not to say that no bad things can come from
doing right.
2. It is always wrong to do wrong. That is not to say that no good ever comes from wrong-
3. God's word is always the standard of right and wrong.

CONCLUSION

The last fact I will mention which we all need to face is this: Not one of us has the promise of
tomorrow. “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year
there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what
is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you ought
to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” But now you boast in your arrogance. All such
boasting is evil. Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”

(James 4:13-17).

Yesterday is gone forever; tomorrow may never come. Today is the only day you have. That is
why, if you have not done so, you should obey the gospel of Christ today.
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FUNDAMENTALS OF CHRISTIANITY

The word fundamental suggests something that is an essential part. Sometimes in religious
circles we forget to distinguish between those things that are incidental, those that are important, and
those that are essential or fundamental. This lesson has to do with some fundamentals of Christianity.
Not THE fundamentals, for there are some I will not talk about, such as the nature of God, the
incarnation of Jesus, and the atoning power of the blood of Christ. These are all fundamental, but they
are on God's side. I will be discussing the things that are fundamental on our part.

As I talk about the fundamentals of Christianity, please understand that by Christianity I mean
that system of religion established by Christ and for which he shed his blood. Hundreds of religions have
been started since then, and many of them refer to themselves as being Christian religions. The truth is
that not one of them was set up by the authority of Christ, and not one drop of his blood was shed to bring
a single one of them into existence.

What are some of the Fundamentals of New Testament Christianity?
DISCUSSION

1. BELIEF IN THE DEITY OF JESUS
A. Many acknowledge Jesus as a great man.

1. John 3:2 — “This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we know that You
are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is
with him.”

2. Woman at the well: “The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet
(John 4:19).

3. Matthew 16 — some thought he was Elijah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist, or one of
the prophets.

B. Must believe him to be the Son of God.
1. “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am

”

He, you will die in your sins.” (John 8:24).
2. “Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
(Matthew 16:16).
3. “And declared to be the Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4).
4. Matthew 3:17 and 17:5 — “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
C. This is a fundamental of Christianity.

II. BELIEF IN THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE

A. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

B. “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:21).

C. “But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the
deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:10).

86



BOBBY DUNCAN’S SERMONS

D. “These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” (1 Corinthians 2:13).

E. “if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you,
how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by
which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in
other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to
His holy apostles and prophets:” (Ephesians 3:2-5).

F. “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which
I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 14:37).

III. RECOGNITION OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES
A. Practically every question underlying present-day denominational division is a question of
authority, and not of interpretation.
1. For example, any Catholic priest will tell you baptism was immersion at first, but it was
changed by the authority of the Pope. If the New Testament is your authority, baptism is
a burial; if the Pope, then sprinkling and pouring just as good.
2. But some not accept the authority of the Pope accept spr. and Pouring. Why? Scholars
agree bapt. was immersion in the New Testament. But sanctified common sense will tell
you that a few drops is just as good. So if New Testament your authority, baptism is a
burial, but if sanctified common sense, then spr. and pouring just as good.
B. “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who
abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 9).
1. Why have Lord's Supper every Sunday? Because of the authority of the Scriptures.
2. Why not have inst. music in worship? Because of the authority of the Scriptures.
3. A recognition of the authority of the Scriptures is fundamental.

IV. MEMBERSHIP IN THE LORD'S CHURCH

A. T am talking about the church we read about in the New Testament.

B. Jesus purchased it with his blood (Acts 20:28). “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which
He purchased with His own blood.”

C. He gave himself for it, that is, to bring it into existence (Ephesians 5:25). “Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,”

D. There is no Christianity separate and apart from the church. Acts 2:47 shows the saved are added
by the Lord to his church. The church is a fundamental.

E. Please be sure you do not misunderstand me. I am not saying that membership in some humanly
devised church is essential. In fact Jesus said, “But He answered and said, “Every plant which
My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.” (Matthew 15:13).

F. The church we read about in the New Testament was:

1. Purposed by God through all eternity (Ephesians 3:10-11).
2. Spoken of by the Old Testament prophets (Isaiah 2:2-4; Daniel 2:44)
3. Promised by Jesus while he lived on earth (Matthew 16:18).
4. Prepared for by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:3)
5. Established with the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-47).
G. Membership in this church is a fundamental of Christianity.
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V. SCRIPTURAL WORSHIP
A. John 4:24 — “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
B. Romans 15:4 — “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”

C. Careful reflection upon Old Testament will reveal two things:
1. God has always given detailed instructions with reference to worship
2. He has always seriously punished those who took his instructions lightly
3. Genesis 4 (Cain and Abel) and Leviticus 10 (Nadab and Abihu) are examples of this

Scriptural worship is a fundamental of Christianity

VI. GODLY LIVING

A. “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,”
(Titus 2:11-12).

B. Not enough just to be right with reference to religious activities. Must live right.

1. Romans 12:2 still says, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God.”

2. James 44 still says, “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with
the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.”

3. Galatians 5:19-21 still says, “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness,
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past,
that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

C. We need to remind ourselves often of what is said in:

1. 1 Timothy 5:22 — “Keep yourself pure.”

2. 1 Corinthians 6:18 — “Flee fornication.”

3. 2 Timothy 2:22 — “Flee also youthful lusts.”

D. Peter tells us how to do these things: “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if
these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has
forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to
make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:5-11).

E. Living pure and godly lives is a fundamental of Christianity.

VII. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL
A. If the seed is the word of God (Luke 8:11) then the only way to produce the church is by planting
the seed.
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1. It makes no difference how well the ground may be prepared, fertilized, and watered,

unless the seed is planted, there can be no harvest.
2. The programs of the church may be ever so many and so good, but without the teaching

and preaching of the word, souls cannot be saved.
2 Timothy 4:2 — “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching.”
Romans 1:16 — “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation
for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”
Without the preaching of the word there can be no true Christianity. It is fundamental.

THE DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL

A.
B.

Paul said, “I am appointed for the defense of the gospel” (Philippians 1:17).

The truth is under constant attack. It always has been. Jude 3 says, “Beloved, while I was very
diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”
Many of the New Testament books were written to refute error.

The attitude we should have toward error is set forth in 2 John 10-11 — “If anyone comes to you
and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; for he who
greets him shares in his evil deeds.”

OBEDIENCE TO GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION

A.

Two important facts with reference to
1. God has the right to stipulate the terms of pardon
2. God has done so
Yes, sinners are saved by grace. But salvation is conditional.
Sinners are saved by grace when they humbly bow in submission to the will of God and obey his

commandments.
1. Hear (John 6:44-45)
2. believe (John 8:24)
3. repent (Acts 17:30)
4. confess (Romans 10:9-10)

5. be baptized (Mark 16: 16; Acts 22: 16)
Hebrews 2:9 tells us Christ tasted death for all men by God's grace. Hebrews 5:9 tells us Christ
saves those who obey him.
Obedience to God's plan of salvation is a fundamental of Christianity.

CONCLUSION

These nine things we have named are fundamental. If we leave off a single one of them, then we

have lost the right to call ourselves Christians.
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THE FUTURE IS PREDICTABLE

As T announce my subject this morning I want you to know that I do not believe in astrology, “the
pseudoscience which claims to foretell the future by studying the supposed influences of the relative
positions of the moon, sun, and stars on human affairs” (Webster).

Isaiah speaks ironically when he says, “You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels; Let
now the astrologers, the stargazers, And the monthly prognosticators Stand up and save you From what
shall come upon you.” (Isaiah 47:13).

When I say the future is predictable, I simply mean that in the natural world, because of what
has happened in the past, we can predict what is going to happen in the future. For example, we can
predict that the leaves will be turning brown and falling from the trees, the weather will get colder and
colder, and then it will begin to get warm again, and the flowers will blossom, and the grass will turn
green. From what we know of the past, the future is predictable.

In a small Arkansas town many years ago some men were sitting on a bench outside the local
general store. One said, “The Bible says the time will come when you can't tell the seasons except by the
budding of the leaves.” Another said, “I don't believe that is in the Bible.” About this time they saw a
preacher, brother George DeHoff, walking toward them. They stopped him, and asked him where in the
Bible they could find that statement. Immediately, brother DeHoff responded, “Genesis 8:22,” and walked
on down the street. When they had obtained a Bible, they read, “While the earth remains, Seedtime and
harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not cease.” Brother DeHoff had
cited a reference which taught the very opposite of the man's “chimney corner” scripture.

Notice with me seven important predictable facts. WHILE THE EARTH REMAINETH:
DISCUSSION

THERE WILL BE A BATTLE BETWEEN THE WORKS OF THE FLESH AND THE FRUIT OF THE
SPIRIT.

A. “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: [adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you
beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness,” (Galatians 5:19-22).

B. This will endure until the Lord comes from heaven. “and to give you who are troubled rest with
us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

C. When he comes again, he will reward every man according to his works. “Who will render to each
one according to his deeds” (Romans 2:6).
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II. NO NEW CHURCH OR SPIRITUAL KINGDOM WILL BE ESTABLISHED WITH HEAVEN'S
AUTHORITY.

A. “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:18-19).

B. “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of
His love” (Colossians 1:13).

C. The one built by Jesus was purchased by his blood (Acts 20:28).

D. All the saved are in it. “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to
the church daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47).

E. Daniel prophesied of it: “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” (Daniel 2:44).

F. Every other church that shall ever be established on this earth will be without divine authority,
and will be “rooted up.” Matthew 15:13 — “But he answered and said, ‘Every plant, which my
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.”

III. NO NEW PLAN OF SALVATION WILL EVER BE ISSUED FROM HEAVEN.
A. The one Jesus gave will be effective as long as the world stands. (Mark 16:16).
B. Matthew 24:35 — “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”
C. “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I
have spoken will judge him in the last day.” (John 12:48).

IV. NO NEW REVELATION WILL COME FROM HEAVEN.

A. The revelation of the gospel is complete.

1. “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you 